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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 
Sales to dealers (total market), from EIA, for week ended Dec, 15 (50th week of 1978): 


Dec. 1977 % Dec, 1978 1977 % 

9-15 week change 2-8 to date todate change 
Total TV....-.+- 368,036 384,391 -4.3 367,918 15,630,209 14,180,515 +10,2 
color aa heer 222,625 232,638 -4.3 230,851 


9,830,520" 8,728,680 +12.6 
monochrome ... 145,411 151,753 -4.2 137,067 5,799, 689 5,451,835 +6.4 
Home VCR .....-. 9, 454 = _ 11,876 380, 712 - 
Total radio.....-. 658,941 1,162,592 -43.3 722,283 44,007,445 53,137,563 -17.2 


home, portable . 447,739 856,911 -47.7 440,897 31,725,520 40,791,123 -22.2 
AM-only...... 167,009 265,105 -37.0 171,034 7,617,696 10,468,396 -27.2 
FM & FM-AM. 280,730 591,806 -52.6 269,863 24,107,824 30,322,727 -20.5 

auto. «22 ce 211,202 305,681 -30.9 281,386 12,281,925 12,346,440 -0.5 


Color TV 5-week moving average: 1978—238,452**: 1977—224, 576 (up 6. 2%). 


*Record year. **Record for week. 


1979 -2ND RECORD YEAR BACK-TO-BACK? Consumer electronics dollar volume at factory 
level hit all-time high of more than $10 billion in 1978, we estimate. We know we're bucking 
trend of almost all prognosticators, but we see that record broken in 1979 with new high, led by 


well over $1 billion in advanced products—VCRs, computers, games, handhelds and their soft- 
ware & accessories. 


This first issue of year traditionally features our annual forecasts, and, frankly, we're 
emboldened by our success in predicting major trends for this year. Just one year ago in this 


space (Vol. 18:1 p7), we said 1978 could "go down in history as first year of 10 million color 
sales to dealers’'—at time when industry consensus was 8.8 million sets—and correctly predicted 
that Treasury would hit importers with stiff TV dumping duties, that surge of imports from Tai- 
wan & Korea would largely negate effects of Japan quota. We even predicted "you won't be able 
to buy [a videodisc player] this year''—and if you were in Atlanta, you know how correct that was. 


As we get out on our limb for 1979, we're more bullish than industry consensus on color 
TV sales (9.3 million; Vol. 18:52). We see 1979 as 2nd consecutive year of 10 million sales— 
down perhaps 2% or so from this year's 10.2 million, but at just about 10-million mark. To 
pack this forecast, we cite huge ‘replacement market (17 million color sets bought in 1967-69 
and ready for junkpile), growing 2nd & 3rd-set market, fact that color TV traditionally is among 
last products to be affected by economic downturn. Monochrome sales to dealers—down little 
from last year's 6 million; we'd say 5.7-5.8 million. As to VCR, this year we'll go along with 
industry consensus—550,000, increase of 37.5% from 400,000 in 1978. 


j i will stick while 
rices: Industry learned in 1978 that frequent very modest increases 
Ae ones tend to fall apart. Policy will be continued, with perhaps 3 waves of 1-2% hikes 
during year. Step-up features, particularly remote control, will help increase average sale 
price. 


: In legal, congressional & administrative action, 1979 will be even bigger 
5 eearee tate continuing on Treasury, President's Special Trade Rens eeen aye peters: 
Trade Subcommittee, courts. TV import quotas’ failure to ease pressure on domestic ure aucexs 
will be major issue as COMPACT decides to go directly to Congress. Complete oor ae a 
ports could drop by as much as 500,000 to 2.2 million, assuming shipments from ingapor 


aan —————”CO—t— 
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ill be matched by rise in img 


{—bul drop W 
Taiwan manufacturers, 


y in U.S. by 
iy, 5 5! ing-duty assessmen 
. legal challenges t0 Customs’ dumping du ment 
vill file legal chaltere—— tion while case drags through courts, 


: asn't get i ac 
Canada aren't hiked and Mexico doesn't get into 
tart-up of assembl 


of incomplete sets, 


boosted by 8 


' ssa TV orlers W 

Japanese TV import _ ———d collec 
system, and Treasury will be forced to SUSPEN™ : : oT aoe 
Ecthee full yerr will pass before Zenith-NUE $1-billion antitrust suit ran gO 

trial in Philadelphia. No improvement is seen in yen -dollar relationship in 1979—yen rogey 


lollar in 1978 

Technology & innovation: Not too visible this year In TV —but we'll see increasing inrg 
of MPUs in tuning systems, replacing AFT. Improved in-line tubes, new filter systems (q) 
Magnavox's ‘Computer Color 330") will provide higher-resoluHion color pictures. MPUs wil 
accelerate their push into qudio equipment. Dual-picture TVS will lay biggest egg since Hy 


Light. 
Videocassette recorders: 


in comparison with ¢ 


It will be VHS & Beta all year, but disclosures during 1979 yf 
upset those who favor standardization.’ First portable LVR recorders from BASF will ba 
but company's Cal. factory won't be turning out production units this year 
Kodak will be working hard on portable VCR-camera comb 
ress reports won't help VHS & Beta sales. Portables ung 
and hardly any of the systems will be co 
as will go on market during yea a 


demonstrated, 
Everybody from Sony to Eastman 
tions during year, and leaks & prog 
development will utilize extremely small cassettes, 
patible with any other. First all-solid-state color camer 
won't be cheap. 

Videodisc: Magnavision 0 ytical-system sales will spread to more markets during year 
but won't be anywhere near national, All of initial run of 20,000 players for 1979 will be gn 
ped up, as will be most of MCA's discs. Before year's end, Magnavox will announce "Mark 
player, made mostly from U.S. components (including gas, not semiconductor, laser). ‘Pig 
will demonstrate its compatible player in N.Y. Jan. 11, but its consumer model won't be on 


market in 1979. 


RCA will announce decision to go ahead with videodisc manufacture & marketing, its sy 
tem modified in compromise with leading Japanese makers—including JVC & Matsushital 
sulting standard will appear to have semi-official Japanese imprimatur as competitor for ry 
system. RCA will decide to produce players in U.S., put 1981 date on first larne-senetae 


Projection TV: Sales will pass 100,000 for first time, up from th : 
orrectly forecast a year ago). Japanese 3-tube units ‘ill lead neon eae teal 
s that 3-tube is way to go as single-tube cats & dogs decline in market share Tw mm 
pments will point toward under-$2, 000 3-tube systems: (1) U.S. Precision Le 's f 
stem with Clinton Electronics' monochrome tubes for low cost in relatively Sma 
Hers i) License from Kloss Electronics to major offshore tube maker for la: 
sed ig chmidt tube -lens units for OEM sales here & abroad. Arthur Tucker’ 
Ine. will finally find producer for Aquabeam system. No more U.S. TV alas 


¢ thinking more seriously about it by year's end. 


"Audio; Profit squeeze will be even ti 

eh 0; i n tighter on phono markete ttami 
Pee es paunbered by higher costs, increasing competition, dectiaine ee CWeree at 
Niwilhe Mor otbarts to 5.5 million, 15% decline in consoles to 800,000 For ¢ See awe 
a eebasi nother record year, with sales strongest at high & low ends lat t ing Thea 
sumers ae Reams will be hot, but producers will learn to their Tse 
arte gs in proportion to size, will shell out big bucks only for big, sowaeh 


Highway hi-fi bandwagon will hit pothole: 
ae ghway £g \ uit | e: Too many suppliers wi i 
eq eout, CB & mid-fi audio companies will be first to ats tebe arte 
. e 
3 0) 


dumps will make it difficult for ivi 
me surviving specialist j 
talk, no definitive action, on AM stereo, FM Suan bere peace be lots 


Vide : 
O games: Programmables above $150 will have tough time as home computer busi 
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Bkims off high-end customers, Of 6 majors now offering programmables, at least 2 will drop 


But. Software could be big profit story in games. Game sales could approach 10 million as 


jarGt ‘ t he ve en eh chi 3S to Oar ound all-& -p z Ss wi urvive stubbor nly 
Supplier =) al las I B . B ll & vad « i : 


Computers; With big names now committed to home computer business, year of steady but 
finspectacular growth is in store. Central event will be introduction of TI's computer, now ex- 
pected at June CES. Flexibility will be watchword: Products must be great video games first 


computers 2nd. Prices will continue to scatter across $300-$1, 200 s 
emerging as solid point near year's end. ae PLANES ho 


Handhelds: Area of most exciting growth & change in 1979 will be sophisticated handheld 
offspring of calculators & games. Field includes portable language translators, spelling & 
math learning games. Biggest 1979 addition will be hand-held computers in $200 -$300 range 
First such devices may be glorified memory-storage units, but refinements will come quickly 
Many new units will be multi-purpose, upgradeable via program cartridges; some may even j 
be consumer programmable. Manufacturers will try to avoid overcompetition & price erosion 


6f calculator days, but will succeed only in postponing it until 1980. Handheld market will 
easily double to $400 million in 19. 


U.S. INNOVATION RESUMING —GRIFFITHS: Led by record RGA research spending, ‘American 
ability to innovate will evidence itself in consumer products in the years ahead.” That's firm 
belief of RCA Pres. Edgar Griffiths. "We're pouring more money into research than we 

have ever expended in the past," he told us in interview. ‘Nobody's going to outspend us, we 
fully intend to get results and we fully intend to be competitive with anybody anywhere.” 


Griffiths minimizes decision to buy VCR from Japan. ‘We had the technical capability but 
decided not to go forward and instead to concentrate on the [video] disc. I have great respect 
for the Japanese but I don't have fear of the Japanese.’ Asked about frequently heard proposals 
to upgrade U.S. consumer electronics technology by modifying antitrust laws to permit com- 
panies here to merge R&D work, he said he didn't think it was necessary—"'if you do that, they're 
no longer competitors," adding "I don't know that the Japanese truly do that either.”’ 


Decision on videodisc marketing hasn't yet been made, but "we're very encouraged now 
[and] taking a very searching look at some market research data.’’ When disc system was sent 
, back to lab, it had half-hour coated disc and couldn't be sold for under $600 —now it plays for 
1 one hour per side of uncoated disc ani can go on market at less than $400—'we consider this 
absolutely vital.'' He added: ‘We will not be motivated by anything that anyone else does or 
does not do.'’ Griffiths conceded that he was ‘astounded’ by RCA'’s long history of unfulfilled 
forecasts & commitments —including ''Holotape Selectavision'' of the ‘60s. ''When we're going 
to do something or not do it you'll know it. What we say we're going to do we will do." 


| Other products of future on which RCA is working include flat-screen TV, combination 

| TV camera & portable VCR, practical application of home computer. On last item, he elabo- 

Y rates: ''We're working very hard on what really is the meaning of the home computer. . -and 

0 from a practical, viable standpoint what you can do with it.’ He sees it eventually mating with 
flat-panel screen in home communications system. As to projection TV, he doesn’t consider 

it step toward flat-screen other than in size. "It has problems in focus, brightness and price — 
we haven't jumped into it because we feel it’s not that satisfactory a product.” 


On potential quota of unfinished TV sets from Taiwan (see p. 10): “If it's something we can 
live with, that terminates the problem,’ He said that "our people’ have been in touch with U.S. 
negotiators on subject. 


As to 1979: "I am not at all convinced we're going to have a recession. If there is to be 
one, in my judgment it will be mild and I think it will be in the latter part of the year. For 
consumer electronics [and for RCA] it will be another good year.!" For Griffiths' views on 
NBC & broadcasting, see p. 1. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 

Joseph Keenan advanced to Atarl chro Armee 
ecii ost as 
ing founder Nolan Bushnell, ecial p 

Ray Kassar, 


now in SP 
formerly a con 
succeeding Keenan; Dean 
dir. of new Electronic 
sal promoted at 
replacing John 
senior 
ract 


creative consultant; 
sultant, appointed pres., 
Gavin named sales & mktg. 

Toy & Game Div George Ditoma 
Milton Bradley to mktg. senior vp, 
O'Donnell, now Game & Educational Divs. 
vp-gen. mgr Stan Lindenbaum resigns as Inte 


cast region sales mgr. 
Sony Industries 


Frank Leonardi advanced al $ 
) 


Audio Products Diy. from national mktg. MBF- 
succeeding Gus Ishida, returning to 


vp-gen. MmBr-: S 
Roth resigns 45 Onkyo 


parent in Japan. . Jerry : i 
national sales mgr Jan, 12...Stephen Davis, 


Acoustic Fiber pres-, adds post of chmn..-. Jon Bart, 
ex-Deutsch Relays, joins TDK as naHonal service 
mer.; Robert Miller, ax-Equity Adv., appointed 
asst. ad mgr. 

Jesse Levine advanced from pres. to chmn., 
PTV Network (projection TV)... Vincent Donohoe, 
ex-managing dir. of Speywood Communications, 
London (projection Ty), named to board of Big Pic- 
ture Inc., Titusville, Fla., responsible for inter- 
national marketing of new Aquabeam projection sys- 
tem (Vol. 18:35 p10). . Burton Snider, ex-Morse, 
joins Gusdorf as midwest region sales mgr. - . Philip 
Roth advanced at RCA to staff vp, {financial analysis, 


licensing. 

Dan Seale promoted at Fairchild from special 
projects worldwide mktg. mgr. to mktg. dir. for 
new FIRE Microcomputer Group, responsible for 
MPU mktg...Klaus Jotten shifts from Siemens 

urope to mktg. vp of U.S. Siemens Components 

Group. ..Steven Miller, ex-TI, named pres. of 
Sawtek, new Orlando, Fla. surface acoustic wave 
filter producer formed in venture with Piezo Tech- 
nology; Ronald Rosenfeld, ex-Motorola, named yp... 
ton: d Whitt joins Raytheon Distributor Product 

ration as product mgr. responsible for replace - 
tt semiconductors. . , James Iacono, ex-Interna- 
ial Importers, joins Switchcraft as Chicago 


; Second shipment of videodiscs went from MCA 
to Atlanta dealers last week in anticipation of new 
supplies of players from Magnavox. MCA Disco- 
yision Program Vp Norman Glenn said virtually 
entire first shipment of discs had been sold by the 
3 retailers there. Increasing shipments of players 
are expected by mid-Jan. Add to growing store - 
house of videodisc -purchaser anecdotes (unverified): 
Hy co ee Saudi Arabia,’ said caller to 

ept. store. ‘Send mea 
Jan. 25 or I'll buy Rich's.” yibeodlas RAISE DY 


Duty-free treatment may be end 
assembled in Virgin ialandenicd suieed Ghee ae 
Customs is studying legality of assessing duty on at 
least foreign-made content of such watches. As 
semblers in VI and other duty-free U.S territ ri 
pay no duties on imported parts. eS 
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SONY NET DOWN: Sony closed fiscal 1978 (to¢ 
31) with net off 26% from 1977, despite rise in 

solidated sales of 5.70 toa record of $2.73 bill 
Sony's 1978 results were hampered by sluggish 
4th-quarter performance, as sales rose 
net dropped 36.9%. Sony said rapid rise in: 
yen resulted in sharp reduction in book val 
sales, corresponding rise in cost ratios. 1 
volume of major products, Sony pointed out, ine: 
significantly. : 


For year, Sony said sales in Japan rose If 
$1.1 billion, to account for 40.1% of total, up fre 
38. Tb in 1977, while overseas sales edged up 
$1.63 billion. Full-year sales by products 
$858.1 million, up 0.8% for 31.4% of tota 
33%); audio recorders & radios $474 mill! 
9.2% for 17.4% (down from 20.2%), VTRs- 
lion, up 25.6% for 16.8% (up from 14.1%); 
equipment $318.5 million, up 8.2% for 11. 
11.4%); other products, including magn 
$620.5 million, up 13% for 22.7% (up from 

——_s—_—_ 

Taiwan Govt, is receiving words o! 
that U.S. manufacturers will keep asse 
there despite loss of U.S. diplomatic r 
Govt.- issued press release quotes RC. 
L.R. Wolter saying that top company 
cluding Pres. Edgar Griffiths, support e 
Suesations in Taiwan. General Instru 
res. Robert Schieber is cited as pledging 
ahead with $2. 5-million relay plantithene 5 


i‘ 


France will grant abo mm 
$117. 5-million joint IC eradectiaal enti 
tablished there by National Semicon: 
bain. Plant construction is d ‘ 
with completion in early 1980. Initial emp 
of 300 is to expand to 800 by 1985. 
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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


sales to dealers (total market), from EIA, for week ended Dec. 22 (51st week of 1978) 
: 8) L 


Dec. 1977 % Dec 
1978 
16-22 week change 9-15 to date aaa ice 
é 
rrotal TVines este 324,055 278,461 +16.4 $88,036 15,954,264 14 459 : 
oo a ae 199,680" 176,097 413.4 299) 95 Derr  D 


monochrome... 124,375 102,364 421.5 445 411 10,030, 200** 8,904,777 412.6 


5, 924, 064 
pomeVGR ae 68313 1,021 01m enn Sona ap eo aaa 
i] Total radlo...--: ’ . . 4 658, 941 44, 576 264 — . 
Ip | home, portable. 340,723 749,304 54.5 447/739 92/0661 243 a7" 540" re 22.8 
} AM-only....-- 169, 435 240,989 -29.7 167, 009 7, 787. 131 iat maa aa are 
i FM & FM-AM. 171,288 508,315 -66.3 280,730 241279112 30,31, o4s ars 
auto 22 eee 228,096 271,715 =16.1 214, 2029012) 510/021" 1a)eia iiss) seola 


Color TV 5-week moving average: 1978-230, 411+- 


1977-211, 611 (up 8.9%). 


Record for week. **Record year. 


® TV IMPORTS THROUGH NOV. TOP 10 MILLION: Stee Nov. rise in imports of in- 
| complete TVs pushed 11-month total past historic 10=million mark, as ahinniat of) satitecian | 


& b&w for period topped past full-year records, Commerce figures show. In relat - 
ments last week, Korea agreed to quota on color exports to U.S. and Tatung revealed aes be- 
come first Taiwan maker with U.S. color assembly plant. 


Nov. total TV imports of 1.03 million were up 50.9% from same 1977 month with \) 

7 ? co \h 

58.7% to 483,000, b&w up 44.6% to. 543,000. For 11-months, total imports were up 25.6% to” \ 
10.06 million, with color up 30.1% to 4.52 million, b&w up 22.2% to 5.53 million. Previous 


full-year records were 8.8 million total TV, 3.78 million color, both set in 1977; 5.06 million 
b&w, set in 1972. 


ea month, up 22.2%, 230,200 incompletes, up 
135.7%. For 11-months, completes totaled 2/53 million, up 7.1%, incompletes just under 2 
million, up 78.7%. Month also saw import of 39,000 home & commercial VCRs, up 22%, rais- | 
ing 11-month total to 454, 300, up 187.9%. | 


TV imports for month by country, with 11-month results in parentheses: Japan total 258, - 

000, down 1% (2.92 million, dt down 17 7.6%); color 128,300, down 21.2% (1.57 million, down 

25.7%); b&w 129, 800, up 32.7% (1,35 million, up 6.1%). Taiwan total 413,200, up 62.5% (4.41 __ 
million, up 58.5%); color 123, 700 up 133.5% (1.34 million, up 243.3%); b&w 289,600, up 43.9% 
(3.07 million, up 28.3%). Korea total 178,900, up 92% Se million, up 87.5%); color 58, 100, 
up 192.6% (355, 600, up 344.2%); b&w 120,800, up 64.8% (1.04 million, up 56.5%). Canada . 
color 21,500, up 56.1% (196, 000, up 259.7%). Singapore color 11, 600, up 725.8% (58,500, up | 
345.3%). U.K. was source for 2,000 under-11" b&w in Noy. (up 152.8%), 19,500 forli-months | 
(up 10-fold), all presumably Sinclair mini’s. 


For full period, color imports from Japan included 1.36 million completes (down 29.1%), 
208, 100 incompletes (up 8. 5, while completes from Taiwan rose 89.4% to 566,500 and incom - 
pletes leaped 748.9% to 773,100. Mexico, where RCA, Sylvania & Zenith have chassis assembly 
plants, supplied 138,900 incomplete color sets in month (up 164.5%), 995, 600 for full period 
(up 21.3%), indicating 1978 was first million-chassis year. 


| 
. 
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tion ¢ 
port c 
shore 
in related areas, stud 


or erecting trade barriers. 
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corporate 
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Separately, GAO issued report highly critical of import ad 
impacted businesses administered by Commerce. GAO says p 
publicized and generally unattractive to companies because of 


Quotas should be accompanied b 
sf domestic industry. (4) Establishment of mec 
ompetition through production rationalization or m 


also recommends U.S, jn 
and provide marketing help for U.S. manufact 
| ¢ manufacturers should do some corporate soul 
U.S. attitudes and philosophy are as much at fault 
ition as are deficiencies in the economic environment."' 
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yY Comprehensi 
hanism to help 
odernizatio 


ve program for rehabilita- 
U.S. companies meet {m - 
n rather than moving off- 


Sist Japan really open door f 
or more im- 
urers who want to sell there. It also says 
~Searching to determine "extent to which 
for inadequate response to foreign com- 


justment assistance program of 
rogram is under-utilized, under- 


tough eli 
(10, 125%) interest rate on loans. In addition, GAO says, pro Serer er teria and high 


of im roving stren 


New software packages for VCR acquired by 
etic Video Corp. include 21 features from 

ee -o subsidiary Brut Productions, including 
ache Habits" (Glenda Jackson), ''Night Watch!’ 
(elisabeth Taylor), "Touch of Class" (George Segal), 
"Hugo the Hippo" (animated). Pact provides for ex- 
clusive worldwide distribution, including all Brut 

eleases for next 5 years, in pattern set by MVC 

. ct with Avco Embassy. MVC also plans to add 
ae non-movie programs, following successful 
experiment with sports selections, Company has 
irae deal with Bill Burrud Productions (‘Animal 
World" TV show) for series of wildlife programs 
and has bought rights to Pathe News, oldest source 
of film footage, dating back to 1895. MVC will 
offer about 20 one-hour packages derived from 
Burrud & Pathe, will exhibit special disco dance- 
lesson programming at CES for dealer reaction— 
its first show produced especially for home video, 
First Brut features go into distribution next April. 


Home video developments will get heavy 
coverage at 9th annual ITA seminar April 1-4 at 
Hilton Head, S.C. April 2, first day of workshop 
sessions, Will start with speakers on marketing pre- 
recorded software. Afternoon has panel discussions 
on VCRs, prerecorded tape & blank tape, followed 
by copyright session, April 3 morning workshop 
includes videodisc marketing report from Magnayox 


Vp Ken Ingram, talk on stereo audio for TV by GTE's 


William Enders. Following day will include full 
afternoon of talks on European home video market. 
Program details, registration information from 
ITA, 10 W. 66th St., N. Y. 10023 (212-787-0910). 


Bally is leaving unprofitable home pinball busi- 
ness. Market never materialized for market leader 
Bally, estimated to have sold only 4, 000-8, 000 in 
first-half 1978 (Vol. 18:40 p13). In most recent 
statements, company has reaffirmed commitment to 


n or competitiveness of import-injured Cc 


Bram generally hasn't met foal 
Ompanies, 


TDK settled on site near Atlanta for integrated 
videocassette plant. While full details on Lveotact 
won't be announced until this week at CES, TDK last 
May said plans called for million-a-month capacity, 
with production starting in 1981 (Vol, 18:21 p9). 

Plant will be TDK's 2nd in U.S, Irvine, Cal. faci- 
lity assembles audio Cassettes, and capacity is 

being doubled to 3 million monthly. Sony currently 
produces both video & audio cassettes in Dothan, 

Ala. ... Japan's Murata is building 25, 000-sq.-ft, 
plant in Douglasville, Ga. for production of axial- 
lead, radial-lead & chip monolithic ceramic capa- 
citors, plans expansion to include piezoelectric 
{filters & reasonators. Firm js continuing output of 
ceramic disc capacitors in Rockmart, Ga. facility... 
Texas Instruments is adding 146,000 sq. ft. to pres- 
ent 77, 000-sq,-ft. semiconductor plant in Japan, 
acquiring 2 sites near Tokyo for new facilities. 


Next videodisc market or markets may be 
announced this week by Magnavox. Meanwhile, com- 
pany made 2nd Magnavision player shipment to 
Atlanta dealers, is expected to ship fairly steadily 
now as production steps up. Latest videodisc anec- 
dote: Rich's dept. store in Atlanta has adopted spe- 
cial security measures to safeguard Magnavision 
display after being offered $10,000 for a player. 
Company decided that if they're really worth that 
much, players might be worth stealing. 


Automatic Radio results for year to Sept. 30 
(see financial table) show company had $12. 4-mil- 
lion loss from discontinued car stereo business, 
including $7.7 million writeoff following sale of 
operation to Altus for $12.5 million last June (Vol. 
18;25 p10), Restatement of finances [for fiscal 1977 
shows $4. 5-million loss from car stereo on sales 
of $44.8 million. 


Instant factory rebates are feature of Magnavox 


video games (Vol. 18:49 p11) but pinball action raises 
doubts about Bally involyement in consumer products. 
Other video game big name which may be contem-= 
plating pullout is Coleco, Coleco $100 programmable 
was dicsounted in N, Y. in Dec. at $30, $50 dedicated 

,at $20. Coleco officials were unavailable for com- 
ment at press time. 


annual sale running Jan. 21-March 5. Company will 
supply dealers with checks in $20-S50 range to be 
given to consumers buying one of fourteen 19” & 15" 
color TVs or 11 audio units included in event. Sale 
pricing of models will be up to dealers, who also have 
option of keeping checks themselves and, presumably, 
passing saving on in form of price cut. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


Edward Duggan Su 
moted from chiof finane 


officer, assuming 


Fred Tushinsky. who moves to new 
chief exec. of subsidiary Marantz. -« 
Harman -Kardon pres. 
succeeding Arthur 


senior VP, Pro~ 
ief operating 
. Vp 


as pres. 
resigned over 
Grill advanced 
mer. togen. MB. 
post. 

John Kay, 
as mktg. VP, succeeding 


Edward Hart, ex-Fedders, appoin 
ing some duties of Iry Stern, who 


exec, vp, assum 

continues as JDL exec. Vp & mktg. exec. YP of 
parent Harman International. . . Albert Tortorella. 
former GE Housewares & Audio Business Div. PR 


mgr., now Burson-Marsteller media placement 
yp... Bruno Hochatrasser promoted at Studer to 
pres. of U.S. sales arm Studer Revox; Rob Robin- 
gon appointed Revox sales mgr- 

Hiroe Osafune, Nippon Electric overseas oper- 
ations vp, adds post as chmn. of new U.S. IC sub- 
sidiary Electronic Arrays; §, Nakanuma, NEC Ic 
production technology dir-. named EA technology 
vp; 8. Yawata, NEC MPU Systems Dept. mgr.. 
appointed EA technology transfer mér- - Donald 
Neubauer advanced at Centralab from special pro- 
grams mgr. to Electronic Controls Group mktg. 
mgr..- Michael Ayers, ex-Ampex, joins National 
Semiconductor as Computer Products Group PR mer. 


Kenneth Lawrence, ex-Hertz. named RCA 
Service administration & business analysis dir. -. 
Do Pyong Chang named acting dir., Korea Electron- 
ics Industry Promotion, N.Y., succeeding In Kyun 
Lah, returning to Korea... Donald Kingsboro, 
former independent sales rep, joins Atarl as sales 
& mktg dir., replacing Don Thompson (ex-sales 
dir.) & Michael Shea (ex-mktg. dir.), who left com- 

y in wake of recent top management change that 
saw founder Nolan Bushnell shifted from chmn. to 
engineering consultant (Vol. 19:1 p12)... Mel Kirsch 
udvanced at Zenith N.Y. from vp-gen. sales mgr. 

fo N.J. branch exec. vp. 

——3-———_- 

__ Mergers & acquisitions: Commodore offers to 
cquire Lafayette in exchange for 10-year debentures 
$10.9-million face value. It's $rd takeover 

n last year for financially-troubled retailer. 

ers, from investment banking group & Harrison 
0, fell through. If latest bid goes through, it 

; give Commodore national distribution for per- 

‘Si soe computers, put it into direct competition with 

a oShack. Lafayette, meanwhile, says it’s in 

{ rr to banks, is trying to renegotiate credit agree - 

ments... BSR has agreed to acquire hi-fi equipment 

producer DBX for $8 million. .. Pitmey-Bowes has 
acquired 2 million of Dictaphone's 4.3 million out- 
standing shares through $28-per-share tender offer 
one ‘3 will propose merger. . .Cornell-Dubilier 

PS = saspals, ot bankrupt Electro-Motive for un- 


ex-Sankyo, joins Altus (car stereo) 
William Cox, resigned... 
ted JBL mktg- 


[Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Compa , ’ 


These are [atest reports an oblained during past week, Dagh 
jedicates informa lian not available al press time Amoustt expresned 


je dollars Payentnenet denote jows 


ee * 
- tt 
F tomatic Radio At 
Autom_year to sept. JO, 21,312,000 | (11,728, 000)% 
1977-year to Sept. 40 24,719,000 2,255,000) |e 
i97B-atr. to Sept. 30), 4,262,000 1,068,000) | — 
1977-qtr. ta Sept 30 3,308,000 4,160,000 
Chris-Craft Industries i, 
1978-gtr. to Nov, 30 27,229,000 2,288,000 |} _ 
yo77-qtr. ta Nov. 30 22,275,000 1,154,000 | "9a 
FA leways 1 
1978-9 mo. to Nov. 30 115,726,000 6,538,000 — 
1977-9 mo. to Nov. 30 103,291 ,000 2,576,000 
1978-qtr. to Nov. 30 47,144,000 289 
1977-qtr. to Nov. 30 36 ,663 ,000 1,320 
Kansas State Network 
| 1978-qtr. to Nov. 30 5,137,000 
1977-qtr. to Nov. 30 4,271,000 
MGM 
197B-qtr. to Nov. 3” 143,395 ,000 26,016,009 
1977-atr. to Nov. 30 74,522,000 
A. C, Nielsen 
| 1978-qtr. to Nov. 30), 90,770,000 
1977-qtr. to Nov. 30 74,577,000 
SBE 
1978-year to Oct. 31 6 562,500 309 
1977-year to Oct. 31 15,037,410 | (4,027,¢ 


b 


Notes: “After special charge. Restated. 


Sony hag put prices « delivery dates (early 
Jan.) on portable Betamax VCR and compan 
camera first demonstrated last April (Vo 
18:19 p&). HVC-1000 camera has single * 
tube, reflex optical viewfinder, 3X zoom lens 
matic aperture control, weighs 4.8 lb., lists) 
$1,400 (AC adaptor $110). VCR weighs 18,7511 
records in X2 mode, plays back in X1 or X2, I 
at $1,300 (AC adaptor $140). Optional tunerctl 
also contains AC adaptor. Sony's one-pi ons 
2-lens projection systems, now being d 
first Sony products using VIR color adjt 
reported here, they're priced at $3,500 
model, $4,000 for 72" (Vol. 18:43 p9) 
received contract from All Nippon Tes 
50" projection systems, VCRs & color 
32 planes, including 21 wide-body L-10 
saci es formes to use 2 projection systems, la 

st order, replacing m 3. wilt 
plete by end ft. 


More than 440 linear CB am =. 
{rom Brewer Labs, Porter, amen at 
maratale. _celmire followed pea 

. Commission ba ee 
fiers in April 1978. nned wal s/on Unear CE 


Columbia Pictures Videocassette Servic 
Chicago, now has 124 duplicstararatt ~ instal 
of 2 Panasonic VHS systems. — 


= a rh A le | 
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consumer Electro 


A Section of Television Digest with Consumer Electron| 
nics 


$+ FINANCE ) 


— 


— STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


ures on 1978 consumer electronics 
For preview, see below. Sales to dealers are scheduled for offi- 


18 gALES—10, 236,300 COLOR, 402,000 VCR: Color m 


> V sales tod 
1 978 at some 10,236,300 sets; b&w sales at 6,064 400 were beat ers busted all records 


uN 1,300, 700 were 2nd highest in history. VCR sales came in at some 401 sae total TV sales 
0 ) ’ . 


aye » of major video products in con 

That's story O° Majesco broaucts sumer electronics! 

be filled in when EIA releases figures officially this week, Vaacls col eee Cyphers will 

ard 9,106,826 sold in 1977 and 5% over previous record set in 1973. BRw mailer up 12.4% 

by 71%. Dec. sales, at more than 1.1 million, marked 10th monthly inci i MES a 

OY ogt. failed to set new marks for month, nm 1978—only Jan, 
year-end color inventories were in good shape, jud b 

agtory-plus-distributor levels over end of 1977- in BD sales pace—up only 2, 3% 


: al 
ec, sales & 5-week moving average both up 7.1% from year earlier: Waiaens en 


a 
D 
week. 


ORGANIZES AROUND VIDEODISC; Underscoring i 
ss ra staked out videodisc business as separate operati : ot ee or new product 
management separate from Consumer Electronics Diy. Its decision to proceed with alge 
duction & marketing — forecast in these pages just 2 weeks ago (Vol. 19:1 p8) — won't Saran 
in product before late 1980 or early 1981. It appears to bypass further standardization disc 
sions with Japanese, challenging them instead to come along with RCA (or Philips/MCA) aarcised 
or risk stigma of launching "non-standard" system. aban 


RCA's creation last week of Selectavision Videodise Operation (SVO) provided opportur ty 


both to reward and make new use of team which brought its TV set operation out of dic 

slough into leadership (and profitable) position. Roy Pollack, Cousin ae (CED) 
yp-gen. mgr., will be elected corporate group vp Feb. 7 with responsibility for SVO & Sol a 
State Div. in addition to CED. Former Div. Mktg. Vp Jack Sauter takes over from Pollack as 
head of CED, Jay Brandinger, ex-CED engineering vp, takes command at new SVO as div, vp. 
Bernard Vonderschmitt continues as vp-gen. mgr., Solid State Div. Richard Sonnenfeldt “who. ; 
led videodisc development under corporate banner, becomes special corporate products vp, ak || 
reporting to Pres. Edgar Griffiths. Exec. Vp Herbert Schlosser cor tinues to head disc soft- 


ware development. J. Peter Bingham succeeds Brandinger as CED engineering \ Be i eo 


Green light for disc was announced Jan. 9 by Pre . Griffiths, who noted R' 
its 3 goals—selling price $400 or less, uncoated 2-ho abilit 
videodisc "greatest opportunity since the introduc launch new 
uct, forecast it would be "'multi-billion-dollar b 5." 
itance player, described here last May (Vol. 18 live scan" & autor 
features, accommodates disc mounted in lastic | “addy, has only 4 controls, is extren 
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1] manager had bought in Atlanta on Dec, 15 
: +! + 


Opening day, hastily Put up Signs, 
Uality of picture on Ty Projection screen in this 


WAS 80 good that {t f 
Purveyor of recorded good that it left little 
g THEME: 'WHAT, ME WORRY?! Recession? 
week 


What recession? It looked as - 
. electronics industry had adopted Mad Magazine's Grinning Alfred B. Nena aaron 
sumer Seta upbeat & record-breaking Winter CES in Las Vegas, Notwithstanding national 
at last ¥ . ¥ Teporters who never made show 
ress there was nothing but optimism & smiles from throngs which packed exhibit areas from 
Dg opening right through Jan. 9 shutdown. 
Jan. © : 


icial attendance of 53,498 made it not only b but 2nd-largest consumer 
ote inds stry conclave ever held, topped only by 55,343 who m 
electx 


ade Summer CEs in Chicago 
: June. For record, total was up 25% from 1978, first year WORS was switched from Chicago 
as oa 
i Las Vegas. 


asn't big buying event. Dumps were nowhere to be found, and close 
Ee TERRE who arrive 


€s learned to their relief that action had 
in just as strong at retail. Dealers were on hand with plenty of buying cash, but didn't throw 
been bs ; Instead, they sought reasonable quantities of mid-to-high 
it Fe Fae to feel pinch appeard to be no-name importers 
Only 


ynautho: 
doubt vi 


est Winter CEs, 


separate display sites, one off main Convention Center floor, other in Jockey Club a bus 
for 2 ah Jockey Club wasn't enthusiastically reviewed, many fin 
hop awety 


mphasis was, as expected, on mini-combo b&w (Vol. 18:51 p9) shown by all 
ae ny VaRuRIORE and host of small importers. VCRs, particularly new crop portables & 
eer bles, drew full share of attention and buying interest, as did displays of software 
Dera eeeeel of which had screened-off porno-flick Viewing areas, Color got short shrift. 
suppliers, 


S. -brand producers exhibited, and Japanese, Taiwanese & Koreans, whose yolume is 
Ne. ality quota, weren't looking for new customers, 


teemed with 
‘og i ark at show was future of mini audio components, Floor 
ae ee pes © uho-arniiden Samples in all conceivable price classes. Show lee 
OC suns i still left worrying whether minis should be pushed as high-priced ey eee: ow- 
eT a stitute for compacts or both. Conventional console business showed oe of af ae it 
a are just audio coffins" quipped one eae Pevencsna ee REN bat ab a 
’ ey Pa : = : " “s : 

vith flashing disco lights. Elec ; 
ays pee systems being shown by such pace-setters as Lloyds, cae aan ee ores 
ate that LED clocks, digital frequency displays & meters will be common at Summ 

c re '] 

Chicago next June. 


falling ther 

There were games, gadgets & gimmicks galore, but vere bbe are suitable for al 

kup. Dealers seem to be learning that not all electronic pr ed to be doing well, and CB 

stared Suppliers of multi-function pecker ke Mee paca shila’ telephone A ERARIO TIEN 
Saleh tability. Action in car stereo 7 ) ThEREYERDEASIEO 

SEES wee selltaee phones themselves were relatively dead issue. Consu PP 

a} 


be in no hurry to buy replacements for instruments supplied by Ma Bell. 


u by Ga ! ~ ! 


- ’ 
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operation of your business." . Jateryiewe'16d Fim OaBTaree ach 
how news & In : r 
TT aU 4-hour daily videotape of 8 ' ived in all individual rooms, 
noteh eee unquiit access, despite er ey cond eee anee ipo! show sponsor EIA cae 
bits thems 3 ared taller, more elaborate ©is ; cap exhibltoraltrant 
aaa Liantcoaled Gamup ts start considering new display rules to kee} blocking 
sumer blectrc : « 
out other booths. 
. t, signed by Korean govt 
: lor TV export quota pact, Gt 
COLOR TV QUOTA VEXES KOR Ee alee off of what was to have been major selling event lee 


eve of Winter CES (Vol. 19:2 p8), team here in closing months of 1978, ; 


2 ales S 
leading Korean importers. Koreans turned on sale WS INC call be cutting back by half ners 
geared up for Las Vegas push to double color TV volume, faq. 


One result may be 1979 b&w glut. : 
‘We had been warning our buyers this might happen, but ey bpieircatenrp as 

id Wood, exec. vp of Bohsei, supplier of own & p made _ 
were told by Jerry Wood, : s & discounters. Bohsei has started SCOUring 


y " t I ain 
promotional 13" & 19! color models to majo® © T's valona Ltd., Hong Kong financial group 


y has contac 7 
orld for new supply sources. Company n! sure about ng!) 
en acquired Admiral's Taiwan plant last year, "but they don’t seem their plang,’ 


Nig on Hohsei's talk list is Grupo Industrial Alfa, parent of Philco de Mexico andi recentipizeas 


5 ie vati -e (Vol. 18:52 p9). (Alpha this week announced acquig{. 
chaser of Admiral's TV operation there (Vol oes at sitenporainate Baan contazGat toon Bosh 


avox operation in Mexico.) Produc : 7 he 
fon. at eiaany aeaié yet, "We may have to start thinking about producing here, Woods sa d. 
‘ Asst. Vp N. K. Woo saidgg 


J t Gold Star. 
ituation was no better, perhaps even worse, a 
nie SET 200, 000 color sets to U.S. aot year, heater bet irt Company 
s Woo, ‘we can a1] 
for 1979 was 400,000, but now, Say AS Sean amCe ERTS change US oe 


tion,’ or 100,000-125,000. Because of the > ia 
mize dollar volume by dropping promotional models in favor of sets with electronic tuning - 


mote control. | 
Importers are nervously awaiting word on allocation. Total of 400,000 color sets importey | 
from there last year was divided about evenly between Gold Star & Samsung, and quota ; 
will be apportioned along same lines, leaving little for newcomers. Situation iB partic is 
@rious for Taiwan, which is understood to have imported only about 10,000 13" & 19 sets | 
ar. Plans for 1979 called for broadening line from present 1 to 3 models in each size 
fs of about 200,000, with 2nd-half shipments at 30,000-monthly rate, or nearly double th 
inthly limit established for all Korean color exports. 


ic Korean game plan now is to switch much of export production to b&w, which 
of sets in 2nd quarter. At same time, they'll start exploring color sales op 
rc & Latin America, press Korean govt. to launch color telecasting there by 

®1 home market could absorb 600,000 to 1 million color sets in first year, which) 
fhem to keep color output & R&D at profitable level until July 1980 when U.S. quo 


xpires. 


Mirco & Fairchild settled 1977 video game suit Japanese transformer maker Tabuchi B 


i countersuit (Vol. 17:46 p10), terms undisclosed. 

In $8-million antitrust action, Mirco charged Fair- 
child tried to keep it out of game business by with- 
holding ICs. Fairchild filed $3 million breach-of- 
contract counterclaim alleging Mirco refused to 
accept delivery of chips and had placed orders even 
though it knew game couldn't pass FCC type-approval 
tests. Mirco has since abandoned video game pro- 
duction plan. 


RCA denied report issued by Taiwan's Chinese 
Information Service that it plans to invest $80 mil- 
lion in new LSI production facility there, saying no 

such major project is in works. 


is following customers to U.S., investing 
to build plant in Tenn. for production of tran 
for color TV & microwave ovens. Fucility 
near Memphis, where Sharp is building co 
MW oven plant, just across Mississippi R 
Sanyo's Forrest City, Ark. color plant. Outputi 
slated to begin in Sept. “a 


Overseas production shift is planned by Uys 
resistor producer Dale Electronics, Company 


a 


it plans to make about 8% of U.S. market 
ments in unspecified foreign low-wage are / 
of this year, 20% in 1980. Move won't result in 
offs here, company stated. : i= 
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VCR 'COMPATIBILITY' WOES: Problems of in- 
compatibility of some VCRs & recorded cassettes 
with some TV sets have become serious enough for 
EIA to take a look. Manufacturers' association is 
picking special engineering subcommittee to try to 
prevent them from worsening into crisis. The areas 
of concern: (1) "Trick" effects on new step-up ma- 
chines—freeze-frame, slow motion, visible fast- 
forward—don't work properly on some TV sets. 

(2) Anti-piracy encoding used by some software 
manufacturers throws some sets out of sync. 


In both cases, VCR is generating non-standard 
signal which can't be accepted by some sets. Soft- 
ware encoding problem, first reported in these 
pages last Nov. (Vol. 18:46 p10), is considered 
more critical, although estimates of its extent vary. 
One major dealer, New England Video Center Pres. 
John Zeisler, told us "about 50% of the Magnetic 
Video cassettes we sell are returned" because of 
set compatibility problems. On other hand, Mag- 
netic Video Corp. (MVC) Pres. Andre Blay said: 
"We have a hotline for consumer complaints and we 
certainly haven't been bombarded." 


Cited by set makers & dealers as cause of prob- 
lem are encoding systems used by MVC, Allied 
Artists and some other software sources. These 
can be defeated easily by professional pirates using 
time-base correctors, but prevent casual copying 
by consumers and less-well-equipped dealers. But 
anti-piracy systems, which change frequency & 
amplitude of vertical sync pulse during blanking 
interval, can cause some sets to go out of sync— 
and with new sets which use automatic digital sync 
systems (with no manual adjustment) there's no way 
consumer can get picture to stop rolling. 


Quasar VCR Mgr. Anthony Mirabelli summed 
up dismay of some set makers when he said: "As 
an industry, we have no right to fool with the FCC's 
signal-transmission standard...Set manufacturers 
can't plan future receiver designs if they're ex- 
pected to accept all kinds of non-standard signals." 


MVC Pres. Andre Blay said encoding wasn't 
specified by owners of programs it distributes but 
that he felt it "desirable feature" to prevent some 
piracy. "At what point does the tradeoff become 
worth it? We're concerned, but we're not going to 
throw in the towel at the first complaint. When it's 
evident that a set won't accept the [encoded] tape, 
we'll exchange it for one without MV-Gard [MVC's 
encoding process]."' If it's evident problem is wide- 
spread, Blay told us, "we're not going to protest 
till hell freezes over." 


Allied Artists Consumer Products Group Vp 
Jay Feldman said his company's contracts with other 
movie producers, which will be announced soon, 
provide for some form of piracy prevention. "'Pi- 
racy is always in their minds and we must reassure 
them. [Encoding] prevents casual duplication. The 
distributor & dealer must understand that if they 
want the business to continue in 1985 they must make 
sure it's still there. 'Wild Geese' made its theatri- 
cal debut in Nov. We're already releasing it on 
cassette. If it's ripped off, there'll be nothing left 
by 1985." 
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RCA officials told us last Nov. they hadn't heard 
of any problem with encoded cassettes. Last week, 
in answer to our question, Product Planning Vp 
David Daly said: "It's a problem large enough for 
EIA." EIA's Eb Tingley said subcommittee is now 
being assembled, will hold first meeting on subject 
within month. ITA will also take look at problem, 
says Exec. Dir. Larry Finley. 


COMPUTERS SCORE AS GAMES: Judging from 
events at CES, computers are up, video games are 
down, but combination of both is really where it's 
at. Surprise introduction by Bally of computer add- 
on to $300 video game paralleled expected debut of 
Mattel game-computer. Coleco officially left pro- 
grammable video game business. Conference talks 
centered on bright possibilities in computer busi- 
ness rather than uncertain ones in game industry. 


Arthur D. Little consultant Bill Meserve out- 
lined study showing that consumers made up only 5% 
of $170-million personal computer market in 1978. 
Meserve predicted consumer share would grow to 
20% by 1982—$234-million chunk of $1. 1-billion 
business. But he warned that successful companies 
would be those which could identify specific applica- 
tions within consumer market and produce hardware 
& software to satisfy specific demands. He cited TI, 
Atari, & Mattel as fitting description. Other speak- 
ers also urged industry to seek new applications, 
but didn't have many suggestions. 


Bally computer add-on ''docks'' with video game, 
has own computer language (English-language ''Gra- 
fix''), will be $650 when (or if) it's on market by fall. 
Bally move is unusual in light of possibility Bally 


may be leaving video game business (Vol. 18:48 p11). 


Bally Pres. William O'Donnell said company sold 
only 28,000 video games last year and made no pro- 
fit from business and "'juryis still out." 


Mattel video game-computer uses same ''dock- 
ing'' format as Bally unit, but similarities end there. 
Dealer cost for Mattel unit, due for sale in Sept.: 
$165 for game, $165 for computer add-on. Excite - 
ment over Bally & Mattel units—both among top CES 
attractions—obscured other computer happenings: 

3 home computers made debuts at CES. Hong Kong 
firm EACA's "'Video Genie" is compatible with 
Radio Shack TRS-80 software and due here in May 
for $1,000. Termbray's ''Samson I" has 2K RAM 
for $250, Cybervision 4001, at $500, is due at 
Montgomery Ward by late summer. Interact up- 
graded computer to 16K RAM. Exidy plans to add 
COBOL & ALGOL language capability to ''Sorcerer'"' 
computer; company has acquired 48, 000-sq. -ft. 
plant in Sunnyvale, Cal. But biggest news in home 
computer industry for 1979 didn't emerge from 
Winter CES: Texas Instruments has yet to announce 
its personal computer. 


Voice synthesis may be next big feature of home 
computers & games. Ohio Scientific computer (Vol. 
18:45 p10) has $525 voice-synthesis option. Mattel 
unit has microphone & audio track on cassette stor - 
age for audio input and voice interaction. Fidelity 
Chess Challenger game (June delivery) announces 
moves to human opponent, $325. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


ointed Quasar mktg. dir. 

in initial structuring of sales & mktg. unit of Matsu- 
ghita Electric Corp. of America by new Pres. Alex 
Stone (Vol. 18:51, p10); Al Tate, former San Fran- 
cisco branch mégr., named sales dir., succeeding 
Finnegan; Victor Croft promoted from East Div. 
sales dir. to national sales mgr, John Fortino, ex- 
West Div. mgr., appointed national mdsg. & sales 
promotion mgr., James Moore, former sales & 
mktg. group controller, named national branch mer.; 
William Schultz, ex-customer order service mgr., 
now national physical distribution mgr.; 
former controller, named finance dir.; Sei Otsuka, 
shifts from treas. to sales & mktg. administration 
_..Dayid Arganbright advanced at RCA Sales to 

SR products mdsg. megr.; James Gatman promoted 
mdsg. mgr. 

Robert McFadden advanced at Midland from 

res. & chief operating officer to chmn.,-chief exec., 
succeeding John Lane, retired. ..Norm Skolnik, 
Superscope -Marantz autosound audio national sales 
mgr., assumes same responsibility for all Marantz 
audio products. ..Matt Alessi, ex-Lloyd's, joins 
Unisonic as national sales mgr. .. Al Gross, ex- 
True Temper, forms new CB antenna firm, Ohio 
Electronic Mfg. 


Don Fostle, ex-Boeing, joins Interact as mk 

yp. ..Rich Melmon resigns as Videobrain mktg. ty 
Bernard Appel advanced at Radio Shack from mdsg. 
vp to mdsg. & advtg. senior vp... Bruce Donaldson 
promoted at Mattel from west coast district sales 
mer. to field sales mgr...A.N. Laslo, ex-Gamble- 
Skogmo, joins Schaak Electronics as retail planning 
yp, assuming some former duties of Towru Nagano 
who continues as corp. development yp...Mike : 


William Finnegan app 


John Richert, 


= VOL. 19, 4g r 
Financial Reports of TV-Electronics . 


There ae latest reports a8 obtained dusting 
indicates (ntormation not available al prets ting, fe meal, 
ia dollars, Pareatheres denote fess, Wwate oy) 


\= 


ne 


Telecor 


1978-6 mo, to Nov. 30 76,927,000 
1977-6 mo, to Nov. 30 66,753,000 
1978-qtr. to Nov 30 4) 900,000 
1977-ate. to Nov. 30 47.799 .000 


United Cable TY 
1978-6 mo, to Nov. 


1977-6 mo. to Nov, 30 10,118,000 
1978-qtr. to Nov. 39 6,856 ,000 
1977-qtr. to Nov. 30 5,211 ,000 


iWale Disney Productions 
197A-qtr. to Dec. iN, 
1977-qtr. to Dec. =D) 


154,672,000 
137,106 ,000 


Notes: “Restated. "Adjusted. 


Villott, ex-Intel, jolns Motorola MPU Cane 

worldwide tactical mktg. mgr.; John Pa 
to business administration mgr... Ri a: 
ex-Raytheon, appointed Hughes Solid St 
MOS mktg. mgr. .- James Nord, ex-Mg 
pointed national sales mgr. of EMM Se 


Joseph Pershes joins Allied Arti a) 
unspecified mktg. post; Barry Gold mae 
& Cerwin-Vega, succeeds Pershes as 
tional sales mgr. Also at TEAC, 
ex-Arthur Andersen, joins as gen. sare 
Ellfot Schwartz, former AR sales dir. 
KLH sales dir. . .Steve Levine named | Pie 
west region sales mgr. 


Jack Wayman, EIA Consumer Electron\ 
senior vp, named NARDA man of year, 
Joseph Di Figlio advanced at Sampo f 
dir. to sales & mktg. vp... Peter Wal 
from mktg. service dir. to services di 
Tube & Distributor Products Divs... 
ex-Bell & Howell, joins GC Ele ron! 
development mgr.; James Heighway a 
national sales mgr.; J. F. Zukau 
Bosch Corp., joins as field sales supervisor 
national accounts mgr. rhe 
ee 
Ad notes: Sony names Rowland | 
& Consumer Electronics PR, replaci 
Communications. . . Sony assignmen 
tronics account to McCann-Erickson 
has Hitachi looking for new agency. 
office handles Hitachi, so there's nod 
but Sony insists on exclusivity. It was 
over Doyle Dane Bernbach handling 
campaign that prompted Sony to drop 
ME last year... Integrated Sound Sy 
Wordsworks Inc., replacing Frank B 
Motorola Communications Div. m 
Marsteller to Jack Levy & Assoc., | 
...Electrolert picks Grey-North, C! 
$4 million 1979 campaign for F\ sai 
tor; previous agency was Kircher. 
Dayton...Interact appoints J.B. St 
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OFFICIAL 1978 SALES FIGURES 
's final & official statistics on cons i 

o are EIA's final & o umer electronics tota)- 

Her or 1978, with 1977 & 1976 comparisons, and for year's final week, i(@agneeann 
paler ° : 4 
ee gee p: C 


Full Year Full Year % 


Full Year Dec, 
1978 1977 change 1976 22-29 act ae 
«+ 16,300,723 14,771,017 +10.4 12 896 197 346,459 
rotal TV Dee 10,236,319* Beate +12.4 7,700,193 206,119 202! 048 mate 
color chrome « - 6,064, 404 5, 6045101 127s SoD oodmeag tay 109,992 427. g 
n AY f) =z — 1 
ome VO" ** "45,146,245 54,694,701 -17.5 aan 
gotal © 1 


40,735,148 569’ 981 536. S 
a ortable 32,477,755 41,802,809 -22,3) /28) 200,086 aTds fs 2041432 Be 
flonly. + 7,993,034 10,848,424 -26.9 91309301 45’ ong 139,039 44.9 
A FM-AM 24,544,721 30,956,435 -20.7 1879807734 265,609 125,393 4111.8 
FD 12,668,490 12,889,842 1.7 12,445'063 188’49 


271,687 -41.7 
Color TV 5-week moving average: 1978—220, 070+. 1977-205, 552 (up 7.1%) 
Record year. **Record for week. 
*Ke : 


'78—DIMENSIONS OF A RECORD YEAR: Color TV's first 10-million-plus ear, 2nd 
COLOR in history for total TV unit sales, TV's biggest dollar-volume year about 15 bil- 
best \ ctory value of color plus monochrome) and first big year for consumer VCR sales are 
Fauiled above in EIA's final figures for 1978. 

elec 


Review of color TV's year shows new sales marks were set for 10 of the 12 months—all 

{ Jan. & Oct.—and for 37 of the 52 weeks. In terms of sales pace, 2nd quarter was best, 
excep lling at annualized rate of 10.86 million, up from 10,17 in first quarter; 3rd quarter 
sets aes decline to 10. 22 million, with definite tailing-off to 9.87 million in final quarter. On 
saW ae basis, April & May were by far the best at 11.5 & 11.2 million rate annually. Worst 
mon ne non-record months of Jan. & Oct., both coming in at 9.3 million. Year went out with 
an million pace in Dec., which beat July (9.8 million) as well as Jan. & 


Oct., but no others, 
Color TV inventories at year's end totaled about 2,135,000 at factory plus distributor 
is, up only 2.3% during year. As interest rates grew during year, distributors worked 
peve rf wer inventories, keeping stocks below 1977 levels for last 8 months of year, ending 
Soe ; ear's low of less than 886,000 sets, decline of 10.9% during year. Larger percentage 
ae eerige remained at factories—just under 1.25 million sets, up 16.4% over year-earlier , 
3 with manufacturers keeping Close reins on production, still 2nd-lowest end-of-month figure 
as be ) for entire year. During Dec., factory-plus-distributor inventories dropped 8.1%, dis- 
tae stocks dipping 9.4%, factory inventories declining 7. 1%. 


VCR sales for 1978—first year tallied by El[A—came to 401, 930—not as high as most start- 
of-year forecasts but still nearly double 1977 estimate. Surprise of year was extremely 


seasonal nature of home VCR sales and manufacturers are trying to change this with stepped-up 
first-quarter ad & marketing drives. 


i igur best taken with grain of salt. Sales totaled over 45 million, a 
dio sales fi es are i few 
Wee conic looks low only in comparison with nearly 55 million reported by EIA for 1977. Im 


= 
yor 19 NOt 


10—TELEVISION DIGEST 


‘COMPATIBLE 3D TV: aa 
mV bre asts using new opUc: E 
MN Bee atecKeduled to begin in April on conn 
niques are » Australia, and its networ 


sinl station in Sydney, x “3D 
ufilintes. Syatet ae vet a ees to date, 
f j i. s 

method, which, unlike waihes viflat" picture Or, with 


’ r l ' 
san be viewed as conv entiona 
aeecla asses, in 3D. Sydney's TV-9, owned by 


), 
( ated Press Holdings (Carey Packer group 
Cee atitt with sitcom in 3D, later expand to 
stereoscopic live sports coverage. * 
System Is being manufactured in Cah Neel 
by Digital Optical Technology Systems p x 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, and is claime ane 
adaptable to home & professional ty, v ae 
still photography, in various versions. os cade 
claim TV version requires no FCC approv : ee : 
there is no significant change in basic signal; ; = 
be viewed on standard TV set in 3D or standard form. 
In movie version, it requires only one projector, no 
special film process. 
farketing & development of system is being 
ranted erkaCom Co. (914-725-4688), headed by 
Nat Myers, ex-Goldmark Communications, Tele- 
prompter & Fairchild Camera. System achieves 3D 
effects in 2 different ways—optically, by discrimin- 
ating between in-focus & out-of-focus elements, and 
electronically, through digital technology which 
stores & processes individual TV frames to convert 
motion to depth, said Myers. We viewed early dem- 
onstration of super-8 film using only optical technique 
(it requires special lens), viewing through glasses 
with green & magenta lenses. There was definite 
depth effect, although not as great as in 3D movies, 
which use 2 separate superimposed images; picture 
was acceptable for viewing without glasses, although 
there was slight color fringing around out-of-focus 
background & foreground objects (we might not have 
noticed this had it not been pointed out to us). Myers 
explained that 3D effect becomes stronger in video 
version or in films made from videotapes, because 
of added illusion produced by electronic signal- 
ocessing system. 


Digital "black box" for stations is modular and 

an perform many special effects and production 
nctions in addition to 3D, including noise reduction, 

m grain reduction, color correction, standards 
version, de-ghosting, dropout compensation, 

colorization of b&w pictures, image multiplication, 

_ optical printing and computer animation. Electronic 
System for video costs $100, 000-$150, 000, Although 
‘Specially prepared film, tape & live material gives 
Pronounced 3D effect, Myers said, some dimension- 
ality can also be obtained from existing ''flat'’ ma- 
terial processed through electronic system. AnCom 
is currently demonstrating system to film producers 
One 15-screen multi-media trade-show presentation 
is being prepared for use by un-named client next 

Sept. Myers says he is in discussion with "major 

rock celebrity" for use in home yideo material 

(glasses would be packed with album). 


Participants in development of 
DOTS; Etr 
eT are responsible for alecteering 
aan electronic system fabrication headed 
y William Etra, inventor of video synthesizer- 


regular stereoscopic 
] & electronic tech- 


special gl 


rs, developer of video art & special 
‘ nc., responsible for optical rE ae 
r, ex-research dir. of Dennis Gabe. 
jor staff scientist at CBS Labs, 

dir. of Schroeder Technolo ies 
dinator of engineering & techateg! CBs. 


switche 
Leo Beiser I 
by Leo Beise 
Labs and sen 
dore Conant, 
Labs, is coor 
development. 
ergers & acquisitions: Telecor and Pp, 
sted Aefinitive agreement for previously ANASOnie 
sale of Telecor's Neat capdicts: to announced 
k value plus .8 million. Newe cm 
for boo’asonic products on West Coast. oat distrip. 
Electronics has agreed to acquire Cramer BJeg_ 
tronics for $13.6 million, is negotiating purchags si 
of Sheridan Sales. All are electronic parts distri 


utors, have combined sales of about $280 m ae 
Plessey said negotiations to sell Semiconductor py 
to British GEC have stagnated, and pre Ore 


cussions on joint U.K. semiconductor venture f& 
been opened with General Instrument. ..CTg jg) 
acquiring 450,000 additional shares in U_K. affil- 
iate AB Electronics Products Group for $1.5 mij. 
lion, increasing ownership to 20%, says it will | 

pand agreement under which AB produces & ma. ae 
CTS products in Europe...P.R. Mallory comp ; 
sale of ceramic capacitor unit, Radio Materialg 
for undisclosed cash sum, Purchasers were yy, 9 
Mrs. Joseph Riley, who founded RMC in 1947 © oe 
it to Mallory in 1957. Sale takes Mallory out of 
ceramic capacitor business. It sold Taiwan , ae 
capacitor operation to Japan's Murata last = cram 
Commodore withdrew Lafayette takeover biq 
opposition from management of financially 

retail chain. ae 


Duty-free import privileges are slated tc 
withdrawn for some electronic imports from. : 
underdeveloped countries because of exces; 
ments, Special Trade Representative's office a, 
nounced. Country loses duty-free status whe 
ports of specific item during calendar year 
million or equal 50% of total U.S. unit import, 
all countries. Expected to be deleted from p 
list, effective March 1, are home, auto & y 
players from Taiwan & Korea; speakers 
phones, audio amplifiers & their parts { ‘ 
broadcast & communications band hom 
radios from Hong Kong & Taiwan, Based 
month imports, Taiwan also is likely to lo 
erence on shipments of 11, 6"-16, 4"" b&w 
tubes, STR says. ———- 


Electronic exports from Taiwan's 3 export 
assembly zones have totaled $2.5 billion sit y 
was opened in 1966, representing 58% o: § 
lion worth of all types of products exp cb 
those zones over that period, govt. re 

Deadline for comments on AM ster 
has been pushed back again to Sab 
19:1 p6). Reply comments deadling 
30. Fewer than 20 comments have 


Factory rebate promotion by F 
check for purchase of 19" color 
$100 refund with selected 25" sets, 


eee ONAL OVALE | jj§ iii 
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FINANCE 
STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


(total market), from EIA, for 1979's first 2 Weeks, 
onlers 4 

- to dea 

sales 


through Jan. 12; 
Dec, 30- 1978 % Dec, 
Jan, 12 (2 weeks) change 23-29 
. 383, 982 373 , 610 + 2.8 346,459 
fe ne be ela 240,071 253,833 - 5.4 206,119 
Hive Regine o> 143,911 119,777 +20,1 140,340 
CO rome +)1i+l= aienens 8, 005 == = 12,694 
monoch ve Wdouatebeas eee 1,548, 221 1,080,754 443.3 569,981 
HOO Ve ovayssnie toueeehs 936, 344 580,469 +61.3 411,512 
otal Tae able #. 2 setae 315,622 191,489 +64.8 145,903 
nome, Pe Too ooo 8 620, 722 388 , 980 +59. 6 265,609 
| AV FM-AM 5 os ev aene 611,877 500,285 +22.3 158 469 
*h & ~~ ll ig SEE 
| o Bry be k moving average: 1978-79173, 699+. 1977-78172 993 (up 0. 4%) 
Color 
sfecord for period. 


y DUMPING SETTLEMENT IN WORKS: 
APAN T 


Japanese TY importers & Treasury TEP. 
. f TV dumping issue, Resolution appears to hinge 
: ninds on settlement 9 
‘ea neat meee ate of recently supplied data a would trim tab substan 
m acceptance BY million owed on sets imported since dum 
oni « =a 
2 3400 s 
tential > 


y from po- 
ping finding went into effect in 1970, 
it date 
yo. Customs, as expected, extended paymeni 
ueanwhile, 


ering sets im- 
extension, the 


for assessments cov 
h June 1973. New deadline is March 12, and Customs said this 
1roug 
porte rea aats 
Sra, 


S in our best 
Counsel Robert Mund- 
t that while any arrangement must be on importer-by-importer basis, 
inted ou ; ; 

heim. He Eee ally would treat each firm equally 

Treasury 


; i ir value of Japanese sets on unadjusted home- 
is sticking to policy of basing fair v: f 

Gustor® iS Sted from Japanese domestic commodity tax payments 
market price 


- Issue now is what, 
i Luke said. "Customs is working on that 
djustments will be allowed, i : 
if any, difference Ge eee: set makers supplied Jan, 15. Amount of any ee Seals 
now," using new See vais bringing it more into line with actual export pr ce, 
from UWE, 


ith Japanese set makers "because dumping 
i ackage payment deal with aaee ee 
duty payments y Treasury would have mbarsen ie 
offiliated impos py ee he said, an importer who aM eos ee a 
amount, nat S cugolles for recovery of dumping payments, an etain 
it against his Nes 
ane won, Luke indicated. 


i i dum) case 
had minimal comment on last week's N.Y, Times story covering ping 
Treasury 


i ived b 
lated Justice Dept. probe into legality of rebates received by 
and rela 


orters from ceeneaee 

i ion to rebz 
Luke said Treasury's dumping settlement negotiations have no relat ) 
TV makers. Luke 


i in rebate case and that 
ase indicated that story's estimates en lt importers are aes 

“i penalties could be "at least $1 billion were very 
clv excessive 
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gumer sho recently joined Allied 
rom 7 EAC, named mktg. & sales yp, 
from ae resigned. . .Richard 
ng ich mera Video (eames) gen. mgr. 

ro dir., reise oe Joh Der ae 
BO. duties * n Michael poe ,x-JVG)_ Joins 
gods resignes yroducts mgr... F. Dettarliad asta 
tonl, 1s audio P sres. of Canon's U. Canadian 
ghar? ec. vP to veeding H, Suzukawa, w 0 ret 

ee a wn, of parent in Japan and Ant 
sum st of vice © anced Technology Heres Ce a 
: ac Toe Ar Photo (u.S.) Magnetic Tape eens 
hea” a, Fu) 


oseph a! 


ed 
Exec. Vp Fred Nakamura nam 
job © amed VP; : aot 
mere anes¢ 

‘ ita Electric Stereo Dept. 
dir. ° {atsushita Elec 

ial, BO ard...Charles 
mitsuo Bee being named to boar 
-fi) gen. 

(hi 


S Div. vp- 
adio Shack from NE i 

5 advanced es responsible for specialty i 
gr. to eark telephones, securntyicatenies , 
s (comp ert operations, rea 
Oribution a SE Dental controller, advanced 
Se, units; so yp... George Johnson, cari 
pire Ore senior exec. vp, named Pre A: A 
nter Magnetic etics, recently formed U.S. tap ; 
Dice te ee yaniset named national sales mgr.; 
SW 


bert Dunn is sales VP- 
RO 


t Altec from product 
r promoted a : 
frwin zat to consumer mkt. peers Aly: 
development amed professional mkt. evelop 
Robert Davis “{stianison, industrial relations dir., 
. Chris Chr s Pickelle advanced from mer er 
named YP: oe munications. ..Dave ee a vane 
acto mkt. Se cae deate aetna 
rele . 
sted from Corea Mohrhoff advanced at Tas- 
baat ee field service mgr. to national sales 
cam 


succeeding Ken Sacks, resigned. 
mgr., 


- ted to editor-in-chief, 
iccolella promo 

ora aaa with hq in N. Y., aay at 

Mart ates ed... Arnold Durham, ex-RCA, 

Wood, re “9 

Bell Labs PR ot: 


Frank Reed & Audio Product 

seine enters new hi-fi company, Boston 
Moe 5 Inc. First product will be $300-$350 
artes roduction to begin in May. Another Advent 
eee in Boston area is Apt Corp. Pres. Tom Hol- 
Sak t's only product is esoteric pre-amp but 
aa company will have new audiophile 
product for June CES. 


ector has been designed by 
Nee eae association SCART, 
te nics magazine reports. The 20-pin connector 
elie for stereo & mono audio, composite & RGB 
vie Pacts control & clock functions, would accom- 
rate teletext, viewdata, games, VCRs, disc sys- 
tems, computers, etc. 


home video soft- 
Teletape plans to enter 

Se eacial through Alan Landsburg Prods aae : 
acquired last year, according to annual report. 


~-= #8 AttitISs WII A) 


ales roag 27% last 
all industr = 
ing to Consumer p y b. Thonnge ees Accord. 
Lume jumped 
uP 18%. He attribujod eet ste 
product improve 


ment, stepped-up Ad cans 
broader distribution, Sylvania added 9 Pane cor 
utors last year, had 18% net increase 


while Phileo added 19 distributors h 
gain. 


efforts in 1979, he gs - 1 0, otecaning 

GTE takeover) g] a a reed oe 

Over" will be 

RCA & Zenith Oduce co 

Feb., hold consoles for May sales mest ee in 

due in May, Shepherd Bald, will be "now products 

relevant to smerging multiple uses of TV getg 1! 

which, it's under » include help for consumers 
é than one of today’ 

gadgets (VCRs, games, computers) per 

hooked into their Ty, 


GTE has 
of 600,0 


dropping 21" step-ups, Amo 
Philco distributors being added ia 2 
metro N.Y. and 


GE RESULTS: GE reported record results for 4th 
quarter & 1978 (see financial table), 

products & broad 
with higher sales. 


Reginald Jones is expected 


expansion coming in mid-1980, 

"The dollar is in very fragile condition" internationally, 
he said, and called on Administration to "give U.S, 
exporters an even break in the Struggle for world 
markets," 


Commenting on GE's TV business, Vice Chmn. 
Walter Dance told us last week that although Justice 
Dept. rejected joint production venture with Hitachi 
(Vol. 18:49 p8), firms are discussing technology tie- 
up, said there's possibility of GE making some TVs 
for Hitachi. GE's interest in venture was based on 
need for better engineering & R&D, and to load TV 
plant at Portsmouth, Va., he said, "Since then, 
Admiral went out of business, and we got a good part 
of their Montgomery Ward contract," so plant-loading 
isn't that important any more, he said. GE's entry 
in projection TV last year was success—"'we sold 
all we made in 1978 and will do 0 in 1979," he said, 
but added sharp price reduction is needed for product 
to become mass market item; "about $1,000 would 
be the level." Proje 


be 


Projection promotions have "done a 
lot to call attention to GE TV and helped us sell more 
consoles," he said, — 


Rae 


want 


Jan, 12 1979 


13-19 week change (2 weeks) to date 1978 


276,085 276,449 0.4 


383.982 660, 067 650, 05 
es ee 177,084 184,200) 3.9) Naan harm 155 438' oag a 
i eno 99,001 92, 240) :7: SAS lai (meaaaeaee 212,026 4 14°4 
orpnochrome 7, 289 865, 744 24.2 1 548,221 2 204) gq 1,946. 7 
I GOR, oete2 24 ; 358 = . ’ ' ; ’ A 46, 498 1 
None gree oe! cao memOnaetan “43.2 936,344 1! 299' 995 1,208,509 *\5°9 
Tota e, portable - 146,202 180,367 -18.9 315, 62 461,824 371, 856 +24.9 
| er ey hpddo 209. 483 445,754 -53.0 620, 722 830, 205 834,734 -0.5 
a & FM-AM+ 300673 289.623 425.5 611,877 919" 555 739,908 493'3 
gutOsss0""** ; ae moving average: 1978-79164 o91*; 1977-78 
V - 
Color T 


—163, 236 (up 0. 8%), 


Gaecord for period. 


EK CAPS JAN. COLOR SLUMP: Snow- lagued indus 
D WE 
RECOR 


dit will get it next week when EIAs expected to rele 
and 1 


Could use go 


ase figures 
$ . i an. week. Tota] 
color sales ‘ 


me good news 


s showing record 
18 Up more than 13% from 
k, and increase was healthy enough to just barely preve 
same 


oing into books on debit side. 
from £940 


k was hair over previous 204, 700 high set in Jan, 1973, pushing 
Closing Woe than 622,000, a less than 


improvement over Jan. 1977 and 


meback in final week lends credence 
iew that weather, not market softness, held month's early sales totals down, 
to general at, wows 1975 to find last month with 3 down weeks, and to Aug. of that year 
We had . a Lge 3 of 4 sales weeks showed decline. 
for mon 


have found secret of keeping VCR sales from totally falling apart at start of 
MT omotion efortam ETA figures, it's understood, will sh 
intain 
year —main 


Ow Jan. VCR sales to 
than 23,000. While that's off some 56% from Dec., it's substantial 72% better 
dealers of more , | 
pa : le of VCR formats should start heating up. 

wel : ETA ON WAY: Battle o | 
VCR PLAYING TOME We ae into fullscale war at June CES, when new long -playing Beta 

Se eat oe single-cassette playing time hit market, 
models with 2- 


ted to other members of Beta camp, 
d by Sanyo and being demonstra 

aa TTatitD sey Slower than standard single-speed Betas now on mar 

ran be switched to run 1/3 slower that 


ket. It can pro- 
- It's understood Sany yo 
t 3-hour cassette, 3 hours on 32-hour, PSE Eve 
vide up to ie ana as modifying existing Beta VCRs to run at new Speed. Kit is supposedly 
is working 0 
ai on all Beta brands. 


ze ey eh a ee 
. , BV Bt tk ch 
's speed reduction method of extending Beta Sates ane a nea to peaha'y 
Sanyo's s Beta VCR manufacturers who are concerne ; ae to : 
a es Siateten sticking with current single speed, compete witl 4-hour | ca 
ey W 


ieorel 


LeIKJI CAI Vv. 


1.19, NO-® S 
yol. ESTS: Growing interest by U.S. 
£O east early start in consumer video 
g8 In Br avidenced by these recent develop- 
pons sor 8 2 has scheduled test of French Antiope 
dante: (1). & tix proadcast teletext systems for 
-jtish 
6 Brirv St th 
A” D 
feasibility ste atldy of British telephone -video data 
sits of Cats were presented at White House & 
er vice viewdatls » 19. 
gervice erence Jan, 18 & 19 
way. C 
N. aT examining U.S. home data market 
Mar kese* © 


“ng to & 
are de Aer include 2-year old BBC-sponsored 
, sh SYS - 


‘4 Post Office's viewdata (Prestel), latter a 
ceelax sy data system integrated with home 
telephone © t 3-channel Ceefax broadcast system has 
Cunreae pages of text—news, weather, 

po . airline & train schedules—trans- 

s, peel signal's vertical interval. Service 
ae decoder costs $200. Viewdata capacity 


js abou 
ccETT § a roa 
. ently a broi 
: saul will be able to handle none data. 
Ts a Ss test of Antiope at KMOX-TV will be techni- 
a rarket, study—using 8-10 decoders. 
cal, not n sated much of hardware. North American 
French Och will observe Antiope rest, plans own 
Philips) ear for summer. Network s interest in 
test af Ce Falndata systems is evidenced by fact that 
oe O'Connor is chmn. of new EIA a. 
Ske tee on teletext system standards (next meet- 
Pomme Fy Antiope will be exhibited at NAB con- 
ing Feb. 
ing 


yention in Dallas March 24-29, 


adcast teletext system developed by GTE and 
ate ated at National Academy of Sciences meet- 
Sn Ss re similar to Ceefax. "Technology is 
ee tiem '' says Project Mgr. Horst Heisrath. 
oe tare all of that we need, Now we've got to find 
sto really wants this service.” 


a a ee ae 8 Fes 


ri ewdate merican & British con- 

Study eye Gere cost 40 subscribers 
a aren Results were delivered in written 

| #10) t last month and at conferences at White House 
| By recently. White House is considering obtain- 
: sf -house data system; representatives of other 
ade agencies also were on hand, Study foresees 
at adding about $150 to price of TV set in. 
roduction runs of 100,000 & up. Sources say ''For- 
tne 500 Top 10 company involved in telecommunica- 
tions'' will announce major deal with U.S. vous 
representative Insac in 2-4 weeks. IEEE has ee es - 
uled all-day session on viewdata, teletext & re ae 
subjects for Chicago Spring Conference June 4 a 
Arlington Park Hilton, O'Hare Airport. Session 
organizer is Zenith Labs' Dr. Walter Cicioar. 

In addition to GTE work, 2 other broadcast tele- 
text systems have been operating experimentally Hen 
U.S, In Philadelphia, MDS company Micro-TV has 
had small system similar to Ceefax working for 2- 
1/2 years. Pres, Bill Gross told us: 'In all that 
time, we've never had a complaint about inter- 
ference,’ KSL-TV Salt Lake City has been testing 
system since last summer. Bonneville Engineering 


xisting European systems for answers, 


PiIWiliIVWoVil -Ve 
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eless says Company is wo 
rking on com- 
- Package that will give broadcast ive 
larger data Capacity of viewdata, He 
ational system at KSL~-TV in 4 months 
Texas Instruments coo . 

Perated with Bo 

on KSL-Ty project, Providing circuitry Ce ass 


ecoder circuit 


Dir, Bill Loy 
puter softwar 
tems the muc 
Predicts oper 


decoder circuitry with 3 he 


System isc 
European buyers but GI in 
market, 


decoder could be less th 


Magnavox Operated at 
1978, according to parent N. American Philiga. 4 
Company reported increased : 


electronics- electrical components 
nificant improvem tt ae Ss 


Fairchild earnings for 4th quart 
trimmed by $5.9 mill eee oe ere 


duced level. It expects to continue providing watch 
parts & service, will honor existing watch orders, 


Avnet electronic components operation had rec- 
ord year, we were told by Pres. Simon Sheib, who 
said "we didn't make the money we wanted to" from 
consumer electronics (Channel Master & BIC) or 
wire & cable businesses, He said CM plant in Tai- 
wan, where audio systems are Produced, is being 
expanded, will turn out higher priced equipment, 

He said, BIC is expected to offer broader hi-fi equip- 
ment line this year, 
a 


Radio Shack dominated personal computer market 
last year, according to study by Cal. research firm 
Dataquest. It says about 100,000 TRS-80s worth 
$105 million were shipped last year, Torr sen Oe, 
50% of personal computer unit sales, 21% of total 
market value. Other Dataquest sales estimates: 
25,000 Commodore Pet computers, $20 million; 
20,000 Apple units, $30 million, IMSAI 5,000, $8 
million, Dataquest foresees personal computer 
market jumping from $500 million in 1978 to $1.2 
billion by 1980, $2.4 billion by 1982. 


C inquiry into whether and how it should 
geen dite (Vol. 19:2 pll) "has presumed a 
role for the goyt. that has not yet proven to be appro~ 
priate," according to NAB, Filing with Commission, 
NAB said public may be misled by inquiry, which is 
"very narrow"! examination of antennas, transmission 
lines & noise relating to UHF. Assn. ‘suggested FCC 
amend inquiry so that public won't ''be disillusioned 
into believing that the FCC is going to take care of 
all TV reception problems." 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


s vp of Matsushita 


Jim Mikamt named ects Dot Avie 


{ a Electr 
Industrial Co., Matsushita ee 
fen subsidiary formed last year in division of Quas 


and 

: 3 (Vol, 18:51 p10), an 

into mkig. & production arms ( oe Te 
hended by Pres. Richard Kraft. Others i aay ee 
organization: Merle Armstrong, Cnet ae ads 
Herb Zeller, product planning dir.; Mike , 


tin 
finance dir.; Nick Demas, personnel She daa 
satS scope from corp. ‘ } 
Katz shifts at Superscor TP Tontraltzation 


arantz Div. sales & mktg. VP, 1 
ep Paul Markoff, former corp. gen 
vp, named Pinnocorder Div. pres. - . Davi 2 - 
promoted at Radio Shack to mtg. mgr, nem 
with responsibility for mkt. strategy & new mkt. 


development. 
Brownlee romoted at K-Mart to major 
inssee senior Eyer succeeding George Theising, 
who retired Feb, 1...Don al ee ex Sie now 
fagnetic Tape Div. national accounts Fi 
Anica nawivdal Oxia GRT Canada pres-, advanced 
to pres. & chief operating offices of U.S. parene suc 
ceeding Vinton Carver who remains chmn. -chie 
exec...Steve Aronow, Anthony Brunette & Hazel 
Parker appointed Gusdorf dist- mers... Charles 
Porter resigns as NESDA exec. dir...David Bauer 
advanced at Zenith from mkt. analysis mgr- to audio 
product planning dir., succeeding Douglas Carter, 


resigned. 

Thomas Johnston, ex-Hughes TV Network, 
joins Paramount TV Div. as vp-dir., home video, in 
new program mktg. organization. . -Morris Washing - 


ton advanced at Panasonic Video Systems Div. from 
region sales mgr. to professional products national 
-Gould, joins Memo- 


sales mer...Charles Strauch, ex 
rex as exec. vp..-Don Fostel, ex-Boeing, joins 
Interact as mktg. vp, replacing Jay Schude, now in 
rep business. 
‘Thomas Hartman, ex-Intel, joins Inmos, U.K. 
rovt.-backed IC firm, as production vp responsible 
J.K. & U.S. operations; A. P. Gnadinger, ex- 
, appointed technology dir.; Michael Burton, 
“named administration & finance planning 
"J. George Rakonitz advanced at National Semi- 
tor to commercial relations vp. 
——# 
Mergers & acquisitions; ABC has agreed to 
| money-losing record business to MCA. Sale 
ill complete ABC's withdrawal from field. Last 
par, it sold off record distribution operation. . - 
Regency has finalized agreement to acquire Las 
egas amateur & business radio producer Wilson 
Electronics for $1.5 million. Wilson's annual sales 


Dallas electronic watch & parts producer Micro Dis- 


by Japan's Seiko. . .Siemens plans to make offer for 

| all Litronix shares it doesn't own. .. Korvettes will 

| become wholly-owned subsidiary of French retailer 
Agache Willot Group. Arlen Realty, parent of U.S, 
discounter, says it will sell interest for $55 million 
in cash and debt assumption. Earlier agreement 
galled for Agache to acquire 51% interest for $30.5 

on, 


are estimated at $7-$10 million. .. Commodores acquired 


play Systems for undisclosed sum. MODS was controlled 


“wl 
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Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Companies | 


These ave latest reports a8 ebdiained during pant week, Dusk | 
indicates (alermation wot available al press lime. Ameusts “preted | 
ja dollars Parentheses denote loss f 


Company Bibwied [tan [ a 


ATAT 3 : : 
o7B-year to Dec- ) 40,993,356, 000 5,272,606 By j 
sa3o ea to Dec. ch he 36,431, 188,000 4480°393 "om, ; 


Avnet . 

| 1978-6 mo. to Det 29 47) 597.000 22.202 
1977-6 mo. to Dec, 30 383,583,000 18:259'bey 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 29 247,583 .000 11.948 009. 
1977-qtr. to Dec, 40 197,259,000 9,016,009 


Fairchild Camera & Instrument 
1978-year to Dec 3) 550,440,000 
1977-year to Dec, 3) 470,448,000 
197B-qtr. to Dec. 3} 161,318,000 
1977-qtr. to Dec. 31 119,482,000 


Jiarte-Hanks Communications 
1978-year to Dec 3} 
1977-year to Dec. 3) 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 3) 
1977-qtr- to Dec. 3 


eth ol |, 
1,162, 

6080 ‘oy . 
4,469,000 | 


184,560,000 
146,374 ,000 
55,297,000 
41,457,000 


Johnson Controls 


1978-year to Dec. 3) 599,925,000 000 (7. 
1977-year to Dec. 3) 372,782,000 23:96) oon 
1978-gtr. to Dec. 3) 309,697,000 21,961, 
1977-gtr- to Dec. 31 147,972,000 11.970" 


mMpo Videotronics 
1978-year to Dec. 
1977-year to Dec. 


31 23,051,786 
3) 20,892,146 


Multimedia 


1978-year to Dec, 3) 110,630,000 
1977-year to Dec. 31 92.490 ,000 
1978-gtr. to Dec, 3] 31,580,000 
1977-atr. to Dec. 3) 26,738,000 


North American Philips 
1978-year to Dec. 3] 
1977-year to Dec. 3) 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 3] 
1977-otr. to Dec. 3) 


Owens-1)] inois 
1978-year to Dec. 
1977-year to Dec. 31 
1978-qtr. to Dec, 3] 
1977-qtr. to Dec. 31 


Texas Instruments 


2,184,011,000 
1,916,761 ,000 
610,289,000 
533,941 ,000 


3) | 3,111.687,000 
2,.767,330,000 
812,675,000 
674,067 ,000 


1978-year to Dec. 3] | 2,549,853,000 
1977-year to Dec. 3] | 2,046,456,000 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 3) 735,215,000 
1$77-qtr. to Dec. 3) 574,638,000 


UA-Columbia Cablevisio 
1978-gtr. to Dec. 31 
1977-gtr. to Dec. 31 


8,835,000 
6,745,000 


Notes: “Record. "Restated. SFully diluted. 
@Includes special credit. fAfter Special 


American Institute in Taiwan is n 
non-profit, unofficial, govt.-backed c 
plans to set up to handle relations wit 
Congressional approval is needed for uni 
to be headed by retired diplomat David De 
ever, Taiwan is insisting that govt.-to-g 
tions continue, and dispute is being nege 
Taiwan is expected to set up similar 
nization here and has completed 
in U.S. to private hands to prev. 


IHF inaugurates hi-fi retailit 
monthly 4-page service of = : ; 


tronicc: 
com A Section of Television Digest with Consumer n Cs 


Eloctronics 


STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


lers (total market), from BIA, for week ende 
=< to deale=” 
gales 


yun: 1978 % Jan 5 £1979) 
20-26 week change 13-19 1979 rea % 
307,649 282,874 48.8 276 gas S07; 716) i vaaiteaeeamand 
al TV °°) * | 204, 956* Sea ae AE ond 622,111 gig re 43.7 
‘ale cone. 10898 100 30a 2p 338805 aiaigny S58 
| “ponochiro joae 8, 615,433 422.6 656, 358 23,330 13,567 +72. 
|e VCR-+"***” 750, 795 vans 3.6. sett 2,955,374 561, 931 0 
(eal radi” 453, 750 Taetaos 14.80 oer 885 1148 ann 1,624,953 *15-4 
tre, PTA’ 144466 125, "eo tte 202 06 a59 497,665 50° 
| MAM -Ony = 309, 284 291, 854 +6.0 209, 483 1, 139, 499 125. 588 421.8 
eM &FM-AM- oor 45 197,770 450.9 300,673 1,209' 59, 
quto--"* 


second tor period: 


: tsushita last week amended count j 
TERSUIT: Ma Suntersuit againgt 
7sUSHITA COU ame TV business has been damaged to tune of $131, 2 alles nth to 
tei its Pa oie Court where Zenith-NUE $1 billion antitrust action is Pending againgt Jan 
i Palla ers, Sears & Motorola. : 
ose TV M i iled in Dec. 1976 
nese er -action fil Bed Zenith wi using 
original other practices to peer ciate of Japanese TV in Us, and = ote 
nation £ : misleading complaints to govt. New d 
+h false & mis ae amage request, whi 
ir ms Ee aa relates only to anti-competitive esetiscs doesn't include any cee 
ks be ; ness. Other Japanese def 
counterclaims pending, but haven't yet put price tag o ae 
similar 
qve Sill 


inf n damages. Sears char 
th misleading advertising in countersuit filed in June 1977 (Vol. 17:95 p7). ged 
Zenith wit 


BUT NO BRASS RING: Strong clos Week surge in co] 
aN, SALES SOO eats down Jan. into an up month (see 
rs that saatchte for month at 9,6 million. That 
ee, but below "ey cae Jan. sales recor was tempered by fact th. 
SE co ae up, and indications are that color sales down-tur a pace at 
only fina? ¥ ; 
week of oi ther, high interest rates or combination of both may be to blame for failure of dis- 
Bad yeep i nventories in line with their sales. Result was uncharacteristically steep in- 
tributors to lor factory stockpile, though total pipeline can't yet be termed excessive. Overall, 
crease in s just under 2.2 million color TYs in inventory at end of Jan., up 3% from Dec., 5% 
industry iar 8, and representing a 13-14 week supply at current Sales rates. Distributor in- 
from Jan. £843, 000 were down 5% from Dec., 6.3% below year-earlier level, At factory, 
See ply was 1.36 million, an 8, 5% jump from Dec. and up 13% from Preceding Jan, 
though, ; ; ka 
ing 1978 as guide, Jan. VCR sales were at 690, 000 —but we put no reliance _ 
tatfigure, “Home VCRs have only aroha yess sales hi 
2 ef to be established. VCR inventories held relative] 
ae up about 2,000 to 70,000, distributor supplies off 


| 
| 


| 


annual rate 


story, and true Seasonal sales pattern 
y flat in Jan. at 104, 000, with factor 
1, 000 to 33, 000, 


7 
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NON- VIDEO ELECTRONIC GAMES TA 
\ . pames Wi in evidence his we 
one Gol ee aor adley, Parker Bros. and even 


. tding Coleco, Milton- Br 
BE i games. As dedicated video game business 
programmable race, amalgam of toy & electronics manufacturers are seeking to cash jn 
surprisingly non-seasonal hand 
"Even now, right after Christmas, we can't keep our pipelines filled—handheld ieee 

no longer 4 Seasonal business, said Mattel spokesman. Handheld game leader Mattel alia = 
with close to $40 million worth of business in 1978, and a 


in 1979. Company will show 6 new models; Updated football game, a ebcng 
" word game, horoscope computer. Mattel line totals 19 aa 


y with radio- electronics toy licenses for Disne, 
ag! 


KING OFF: Boom in handhelds & other non-vid 21 
ek at Feb. {2-21 Toy Fair in N.Y. as major oe Clee, 
video game leader Atariminteete 
shrivels and competition tHghtenet 
eng 
held market. on 


to double that 


hockey, Soccer, 
In Jan., Mattel bought Concept 9000, toy compan 


Peanuts & Sesame St, characters. 

Toy Fair_show- stopper could be new Milton- Bradley ''MicroVision ,' console cartridge ». 
video game set to retail for about $40. M-B seeks to duplicate success "Simon" game Be On. 
last year. M-B has seven $15 '™Micro- Vision" cartridges including "Vegas Slots," ieee ed 
Phaser," and pinball. Company says it sold about $35 million worth of electronic ga ts Tek 
1978, foresees $300 million total electronic game market in 1979. mes in 4 


uced at Toy Fair: Parker Brothers’ "Wildfire," $45 handhel | 
eld 


Other games being introd 
pinball with 3 difficulty levels; "Stop Thief," MPU board game with sound & digital disp}; 
$33; Coleco 2-player basketball, football & hockey games; Kenner "Star Wars Battle cay or 


& Laser Battle” electronic board games at $35 each. 


Atari is branching out into lucrative handheld field, has set up new Electronic Toys 
Div. Its first product—''Touch Me" game in which player presses lighted buttons in “ 
sequence to win—Wwas shown privately at winter CES, has already sold out initial run of 

: ol 2 0 7, 


units due in 2nd quarter. Retail price of former arcade game hasn't been set—"le 
spokesman said. ‘Touch Me" will be on display at Toy Fair in showroom of arian 
bocker. Atari's next non-video game will be 2-player console football. ge 


iger Toys, div. of phono- maker Interstate Electronics is i ae 

held electronic game market. Tiger will display handheld a ieeee rete pte atte hand. 
Half-Court Basketball,” "Baseball," "Sub-Wars," "Rocket Pinball.” Tiver pepe ( 
Roger Schifrin said: ''I don't see the growth the industry is cmnarieneineeht es & Mit 
1980. Schifrin noted that toy companies have only begun to perceive that Se es 
children are buying handheld games. at adults, as w 


Or | 


eens te int palling out of U.S. color quota. 
- ; an to de-emphasize product, successful in lini Z 
we were told last week by Senior Vp Ron Friedlander uncertain hain Saath “a We 
Besponding to reports from Japan that parent was will ever resumelcolt 
sales in Europe Basis ae oii company, intends t t , 
a ‘ e 2 ’ S to 
pustice | Der . rejection of Te ESTES ate tion & sales oparalices’ Deaet venee 
fait poe aussie barons from Taiwan were Botee in internal memo written after 
Se rentnctantply Dron Dore Bee trabane ishnce' Ea ced it was se) VDE Sas 
és) plan at sprin y.Program, expects to an- pliance business to Magic Chef. Com 
Bette tisw color ee Bf meeting a we'll have mantle Admiral is maintaining st c 
riedlander told us. In Ja ab ey ine CER) an market, that last Sept. was t oak 
4 ; an, Hitachi said it sales month in c hors di 
scts to start importing ist ex- ompany history and sale 
4 lor from Tai in opening fiscal a 
lant has been shi S wan plant. cal quarter to Dec. 31. 
eka Saas color only to U.S., but needs investigating ways to obtain parts & Hes 
quota, If Hitachi goos through to maintain TV production. -: 
2 


with plan, it will mark first 

color into Japan. Tai xe major: influx of imported Metal o: ] 
cating color ert tou. we've learned, is allo- Mallory a prices are on way up 
pastas there on month-to ren pees manu- boosting lists on lect & Slomenaiaay ‘th 
cision on fut ae asis pending boo um types 6%-10%, m 

nem owned by sae Kear euhiae a plant, Facility, EKER ey ee by Sprag 
ggest colo oup, was island’ . Prices on alumim 
r exporter, is entitled to major share an elctine anes several months, Pr 

er material costs, 


. , TELEVision 
ou D-HEAD VCR: Toshiba en- Consum DIGEST_.4) 
U5, ' ; Say in home VCR race with - er Electronics Personal 
shner dat 8 
Hor, os 4 anothe showing of fixed-head, longitudinal- Rita 
ty fered 1g TOKYO ° anid display of compact, battery- sibility for al} ad & PR Ox ad dir, Assumes y 
1975, pst ys Loan to give general idea of direc- urt, who resigns as Drypniaed SUCCOEding Goer 
Ne ate prototyP® and that it had no immediate produc- +++Jay Schude resigns a PR vp, plang Unannoy a 
I Pr cis heading” oP firm, J. Malcolm Flora, peas YP to Join 
an is) ' 
a , 4 plas S. p pains to stress it wasn't backing at Elecite ST PauCEE Diy, vp, Besant Mich,, a8 
et toshiba tos t commitment to Beta home VCR pointed +n Olce to mfg. yp; F. Davis OM advanced 
ay? ay (rom curré n went so far as to say Toshiba Audio Brodezks mgr. of Fecently acquir ph A 
awep. SPokeo™mat is more suitable for commer = ucts Co, sd Technic 
car" | jew forme g t isn't ev Rob 
| jqyes new se, but that statement isn en ert Smith advane 
2 a than Oe cuely within company. Electronics Diy, tinge’ ep Boe “a nana teumer 
" veing taken § by Toshiba is use of endless- di ‘P responsible for CE & Selig {nanetal p ng 
a innovation bj : Sc Operation... Char] State Divs, Vid, 
4 aajor NN" irtridge. Cartridge holds about American Phil 08 Dransfield Pare ee on 
op ! pil tape s with 220 tracks. Tape speed of 264 Greaney pro re to corp, distribution dir. at N, 
Woe of taP sans 15 sec.-per-track, 55 min. -per- ee wavanders to corp. p dir,: Hernuick 
" per-min. MES. VCR itself is just 10" high, Ford'to Ka to customs & duty dir. Charts 
no cartridse Ae while cartridge is 5.3" by 1" . y-Townes pres, “0 ¢\iarles 
3 wide, ! m Johnston es = 
oe) ae we Jensen Sound as st ae Lansing sales YP, joing 
ing by: wndiess cartridge simplifies transport as Div...Mark Fri gen, « of new Home Audio 
use of en ding, and model has 1/3 fewer mech- —_ pointed On edman, ex-Empire Scientific 
wig no rewinding» ; : kyo national naps 
0% here's 20 © than Beta deck, Toshiba said. System Roth, now in rep fial €S mgr., Succeeding Jarr 
yical Paris ast track access. Toshiba claims Bose:té\ Nocti nes id... Bruce ® promoted at 
fief jo ™KCS ror calling up any selected track is Drady advanced erican mktg, & sales dir,: Lee 
imum tim any said, is significantly faster ced from field sales f 
oe This company said, = g : y sales mgr., succeed) sa to national 
8. j.4seC- —. ' . of twin-reel longitudinal model being ex" 3 app, int ng ¢... Bruce Lowry 
| than access UT succeed Ron ae nase Linear national sales 1, 
ge jveloped by PAP™ - eeding Ron Bernard, resigned... Jerry K mad 
ar- 1 slated development, EIA-Japan has launched resigns as Lux Audio exec. vp, effective hoenaes 
mn In Fram for development of PCM video & audio will continue as consultant & Lux N.Y, area rep. 
aln crash igh Doce companies are participating in ef- See tS Promoted at Pathcom from hee : 
00 ail first draft standards are due in April. Product mgr, to import Operations vp, 
prt, anc ae Robert Keto promot 
‘G PROBE: Treasury is investigating promoted at Radio Shack {r 
P 1 BSR is dumping U.K.-made record vp to senior yp, U.S. retail stores, new at = 
; ae adaptors, has asked International Trade anes Tannenbaum, ex-Lloyd's, joins Yorx as sales 
&f ‘> \ssion for preliminary ruling on whether such Pia new post. . . Junichi Takahashi promoted at Fuji 
[pep Cor ie sales may be injuring U.S. industry. oto (Japan) to gen, mgr. of new Export Sales Diy. 
7 abi covers round & flat slip-on spindle adaptors assuming some former responsibilities of | 
‘s permit stacking 45 rpm discs on standard chang- Dif. Minoru Ohnishi, former head of disbanded Inter- 
2 it excludes adaptors packaged with imported ere Div., who becomes dir, of new Overseas 
BO} iswvers, as well as plastic inserts designed to fill ant & Machinery Div., adds responsibility for Ja- 
| an he panes market operations. .. Donald Unger advanced 
| | at Sony Magnetic Tape Diy, from 
| Complaint was filed by Aldshir Mfg. of Tucka- éo nationalteatos ae national accts, mgr, 
joe, N.Y. Firm claims BSR is dumping adaptors None 
IF 304-902 below fair value. As result, Aldshir Migliore, Texas Instruments consumer 
Favs, it's been unable to sell adaptors to phono OEM eae mtg. mgr., named asst. vp; Edward. 
| i{profit. Treasury says BSR appears to have “large Neill, U.S. semiconductor mktg, mgr., advanced 
gure" of market for round adaptors, "predominant from asst, vp to vp... James Shales promoted at 
stare" of flat adaptors. However, Treasury says General Instrument from mtg. vp for Taiwan sub- 
i itunderstands BSR has stopped importing flat adap- sidiary to Discrete Semiconductor Diy, Far East 
DA | (as, which account for vast majority of sales here, mtg. vp..+Clark Daugherty, P.R. Mallory chmn,, 
in | Stow producing them in U.S. eae eel oe = pt Dart Der ees 
augherty ec. Committee Chmn. Charles 
This is 2nd dumping complaint brought against Barnes elected Dart dirs,..J, Richard Heater 
| BSR by a U.S. competitor. In 1972, Treasury in- advanced at GTE to mktg. mgr. for Sylvania Wire, 
) | ‘sstigated charge, understood to have been filed by Welded & Bonded Components Operation, succeeding 
; V-M, that BSR was dumping record changers. Agency Gary Ettinger, now West Dist. mgr... Daniel Kennedy 
|_| ‘hsed case when it found no evidence of sales at less advanced at Bourns to vp-gen. mgr. of new Elec- 
tun fair value. tronics Components Group, assuming some respon- 
Fy = = sibilities of Robert Meinicke, who continues as vp- 


Pe ee 


_ Seiko restructured U.S. organization, formed 
telding company to serve as parent of Seiko Time 
ud new unit, SPD Precision, formed to handle non- 
Selio brand products & parts. 


" KAN A AH ARTO} f] Ub 


gen. mgr. of new Trimpot Products Group, 


Sampo America moves to 1050 Arthur Ave., Elk 


i 
Grove Village, Il. ! 
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__-__ sfaTE OF THE INDUSTRY 
(total market), from EIA, for week ended Feb. 2 (5th week of 1979): 
{to z « , 


ayes 10 denles= oe 1978 % Jan. 20- 1979 1978 % 
sales Jan. oh week change 26 to date to date change 
8 430 363,271 -12.4 307,649 1,286,046 1,296,204 -0.8 
| Se i 318,03 918,993 -14.0 204,956 810,549 837,956 -3.3 
| rea Re oe 1 892 144,278 -10.0 102,888 1, oi 458,248 43.8 
ANTS CON PA ’ = — ; ’ 7 = 
oe 9,477 4,034,088 -29.1 750,795 3,688,331 3,596,019 +2.6 
pa 732.736 781,057 -45.3 453,750 2,173,165 2,405,310 -9.7 
pial able - 0, 869 900,756 -31.8 144,466 743,159 698,421 46.4 
pome ; 


Peet. 530,301 -49.9 309,284 1,430,006 1,706,889 -16.2 
AM. Be 953,031 +20.8 297,045 1,515,166 1,190,709 427.2 


ir seit ing average: 1979—162,110; 1978—167,591 (down 3.3%). 


RESTARTING TV OUTPUT: Former Admiral Taiwan TV plant goes back 
nN onth, according to report from Taiwan quoting Loy Hoc-Kim that facility 

ration ie Bs 000 color TVs by end of March, has targeted output of 250,000 color, 
turn OUD #7 


pe 
nto ope 


atop DAW for year 


iirector of 0 erations and officer of New Vale Ltd., offshoot of Hong Kong- 
ijentified 88 “a td., Loy says new company has arranged necessary letters of 
posed ventur 0 gs. color quota allocation, expects to spend $2.5-$3 million to open U.S. 


eredil; expor 
gales office 7 


< operating as Admiral Overseas Corp., will continue to use name for about 18 
ron Be fo AOC later. Spokesman for Admiral parent Rockwell International 
soo, en firm's temporary right to name, stressed it can't be used on TVs exported 
confirm : 
js. F F 
my! Admiral customers, including K-Mart, Midland & Montgomery Ward, have agreed 
ue AOC, Loy says, but we've been unable to get confirmation. AOC representa- 
fp buy Aas in U.S. offering 13" & 19'' color models, but aren't known to have won any major 
tires Be anitments: Of former Admiral Taiwan executives, 3 have agreed to stay with 
arent Gen. Mgr. John McCartin and William Anderson, responsible for quality con- 
rol b engineering, according to Loy. 


production scheduling plan ma be too optimistic. Spokesman for Centurian, Wheeling, Ill. 
fro tat has assisted AOC with U.S. parts procurement and details of govt. regulations, indi- 


valed that actual output may still be several months away. Current parts leadtime makes Feb. 
profuction start "appear unrealistic,'' and AOC has yet to submit necessary performance test 
reaults to FCC or HEW or submit samples to UL, we were told. 


it's understood AOC has arranged financing through Taiwan govt.-sponsored trading com- 
may and has been awarded lion's share (52%) of Taiwan's annual color export-to-U.S. quota of 


1,02 million sets per year (373,000 complete, 648,000 incomplete), which was about equivalent 
d plant's share of exports under Admiral last year. Allocation is angering other color ex- 
rlers there, particularly RCA, which has been producing all 13" color chassis on Taiwan and 
is expanding to 17'' color chassis this year. 


Chicago, is looking for assembly plant here. 


‘ywania sales were UP last 
A nk color TV profit- 
s stl) eto report of parent GTE. 
aetucts Group, which in- 
Tv & picture tube operations, 
ti poth areas, ee sya 
impr ence the effects of in en 
gles’ 0 xP Si TV oat saan kate 
ith , 4th parent's in fi- 
; included quarter earnings 
ot oa 97.9% sales gain to 
ar, sales rose 18.9% to 
£ $18.2 million, including 
5 against $1.36- 


ly > i 
cor 
sf plem>: “seg Proc 


7 1 net o 
ransaction gains, 


fiscal 
arent-only sales in 
 yatoosnit reported is to $8.1 billion, after- 
war. 20 705% <og8.6 million, both setting 
ped 17° 4 sales of electronic products 
with bulk of improvement 


arket. S 
; Pee Te 

aed 5 yolume. ompan : 
prcns Oar at least 6% to $8.6 billion, 
5 


ofit increase of 6.5% 


: . RCA's 1980 color portable 

och porTABLE TV! RO leaders at open ($320) 

with hon mehanged {rom Dec., when last 

~ New 13" with single-knob 
is $360, up $20 from 

Sal it replaces, remote with 

lay $430. All-new ae 

e changed), first step-up has 

garts 2 open (F eiagi(ae $20), remote $490. In 

aso tuner = leader is open ($420, unchanged), 

iy, ws a ned step-up at $430 (up $10); model 

am ane tuner $460 (up $10 from mechanically 

rib one aced) remote $530. Holdover 19 

reat set TER ue at $490 (on-set keyboard tuning), 

~ og Treks con uning), $580 (remote). While new 

$ odels aren't due for showing until May, 

cesole mY "introduce VCR-ready 25'' remote con- 

pea did rel at $1,100-$1,300, for Aug. delivery. 

ples, O77 "st shown last May (Vol. 18:21 p9) but 

ed, Inb&w, 9" is $115 without battery 

=sianged), $170 with battery (up $5); 12" starts 

ah § pen-List models ($100-$115, unchanged) ’ 

1 DC (non- battery) version $115 (down $5), new 

ae $190, RCA dropped 16" b&w, 

nodal with battery > 

old it will bring it back later in year, introduced 


vey 19" at $160 & SI 70 (unchanged). 


sas were 
sever shIpp 


_—_—_-—_— 


"The Videolog," in 3 volumes, lists video- 
nsseties & videotapes in all formats: General In- 
eres Entertainment, over 4,500 programs ($20), 
Heilth Sclences, about 7,000 programs ($35), Busi- 
pss i Industry, 3,300 programs ($35). Published 
iy Esselte Video, 600 Madison Ave., N.Y. 10022, 

\is just published and available from Esselte is 
i edilion of "The Video Guide,’ Charles Ben- 
serer's large-format profusely illustrated hand- 
took lo video recording, at $14.95. 


TELEVISION DIGEST—1) 
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Howard Yamato, Quasar 
vanced at Matsushitn Electric Corp Me ana 
pres. of new Panasonic West Diy. ieee 
tion of acquisition of Newcraft's C, 
tion organization... Gerald 


exec... Lewis Lehr advanced at 48 pres. & chief 


now a vp of CP unit... .5 Barone 
RCA from yp to senior yp, licensing. met 
Harvey Sampson, Hary 
he post of ces ce =! pa en 
coustic Research technical services mktg 
& 
Steven Rand resiens as asst. Yvp, Marantz et = 
markets... Jerome Ruzicka, ex-Bose, joins dbx 
mktg. & sales vp... Mart McPherson named fo oa 
post of NESDA-ISCET administrator assuming ae 
duties formerly handled by Charles Porter saelcuet 
as exec. dir... Glenn Hirsch, ex-BIC & BASF, joins 
urtz & Tarlow, N.Y., as exec. on Pentax ad account 
Allyn Bascom, Sprague Produ tributo 
Div. national sales mgr 5 ele v 


+, Named vp... Gerald Selvin 
named ITT Components Group facts dir 
Francis Fedoroko promoted at GTE to mer. of new 


video products program at Circuit Module Operation: 
& 


earch & engineering 
succeeding Allen Alper, now operations a dir., 
Obituary 


Clarence Moore, 74, founder & pres, of 
International, died Jan. 24 of heart attack. tn eee 
Ind. He was audio innovator who invented cubical 
quad antenna and introduced electro-magnetic brak- 
ing, 2-channel stereo & solid-state circuitry to tape 
recorder technology. He was ordained minister, 
helped found National Religious Bestrs. Wife, 2 
sons, daughter survive, ; 


I 
Mergers & acquisitions: 


more interested in the professional ma 
a8 at consumer: applications. 


stemmed tropa deren ce Soon ee aa: “We are 


has agreed to acquire Omron's prog 
terminal operation for $1.6 million in cash & notes. 


\ Loita tae aa GL Le 
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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


< IA, for week ended Feb. 9 (6th week of 1979)- 
Ry : 


| 3-9 week change Feb. 2 to date eee ; 
VI 989 , 493 194,617 +48.8 318,330 1,575,589 1 rey hange 
| otal Wee 178,974* 126,116 +41.9 188,438 989,503" ‘ona’ 45.7 


Baa cee 110,519 68,501 +61.3 129, 892 964,072 42.6 


; 586,016 

+ ss = 9 “ 477 41, 038 926,749 +11.3 

“< pon +**" gg2'311 433,553 +60.0 732,957 4,380,642 4 o99 

he ai radio - si . 433, 930 206,823 +109.5 427, 386 2,606,395 2, 612. va aint 

MP |e, Tae - T4184 46,978 4200.5 136,869 "884343 "74s? ggg aos 
ronly-+"""" 999/046 159,845 +82.7 290,517 1,792,052 1, 866.734 

ema FMAM: 55’og1 226,730 414.3 305,571 1,774, 247 : 


Ae a 1,417,439 425, 
a- zul0 ae « week moving average: 1979 —173, 898*; 1978—167, 431 (up 3.9%). 
color 
t 
BaD cord ft 


SEEN TO BETAMAX TRIAL: Federal Judge Warren Ferguson furth 


er narrowed 
final 6 scheduled 
Sumes Feb, 28. 
arch 16. 


wv END C : = it against Sony, refusing to hi i 
nICK EN ; ey copyright suit ag Ly ng to hear plaintiff's 
a es in a arene defense to stand when trial in L.A. federal court re 


sse5, indicated to judge they could complete their presentation by M 
Sony lawyer 


- have used 12 days on 3-day weekly schedule; Sony presumah 
He yca & Disney Tdge had indicated he had reserved time only theetah eRareees ; 
ean ext is de e z proceedings extended beyond that date they'd have to be wedged in at odd times 
a8 coast d only 12-13 witnesses—large drop from more than 100 originally scheduled. 
ag sige cnsierably shortened proceedings when he ruled he would hear no more witnesses 
qu a ith plaintiffs, ruling out testimony from Warner Bros. Pres. Frank Wells, 

ds ae of several film unions, Norman Lear Assoc., Gillette Co. Bach time Plaintiffs 
' represen dexpert witnesses, Sony had objected that trial should be limited to copyrights in 

Bele se of MCA & Disney which allegedly are being violated by Betamax, After hearing 
» ae these outside witnesses, Judge said he had heard enough, calling testimony repetitive. 


a { narrowing of issues, Sony's presentation also will be shorter than originall 
a4 icuied Recent MCA & Disney. witnesses, including MPA Pres. Jack Valenti, Ree 
patie, mres, Sidney Sheinberg , former CBS Bestg. Group Pres. Richard Jencks, testified to possible 
Gch} sirerse economic effects of home VCR use on software production—but were unable to offer 

Le dcumentation or to give actual proof or amounts of damages. 


i As relatively dull trial plodded on, at least one mystery was solved: Defendant William 
i Se = — 

f Griffiths, cited as Betamax owner, turned out to be client of MCA's law firm who agreed to 
py bedify he had taped copyright material. 


} COLOR PRICES FELL IN 1978, ITC SAYS: Though domestic color TV producers did manage 
Op toget higher prices in 4th quarter, average selling prices for all of “were below those of 

)  f_ Mexept for 16-17", International Trade Commission report on industry shows. As result, 
iy pn: domestic factory shipments jumped 15, 4% to record 8) 22 million, Sales yalue was up only 
ia . oy 
f 4 
| 7 


iL. fbto record $2.8 billion. . 


—¢ 6 * 
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yANUFAC 


STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 
(a ters (total market), from EIA, for week ended Feb, 16 
g to deater® 
Su 


(7th week of 1979): 
sale Feb. 1976 " 


Feb, 1979 1978 % 
10-16 week change 3-9 to date to date change 
251,245 242,421 439.6 289,493 1,826 784 1,733,242 45.4 
mV eyeaetesiees 153,737 156,691 -{.9 178,974 1,143,960" 1,120,763 49 9 
[rot etter ar oes 97,508 85,730 413.7 110,519 683,524 
col me -»-:+-* 
BOR et 
| Hom 


612,479 411.6 

ee b 8, 231 45,819 = 

921,436 809,683 +13.8 692/314 5,302,078 4,839, 955 +9.6 

Maio eee 658,794 546,937 +20.5 493/949 3,265,189 3,159. 079 +3.4 

\Pyome, portable «52 a Uae pan ee 47043,168 "ara 864 ator 
yros 499,969 419,472 419.9 292,046 2,222 91 

| ym & FM-AM - 262,642 262,746 -0.0 


2,286,206 9.5 
259,081 2,036,889 1,680,185 421.9 
Gao rv 5 week moving average; 1979-180, 638": 1978-173 386 (up 4. 2%), 
| Color TV 9-¥ 
|FRecord for period. 


wh , FEB, WEEK: String on indus 
75 DOWN FINAL ef 

COLOR BALE nent 2nd up, 3rd down apparent vious 

yo-first ie for period of about 190,000; o 

o report 84°°* 


's color TV sales-to 
ed in final week, and EIA 
from same week last year. 

= d news is that on strength of strong 2nd week, when volume surged 
That's the bad a = Soot news 711, 400, and 1.3-million 2-month total was also record, 
41.9%, total Feb. Tricitent however, do raise doubts about underlying market strength, as sales 
poth up geen d in only 2 of year's first 8 weeks. 

gains we < 


i R sales total. EIA is expected to show more 
beat 2 as well in final week's VG 
theres DE acht by dealers, highest weekly total of year, raising figure for Feb. to more 
than a ee Geter than double same month last year, 
than 32, ’ 


and up some 40% from Jan. Abeer 
- total of 55, 
Sly: ish Jan. volume by just 10%, _Two-month VCR sales 35, 
Feb, VCR ca pasa year. We'll have full details on Feb. business next week. 
is better than JU/0 a 


+ Big showdown in Japan TV dumping d battle may 
, G ASSESSMENT DELAY: ESPN ay 
be put 0} Bes Secor) ' ing duty assessme = ; 
evidence SORE ion $46-million levy, covering imports through yung 1973, Fa soe re 
sae dding from Treasury, Customs is bending tao Japa ee 
ince to reverse position, accept rho falnly saecteieoriale OE eae 

convince must be made to : elling SU el 

3, Japanese Say, must stimated $500 million to comparativ y minimal — 
justments , ; liability from e . ioe e 
=" Che tacts expr Price on callall he al eer 
unt, Cu 
aa of dumping duty owed. 


> >. we <> ¢ ua 
ivi ese additional time to make data pee Rigt ee aaa Nea ~ 
Grallowance tasue until mait=hp eta ean would ply to pat a8 wall ast, dnp 
Se ibsencats Customs isn't likely to enforce ee ae Rap aa ing ca hen een 
ofictally elise Vaca 1- pa} or a while, 
Mivee already Cae could among send out final notices, ignore non-payment fo : 
$ times alr 


| 


i 
| 


ae = 
——————— 
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V-DISCS: ‘The battle could be 
gH VIEW OF en RCAta videodinel avatars 


you | 


ing on RCA's side. That's appraisal 
‘ oy of London's Financial Times and 
% Cn Chittock made presentation at last 
gereen D oat ‘video Disc & Videogram 79," of 
ot 0 , 
week $Y rs program chairman. 
nich 
His obse 
py 
1.8.) terrd ob 
Atlanta NT , 


rvations were based on recent trip to 

hich he visited Magnavision dealers 

served demonstrations of RCA disc 

in Which system is better? Chittock's 

eystom In : impression"’ was that Philips system 
eclive ewhat better picture. He agrees that 

d some) well join race on RCA's side (Vol. 

: ‘Ucan't conceive of Sony adopting Philips/ 

a (‘unthinkable") and sees it unlikely 

is lJ introduce own system. 


produce 
Matsushiit 
19:9 p§), 
MCA sySt" 
that Sony wi 

r own 
cate that Matsushita 


een iran (1) Vise system (2) JVC's VHD sys- 
Alterns 4 


(3) RCA system. (4) Vise modified for com- 


- Magnavision in Atlanta: MCA disc 
Reporting oo al trouble spot... Undoubtedly some 
Neould be ag have purchased discs with faults in 
pula ‘whether this is a serious matter depends on 
them. ‘ation not available," such as MCA's reject rate 
Saas er of faulty discs sold. [MCA & Magnavox 
a veil ‘i number of returned dises has been mini- 
both ter straw polls in Atlanta," said Chittock, 


reports from Japan, meanwhile, indi- 
7 is on brink of deciding on its 


mal.] 


D iyndicate that RCA may be making a big mistake in 
' n 5 “ 


+ that freeze-frame & slow-motion are un- 
Baller ae ne conmaactl He says Atlanta deal- 
kink disc will stimulate sales of stereo ampli- 
a as well as TV sets "because of the superb audio 
output.” 
Chittock hints that Matsushita could manufacture 
videodisc player for RCA, This was denied flatly 
last week by RCA spokesman, who said player was 
"engineered so that it can be produced at least as 
somically in the U.S." Chittock's view on this 
differs markedly from our forecast that Japanese 
firms may find it more economical to produce dise 
players in their overseas plants—including those in 
U,S.—than at home (Vol. 19:9 p8). Video dise con- 
ference, with attendance 250, was sellout, accord- 
c ord Media. 
ing to sponsor N ee 
Zenith supports proposed changes in antitrust 
law which would speed up enforcement, give federal 
investigators better access to discovery materials 
produced in private antitrust suits, Chmn. John 
Nevin told Senate Judiciary Subcommittee last week. 
In testimony, Nevin said it proved impossible far 
International Trade Commission to examine confi- 
dential documents filed in antitrust suit it's pressing 
against Japanese TV makers in Philadelphia, and 
that Zenith had to accept "onerous conditions” be- 
fore Justice Dept. was granted limited access to 
Specified materials, He urged that proposed law re- 
vision be expanded to allow Congress and authorized 
agencies to examine even materials covered by pro= 
tection orders, 


slicy and could reach decision within month. 


Siew, | 


TELEVISION DIGEST—}} 
MATSUSHITA RECORDs: 
consolidated Sales & eary 
volume rose 10%, 


table). In closing 


wart 
B% to $2, 9 billion a net dng wp oe 0 Stace rose 


For year, Matsush 
10% to $7, 95 billion arin are Sales in Japan rose 


ulp 
Pment, ty 
to $421.4 million, batten” 


erles 
Company said VCR eats 
Paced export sales growth, 


Report rning 
color glass plant it's ball Aiton $50- million 


complete at year end—R 


GTE Consumer Electronics sales rose 12.5% in 
4th quarter to $337.5 million, were up 21% to $1.08 


billion for year, Saleg results were incorrec 
stated last week (Vol. 19:8 p11), ws 


Polaroid Teporting record results, said it 
"substantial" loss from Polavision instec hones 
ape b te last year, doesn't expect profits for it 


Warner Communications reporting records for 
1978, said results from Toy & Electronic Games 


Div, (Atari, Knickerbocker) were disappointing. It 
‘Said sales of Div. were down 15% in 4th quarter to 
$74.9 million, although volume for year rose 18% 
to $177.9 million. Pre-tax income for that opera- 
tion rose 3.5% for quarter to $1.17 million, and loss 
for yeas Was cut to $2.68 million from $6.14 million 
of 1977, ‘ 
——— 4} —_ 

Class I TY Device type acceptance rule change 
is being sought by Texas Instruments, TI, trying 
to bring home computer system to market, is asking 
FCC to create new category to allow Plece-by-piece 
testing and sales clearance for video products which 
use peripheral equipment, including now-banned 
external RF adaptors, Present rule requires that 
systems, such as computers, be tested in virtually 
all possible equipment combinations, and that RF 
generator be an integral part of main module, unt, 
conan tha ralaiiaakan pe elie ota 
pandable, multi-function consumer computer system 
designed to hook to existing TV sets. Alternative 
of supplying color monitor with computer would m 
basic system too expensive, TI says. 


Trial date for Zenith-NUE $1 billion antitrust 
sult against Japanese TV makers has been pushed 
back again, — at ek e has 


works lace Sept, 101, ts early 180, 


move, Japanese have asked for summary dismissal, 
on legal grounds, of major portions of complaint, 


and arguments are | 


lated for mid 
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8 Korashime, @x- Mitsubisht Trading ; Dee 
Aiwa (Japan) managing dir., succeeding ve re NBSDY 
Suzuki who resigns, ending 20-year ore ae tsa 
& subsidiaries, to set up export cons M82, ah) 
tlon (5172 Fukaya, Ayase = Baa tite 

_. John Greges, ex- Se ons tay 
orn operations mgr. in expan { operé = 
ne Dunham, ex-Tappan, 
viene mer.; Jerry Rader advance to national Cr er 
mgr-; Christine Bartnikowsl promoted to comp 
processor supervisor. 


Arcy Pragale, J.1-L. vp-*reas-» named chief 


igns a5 
ec., succeeding Glenn Nickell, who res 
ores Thomas Ishimoto, ex- Onkyo, joins Nikko 
‘audio a _ Kevin Byrne pro= 


udio as national product Mgr. - 
ate iberg from asst. sales mgr to national 


sales mgr. - _ Lawrence Jaffe shifts at BSS Ss 
Uni-Sync mktg- & sales dir. ror Ww 5 ra 
_. James Hoyt named Apple Computer g. apP 


cations engineer. 


m Panny, Bendix chief operating officer, 
Meare a eading William Agee, who contin- 
_chief exec. - Willard Kauffman, Intel 
components production dir., named vP-«- ee 
Chopra appointed TRW LSI Products U.S. gen- 5 
mgr., assuming some former duties of Don Bullock, 
now international gales mgr.-+ Earl Twietmeyer, 
United Radio Supply, Portland, Ore., elected NEDA 
pres., succeeding Don Yates, now chmn. 


named 
ues as chmn. 


gsMcC AID TURNDOWN: Labor Dept. last week 1s - 
sued first-ever refusal of import adjustment assist- 
ance for group of color TV workers when it rejected 
aid for those formerly assembling TVs & cabinets at 
Sanyo Mfg. Co., Forrest City, Ark. SMC laid off 
about 25% of work force in economy move late last 
year. SMC workers couldn't be considered {mport- 
injured, LD said, because: (1) Relative to domestic 
product, color {mports declined in both 1977 & 1978 
and (2) SMC's major customers (Sears & Sanyo 
Electric) increased their purchases from SMC, cut 
down on imports. 


In other decisions, LD approved help for ex- 
Adyent employes, turned down bid by cafeteria work - 
rs at a phono plant. Advent job losses, LD said, 
mmed from Increased imports of enclosed loud 
speakers. Agency noted that Advent is closing 
Cambridge, Mass. plant, transferring speaker 
production to Nogales, Mexico and assembly of 
speaker enclosures to Portsmouth, N.H. Cafeteria 
workers, who served in Capehart’s Norwich, Conn. 
plant, were employed by independent caterer, not 
company itself, so their layoffs aren't directly 
related to Import competition, LD ruled. 


New cases opened by LD cover ex-worke 

= rs at 
Arvin's compact stereo assembly facility in Prince - 
nee BYi Remicor Rola speaker plants in Hawthorn 
& wney, Pa.; Sylvania color tube & compo- 
nents plant in Seneca Falls, N,Y,. 


These ave ‘atest feporta as oblaised dating past wank Day 
indicales \nformation nol available at press lime. Amounts = 
in dollars Parentheses denale lous. 


Amer ican Hestg. Cos. 4 
\970-year to Dec. pe 
1977-year to Dec. Ny 
197H-qtr. to Dec. M. 
1977-atr. to Dec. 4) 


1,783,985 000° 

} ,535 667 ,000 
523.994 ,0008 

480,168 ,000° 


Arvin Industries = 

197A8-year to Dec, Ne 489 ,079 ,000 
1977-year to Dec. Ne 460 ,269 ,000 
1978-qtr. to Dec, Ile 136 ,662 ,000 
1977-qtr. to Dec: 3) 113,840 ,000 


Buckbee-Mears 


1978-year to Dec. 31 64,13) ,000 
1977-year to Dec. a) 61,961 ,000 
197B-qtr. to Dec. 3) 17,166 ,000 
1977-atr. to Dec- i 14.561 ,000 


Conu 


1978-year to Dec. 31 19 ,024 ,989 
1977-year to Dec. i 17 338,220 
1978-qtr. to Dec. i 4,992 039 
1977-qtr- to Dec. x} 4,366,172 


Dynascan 
1978-year to Dec, J 
1977-year to Dec. 31 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 31 
1977-qtr. to Dec. 31 


Esquire Radio & Electronics 


64 316,000 
84 069,000 
14,279 ,000 
15,974 ,000 


1978-year to Dec. 3] 46,736,992 
1977-year to Dec. x] 39 ,660 084 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 41 17 ,832.928 
1977-atr. to Dec- 3 16 007 ,333 


Fuqua Industries 
197B-year to Dec. 3 
1977-year to Dec. 3 


Matsushita” A 
1978-year to Nov. w 
1977-year to Nov. 30 


MCA 

1978-year to Dec. 3) 
1977-year to Dec- 3) 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 31 
1977-qtr- ta Dec. 31 


Dak Industries 

1978-year to Dec. x) be 192,181, ihe 
1977-year to Dec. 31 151 ,075 ,000 
1978-qtr- to Dec. 3} 54,994 ,000 
1977-qtr. to Dec. 3) 36,891 ,000 


SBE 

1979-year to Jan. 3) 
1978-year to Jan. 31 
1979-qtr. to Jan. 31 
1978-qtr. to Jan. 31 


Sprague Electric 

1978-year to Dec. 31 
1977-year to Dec. 4 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 31 
1977-qtr. to Dec. 31 


1,643,364 ,000 
63) ,733 000° 


332,786,000 
269,381.00) 


Hotes: Record. From continuing 
dAdjusted. ©At yen‘s curre aT ce te 
special credit. % rags ia 


Zenith denies it had any s 
problems that interfered with co! 
level (Vol. 19:8 p12), says any & 
have resulted from misint 
made relating to need to re 
ments in final quarter. This, 2 
impact on volume but did inc ‘eage" 
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8 TELEVISION DIGEST 


Consume 


A Section of Televisio 


napiIO « © 
MANUFACTURING & SALES » Ty « PHONOGRAPHS » TAPE PRODUCTS = 


STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 
1A, for week ended Feb, 23 (8th week of 1979): 


2 mo. 2 mo 
; 1978 Feb. ; 
reas week change 10-16 1979 1978 
302,050 +5.0 251,245 2,143,917, 2,035,292 


Sales to dealers (total market), from E 


PM OLALMIA Viana) siete sists 317,133 


“ ,333,522 1,321,476 
OL yay pkeasisens 190, 262 200, 713 5.2 15373 . 
SERGE /- "126,871 101,337 +25.2 97,508 eae 713,816 
Home VCR....-- 10,392 - = 47781 28,521 
Total radio.....- 625,470 980,153 -36.2 921,436 5,970 ee 5,819,408 
home, portable . . 348,204 737,999 -52.8 658,794 ay Ore aee 3, 897, 069 
AM-only...-.-- - 129,067 204,378 -36.9 158,825 1,172,235 1,077,242 +8. 
FM & FM-AM.. 219,137 533,621 -58.9 499,969 2,441,158 2,819,827 © 
autominer eee pr7g66 242.154 +14.5 262,642 2,314,155 1,922, 339) 4% 


= 
Color TV 5-week moving average: 1979—-183,273 ; 1978—176, 689 (up 3.7%). 


*Record for period. 
CUSTOMS DEMANDING TV DUMPING PAYMENT: Customs is keeping word, will tell Janna. 
TV importers today there will be no further extensions for dumping duty bills it sent las 
31, and it's demanding full payment. Sugar coating on bitter $40-million pill is that it w 
cept partial payment in cash, rest in form of demand note. . 


How much cash is something importers will learn within next several weeks, Customs 
spokesman told us. When that notice is received, importers will be expected to fork over o, 
and sum demanded promptly or face swift punitive action which may include suspensio 
mediate entry privileges, he said. As for demand note, Customs will want to cash it in. 
time after May 15, newest target date for completing review of importer dumping-duty p a 
and requests for allowances to reflect claims of higher marketing costs in Japan. Birt 


Customs action is compromise, but one Japanese may not accept. Cash-note formul: 
stpone head-to-head confrontation between Japanese and Customs at least until May 
sents softening of Customs' cash-on-barrelhead position, gives Japanese chance to bac : 
pectaeeeyenc? on no payment unless Customs drops its new, tougher dumping enforcemen| 
policies. = IMENT 


From start, Japanese have refused to believe Customs is for real on this 0 hey h 
backing of Japanese Govt., and there's strong support for their stand within Gaxtas : . acta 
tion. Reports currently circulating in Japan are that Customs has decided to cut dum 
by 40-90%, and is only holding things up while it works out details. These sources ar 
deal was about sealed last week during Treasury Secy. Blumenthal’s visit in Tol rom 
is resolved to their satisfaction, ''we won't pay one cent,'’ as a vp of one major J: Sera | 
company told us last week. | 
New Customs payment plan isn't without probl i ane 
pay p problems for importers. For some, notes 
nS for several million dollars, and that could create difficulty with lender Wet F 
or importer reactions this week. S.  Walltnea 


Commerce Jan. TV import figures sho 
—— w that while Japanese tinuing quota 
era ries ‘cutback, ‘Taiwan & Korea stockpiled in antieipationleflinent 
» like one on Japan, controls their e ee 
tions from those 2 countries may not be noticeable until March SHARE nae 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 
Kell Benson promoted at Zenith Financial Div. 

to product financial analysis dir.; Robert Fisher 
advanced to corp. profit planning & analysis dir.; 
Martin Pregenzer named operations analysis & in- 
ternal audit dir.; Raymond Przytula appointed com - 
ponent mfg. operations group controller... Tsukasa 
Kimura, formerly Sony European parts & service 
operation mgr., joins Sony America as vp-gen. mgr. 
of new Service Div., responsible for handling service 
on all Sony products except broadcast equipment... 
John Green advanced at Admiral Group from exec. 
vp to pres., replacing Vincent Barreca, who retires 
from that post and assumes duties as consumer af- 
fairs vp for General Products Operation of parent 
Rockwell. 

James Baker, Kroger financial vp, joins Tandy 
May 1 as administration exec. vp, new post. .. Harold 
Smith, Goldblatt Bros. pres., adds post as chief 
exec., replacing Louis Goldblatt, who continues as 
chmn,.. Jerry Neal joins Mattel as vp-controller, 
replacing Kenneth Creed, now senior finance vp... 
Jon Reed advanced at Tektronix from Information 
Display Group mktg. mgr. to corp. mktg. dir., new 
post... Michael Connor joins Appel Computer as 
dealer sales support mer. 


Norm Skolnick advanced at Superscope to west 
region asst. sales vp in continuation of See eeieing: 
Bill Steffen appointed asst. sales vp for central re- 
gion, Hal Loman for east; Named region sales mers.: 
Joe Sanchez, west; Dick Isola, central; Thomas q 
O'Mara, east. Fred Dellar appointed national prod- 
uct training mgr.; Bud Gehrke named national sales 
mgr. for distributor, premium & military markets 
a Emmer resigns as Morse national accts. mgr i 

en Selby, ex-Radio Shack, joins Lafayette as mdsg 
vp; George Cohen advanced to administration vp... 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Companies | 


These are latest reports as obtained duting past week. Dash 
indicates information nat available af press lime, Amounts expressed 
in dollars, Parentheses denote lost. 


Doyle Dane Bernbach 
1978-year to Dec. 3) 


88 ,907 ,000 


1977-year to Dec. 3) 73,538,000 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 3 29,364,000 
1977-qtr. to Dec. 7) 24,060,000 
Electro Audio Dynamics 

1979-6 mo. to Jan. 27 35,578,000 
1978-6 mo. to Jan. 28 34,284,000 


Electrohome” 


1978-year to Dec. 3) 98,224 ,000 7 

1977~year to Dec. 31 92,147,000 (3:ipa eat = 
=| 

Soundesign 

1978-year to Dec. 3 143,380,000 

1977-year to Dec. 31 154,703,000 3 

1978-qtr. to Dec. 3) 41,940,000 2,8) 

1977-qtr. to Dec. 31 44,276,000 2,144 ,000 7 


a b — 
Notes: Includes special credit. Adjusted. 1h 
dollars. Canadfay 


Edward Legum promoted at Radio Shack to audig 
buyer...5. Kent Wall, ex-Mattel Electronics migy 
dir., appointed SBE mktg. vp, new post... Joan! oe 
man, ex-Tannoy, now SAE asst. national salés mgr, 
Allen Groh advanced at Shure to hi-fi produ S mbty, 
group mgr., responsible for all mktg. & product 
planning; Lottie Morgan appointed U.S. s ei 
vohn Owens named product mgmt. & OEM sales mpr 
o ~ > afte 
Direct-mail "'refund’’ promotion to all knows 
owners of Atari's programmable Video Computer 
System game runs April 16-June 30. Each. 
dreds of thousands'’ of owners will receive 
good for $2 on purchase of any of 28 game pro 
In addition, consumers are asked to answer 3 = 
tions about Atari's new personal computers. Wi 
drawn from correct responses get Atari-400 
computers and $100 computer merchandise cert! 
cates, ~ a 


Labor Dept. approved import adjustmer 
ance for workers formerly producing ster 
& compacts at Capehart's City of Industry, 
Agency said customers interviewed indicated 
were buying less from Capehart, switch : 
Commerce's Economic Development Adm 
opened import impact aid eligibility inve 
Sokol Crystal Products, Dodgeville, lis. 
of quartz crystals & related pred “4 

-., 


Electronic Distribution Show (f 
Las Vegas May 1-4, features consu 
seminar May 3, Speakers: Ken TI 
entertainment products; Robert Wyles 
Gordon West, SBE, CB; Jack Doyle, P} 
Jerry Kalov, Jensen, car stereo. - 


. 
« 


Distribution notes: P appoints F 
ance, Harrisburg, Pa.. ae 
Heintz Assoc., Buffalo, as upper-N. ¥ 
Sales, Speedway, Ind., for Ind. 
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s Intest proposal 


: Troasury’ 

VIN ON TV DUMPING: oot 
Pate on Japanese TV importers to me ras 
: ish payments of dumping duty SAA aS aTeced + 
a . ac nae al 4 
a\ ia part of overall political packae 1; 
4 rv ru S. fapan relations, but if may not go Ure 
soothe S -Jape | ts Ee 
iccorditig to Zenith Chmn. Jolin Nevin. Tae ya tale 
surprised at it, but I am disappointed. © Males = 

no awee is whole mess under 3 r fc 

iry wants to sweep th uy beet 
the several months that the Congress Is Bos Latin 
spend’ working on trade legislation. Ey 
Congress will then turn to other matters 50 agent, 
canthen r in which 


“resolve this issue in the manne 


can then 
' he told us. 


they want to resolve it,’ 
Statemonts by Japanese show they think they have 
Yond [ think there is considerable evidence 


a deal, saat toint extent that 


. protests will be allo 
wail sat Mare substantial reduction fh vy Cres 
ing duty] assessment, he said. He added: see a 
support this, but I beliove there is a tacit un ae an 
ing’ on whal Treasury will ultimately level in du 2 
to close case, ‘‘and whether that will include the out- 
raceous elements of the Dec. agreement in whieh 
Treasury was going to settle all the civil penalties 
associated with fraud before the grand jury has 
reached a fraud decision, I don't Imow."” 


But, Nevin said, ‘I'm not as discouraged as 
some others are today. There's one hell of a walk 
fo be taken between collecting in cash & notes and a 
later, {{nal judgment that says we're compromising 
it, At that point, what you're asking a Customs 
Officer to do is to deprive the U.S. of revenue, and 
you just aren't going to get those fellows to do that.” 


There have been many govt. people willing to 
compromise "to serve the broader purpose,” in past 
5 years, he said citing Army in Viet Nam, FBI pro- 
tection of Hoover and disclosures concerning Nixon 
Administration, '‘'bul I'm a son of a gun If I can find 
any of this in Customs. These are stand-up guys, 
and [ have not yet lost faith.'’ Beyond that, he points 
out, Justice is pursuing TV import value declaration 
fraud case, Zenith is continuing its private antitrust 
Litigation, and "we have another alternative. We can 
go into court ourselyes and say that they are not en- 
forcing the law. I mention that as a possibility and 
not as a probability or as something already discarded,” 


Whatever else may happen, said Nevin, "I'm 
confident as [ can be that the antidumping enforce - 
ment will not remain in Treasury after this year.” 

It may be handed to International Trade Commission 
or new agency, he said. "There are fust too many 
congressmen in key positions who feel that Treasury 


ue cannot bring themselves to administer the 
aw." 


-— 

Fence-straddling, or how to do business with 
China & Taiwan at same time, is theme of American 
Management Assn, seminar April 9-10 in N.Y. 
Speakers include U,S. & Taiwanese officials plus 
such industry representatives as Texas Instruments 
Vp Rolf Haberecht, General Instruments Senior Vp 
Rein Narma, 


Projection TV set production usin 

g tubes li 
from Kloss Video (Vol. 19:7 p10) will be atacted ee 
by New Nippon Electric Co., NEC subsidiary, which 
says it's negotiating for U.S, import & sales agent, 


MARCH 1 i " 
FCC ON COMPUTER INTERFERENCE: Perinyg 


P, 
computers are coming under closer gsérutiny « nal 
Chief engineer's office has requested that § » 
facturers—Apple, Atari, Commodore, Heath, 
west & Tandy—submit sample units & periphe i® 
RF interference tests. Results could balloon vie lo 
headache for computer manufacturers; Interfere, 
that FCC is tracking isn't caused by leaky RF mace 
lators but by actual logic circultry in computers, 


FCC Labs Research Chief Lawrence Midd 
promises tests for line-conducted & radiated 
won't be limited to these 6 manufacturerg! 
we can't examine the whole industry, but 
definitely want to look at some of the upcom 
that have potential for gaining a significant 7 
share.'' First units requested are Apple 1] 
800 (not due to reach market until fall), Go 
PET, Heath HII, Southwest 6800, Radio §| 
80. 


Although not directly related, tests ar _ 
to have significant impact on FCC's reaction 
Instruments’ recent petitions for waiver & m 
on RF modulators & Class I TV devices (V; 
pll). FCC staffer said decision on walve 7 
lator requirements could take 2-3 months, 
decision could keep TI from unveiling its h 
puter al CES. 


Interference inquiry was spurred by co 
to FCC and by 2 computer-owning FCC en; 
who found home units causing Interferenc 

5 oy 


Tandy is latest consumer electronics’ 
to be caught in Federal Maritime Commis 
bate investigation net. Tandy said it agreed toy 
FMC $175,000 to settle civil complaint alleging | 
received illegal rebates on freight charges for 
least 35 shipments of consumer electron 
from Far East in 1972-76. Products pr 
were for Tandy's Radio Shack. Tandy 
ment, which it will pay in 4 ins ‘ gate nts , 
no admission of guilt. Over last 2 years, 
other consumer electronics firms, inc] 
& Sony, have been among importers sett! 
ocean freight kickback cases brought 


"Audio-visual products of the fut 
by Sharp's Professional Products De 
Pattern," digitally recorded audio cas 
which displays video signals on TV 
taneously plays audio through conven 
system—video recorded on one stere 
on other, (2) "Sound Producer,'g 
built-in cassette decks to provide ¢ 
back by allowing tape on one deck t 
2nd one is automatically being cued u 
when selection on first deck ends, 


Sony's feature-laden J-7 Betama 
p10) has been introduced formally in 
$1,395 (279,000 yen). J-7 feature. 
vance timer, stereo sound, high- 
with visible fast-forward & rewind, 
remote, 4 picture speeds plus fleld- 
Unit also has auto-rewind, end-o 
America indicates unit won't be 
spring, Fe 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 
ies mer aqamed 
-.nvo gen. sales mgr., Hams 
Weastburé, Sanyo & E s 
aes yid Brenner advanced al RC A Coney Rane 
Veer = from rations dir. ‘9% : 
Electron cs fawn) 
VP; succeeding Robert smith, roy signs 
slanning YP: Joseph Fitzger <3 
fe vp a ,ed Sharp »- 
eales VP.-° 
mer:; Lawrenc 


Totten for Norcross; 
Telecor chmn., Daniel Greenberg 


as Morse 
A, branch 


, ,. Harold Haytin appointed 
advanced from 


: __ Jvan Sieben 
senior VP to pres: 


io-V ts mtg. 

“( at BASF to audio-video products : 
pron a RET EE joins DK as territorial mkte. 
A aimee 
mir. 
airchild LSI Group gen. 


roup gen. Mgr, an 
pete sal Browdani) ide semiconductor mktg. 
‘ named corp. YP: Div. VpS: 
McBurnie, Tran- 
Semiconductor 
anced at National Semi- 


ing mgr. to timepiece 


operations ren. 
James Ellick, IC mktg.; 

sistor Div. gen. mgr.; ©ono 
purchasing. iv 


conductor from 
products dir. . Richard Simpson 


Solid State Div. VIP personal comp 


Obituary 

hee 
Donald C, Power, 79, first chmn. ge chief exec. 

formed in 1959 from merger of 

al Telephone, died March 11 in 

O. He was pres- of GT from 


1951 to 1959, retiring as GTE chief exec. in 1966, 


but continued as chmn. 
director for another year. 
grandchildren survive. « 
Broadway & off-Broadway plays will be released 
on videocassette for rental or purchase by Theatre- 
to-Tape Inc., whose first show—studlo restaging of 
"Are You Now or Have You Even Been is ready for 
release. Second release is scheduled to be Sam 
Shepard's "Buried Child,"’ current off-Broadway hit. 
Tapes will be released through Tape Club of America 
for sale in $50-$56 range or $11-$15 monthly rental, 
principals said at N. y. news conference last week. 
TCA already is offering movies and concerts on sale 
or rental basis. TCA is joint venture of TCA Indus- 
tries Inc. (Michael Simone), Yardley, Pa. and Six 
Pictures Co. (Ellis Eisenstein), N.Y. Involved in 
first theatrical productions are Mort Siegel, N.Y. 


_ drama director now with WABC-TV, and Gary Nenner, 


pres. of Theatre-to-Tape, ex-ABC-TV & Teletape 
Corp. Future projects Include taping of April 30 
Charlie Mingus memorial concert at N. Y.'s Village 
Gate. 
Exhibit area for Summer Consumer & 

: er Electronics 
=e in Chicago June 3-6, has been expanded through 
ition of 200 spaces on McCormick Place's Con- 
coupe Level, increasing total number of exhibits to 

an & which 700 have been assigned, according to 
see eae ea Group. Tentative activity 
S for retail ad & promotion works 
eee suns a5 video conference ie 
op & retail seminar June 4. a 
conference, financial workshop & audio stem pate 


nar June 5: car stere 
tail seminar June 6. o & telephone equipment re- 


ted {or Chicago, James 


ee 


Financial Reports of TV-Flectroniee ea 


These are latest reports as obtained dunn, 
indicates information nol available ot preg ‘o O pant ' 
in dollars, Parentheses densle loss i te 


Acton 
1978-year to Dec, 3], 
1977-year to Dec. 3) 


Athena Communications 


105,988,000 | 
59 1232 ,000° ae 


1978-year to Dec. 3] als 

1977-year to Dec. 3] ett)! 
- - Ll 

Cablecom General wk 


1979-qtr. to Feb. 28 ee |. 
1978-qtr. to Feb. 26 aan el 
000 i 
Comcast ‘|| 
1978-year to Dec. 3 16.1e0.A19 | 
1977-year to Dec. 3} 12 anata | 


“ft 
Flectronic Memories & Magnetics f 


1978-year to Dec. 3} 130 ee |! 
1978-atr. to Dec. 3}, 35.124 of a | 
1977-qtr. to Dec. 31 28.2840 | 
ITT | 
1978-year to Dec. 31, |15,26 ania 
1977-year to Dec. 4) »261 178, 00¢ 


Morse Electro Products =4 
1978-9 mo. to Dec. 31 | 
1977-9 mo. to Dec. 71° 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 31 
\o77-qtr. to Dec. 31> 


National Semiconductor 


1979-40 wk. to March 4) 51 sg oa 

1978-40 wk. to March 5 $18 300,000) 
1979-12 wk. to March 4) 165,300,000 
1978-12 wk. to March 5| 110,000.0 


110,000,000. 
Sony” ant 
1979-qtr- to Jan. 3l 
1978-qtr. to Jan. 31 


Trans-Lux 
1978-year to Dec. 31 


1977-year to Dec. 3) 
Notes: “Includes special credits OReSthE 


dpecord. @At yen's current rate. fPer ap 


Toa 


up Sony...RCA says it's spending $1. 
promote "Get A Bond Back’! TV-VCE 
tion launched last week (V oe 9:8 vf 
rent ''Tax Time” calculator aramae ( 
with 26-market spot TV campaigniin 
BASF spring promotions include 3 7) 
blank 8-tracks & cassettes, free car 
chase of dozen ferrichrome c — atte 
on chrome cassettes. . Sony ap soln 
Rosa for magnetic tape &b isiieen 
AvRutick for hi-fi, professional &¢ 


BSR is demonstrating new vers 
access Accutrac record cha we 
customers. OEM units are dpainn 
in console or compact Ss e) o'cas 3 
separate bases, and remot «a 
wired to serve as master f © con ole 
current component version, ren tate 
volume of phono by inereasing Fes 
remote operation. “oan 
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aus © TV * PHONOGRAPHS «© TAPE PRODUCTS . RADIO 
eyuRING & S P: * COMPONENTS . y 
gio} = — ———— EW PRO 


STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


ses to dealers (total market), from EIA) for’ week ended Marah g (10th 
“—— w 
“f "0 ’ weak ae Feb, 24- 1979 pee 
314,281. 267,697 snge March 2 to date ete chang 
roel Desens state 201,493" 175,396 aig 337,362 2,795, 560 2.6 : 
oot-"*°""  449"788 92°801 ang sbr990) Myn46so5r ateggine ners 
monochrome 10. 552** a + 22 125, 426 1, 048, 609 ’ or! 664 +3 
gome yok ne tee sar’ statnerieee ree seas ‘ 75, 244* 1,932 +12.5 
rotal radio. ++*° ’ ; - ; 434 153 _ 
rome, portable - Teast 85,853 4on, ceae25T 4,517,720) gay et! 
Mi Meonly so ; , +90.6 128, 467 1,407, 153 1491,344 -13.5 


AN EM-AM. 213,619 299,272 98.6  5i5 1,516,014 -7. 
FM & F 267,870 259,414 $3.3 » 100 3,170, 567 3,775, ; 


2 oie 274,408 2,856,433 
2,43 
Color TV 5-week moving average: 1979—187, 280°: , 1296, B43) 417.2 


sqecord for period. **Highest week of year to date. 

TA MAKERS ADDING 4-1/2-HOUR VORS: Pla -time 
i ettee will disappear—at least temporarily—with universal Pre etween Miah 
yu slower Beta speed which gets 4-1/2 hours on casse ade store of 
cae urs (Vol, 
{9:6 pi): 


wew speed for Beta was developed by Sanyo, quickly adopted by other 


| : : Beta producers So . 
_oshiba, Will be featured also in Zenith & Sears VCRs. Son ny 
: eet could be first to show machine with the new Spe TTS Eee ee along reluc- 


tantly, ; awit ed. This 
Sa tirst Betamaxes having original X1, with X2 half Speed added eeess is actually 3rd for 


;jloved by machines which recorded & played back at X2 speed aie er on 2-speed machines, ) 
10 ¥ . 
America officials declined all comment 


, but it's underst 

Sony Tapan as SL-J7 (Vol. 19:5 p10, 105 erstood new deluxe SL- machine— 
pirduced in Japan as SL-J7 (Vol. 19:5 p10, 19:12 p10)—will be shown at Sony cece nec | 
month and it will include new speed. As shown in Japan, J7 had 4) 


both X1 & x2 : i | 
{ill have 2 or 3 speeds here (X1, X2, X2-1/2) or just 2 (K2 & X2-1/2) isn't ae Naural 
ins one-week timer (possibly 2 weeks in U.S. model), visible fast-forward, still, slow-motion 
jtomatic rewind, alarm 10 sec. before tape-end, 10-function remote control, high-speed cue 
i review (20 times normal forward & reverse with visible picture), varactor tuning. Japanese 
rersion has 2-channel sound (for 2 tracks or stereo). 


tte that currently h 


In VHS camp, Hitachi has introduced in Japan 10- 
note control of ''6 speed modes" (normal, 
df stills), 


day programmable VCR and unit withre- 
twice normal, variable, slow, stop, automatic speed . 


Other playing-time developments, both still in "maybe" category: (1) Electronic (rather . . 
than mechanical) cassette changer for Beta which could extend unattended recording time to . 
more than 24 hours. (2) Thinner VHS tape to get 6 hours in cassette is being tested in prototype 


by hardware manufacturers, could come in small quantities late this year from DuPont, Fuji, | . 
TDK, possibly others, 


Newly available data, meanwhile, make it possible to update our report on 3-month video- | 
disc player sales in Atlanta (Vol, 19:12 p7). Approximately 385 units have changed hands— 


tigher than the 300 we estimated last week—with consumer orders totaling about 1,500. Approx- 
imate sales by dealer (with total orders in parentheses): Rich's 200 (800), Allen & Bean 120 i 
00), McDonald Magnavox 65 (200). Rich's doesn't accept payment for advance orders; all Hy 


mart 


involved 
y attorne> ne i 


50 snot 


. was applied across-board to all involved models of same manufacturer 
aul ao 5 
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jose minimum margin will be to what importers will actually ow 

reported here last week, stressed that allowance alana eat Memo 
ldn't be considered as accepted, Exercise didn't consider KenUrVARMEBA) 
a incorrect model matches, which could lower margins 
/ have received from Japanese suppliers, 


importer claims of clerical 
even further. Rebates import- 


which would increase margins, weren't 


a ply only to $46 millio 

vaquetions, of course, apply only to $46 million assessed on sets imported 

: Ree ep large portion of Japanese-made sets were sold under U.S. & a arenaieis ne 
j73) in Japanese mar keting methods and rising value of yen may make it difficult for Cus- 
chane?* apply same adjustment principles to estimated $500 million in potential dumping Liabili- 
tom? 


sac owed ON import 
es VU 


jittle be 
ducer s— 5° 
ments. 
it currentl 
ried making 


importers 


y appears that importers will go along with Customs plan. 
necessary financial arrangements. But they're doing 


s since then. Wide swing in discounts from im 

porter to im 

not likely to be much difference in relative costs among ieee 
who were hit with highest gross margins are ones seeking biggest adjust- 


Some have already 
5 with clear understand- 


sar it accept legality of commodity tax formula Cust 
hat they don : : ustoms uses to come up with gross 
Re me mari and that case will end up in Customs Court if final dumping bills are too high. 
ympshs 


Time magazine 


po 


2 took its annual look at TY foreign trade in March 26 issue, incorrectly re- 
tad that House Trade Subcommittee has called for new TV dumping hearing; none is sched- 
ie and no plan for one is in works. It made no mention of probable reductions in dumping 


duty assessments, put did predict Treasury would seek out-of-court settlement of fraud charges 


against independent impor 


SEW LINE CALENDAR: Las Vegas is favored loca- 
ii for new-model debuts this spring as 5 manufac- 
von eg will be showing lines there during May, Ex- 
Phe foreign locations apparently are out—thanks to 
a internal Revenue rulings, All sales meetings 
2 in continental U.S. 


Magnavox, MGA, Philco, Sony & Toshiba have 
moved dates earlier this year, while JVC, Panasonic, 
nyo & Sharp are showing later. March 28 meeting 

tr field sales staff in Phoenix will be first time 
Magnavox has shown new line before CES—regular 
regional showings after CES are still scheduled. GE 
=il] hold press preview of new line in N.Y, March 
97, MGA will unveil new models to west coast deal- 
ers combined with tour of Irvine, Cal. plant May 14- 
18, will show line to rest of dealers at CES. 


Here's lineup of starting dates for showings of 
new Lines—some meetings are for field sales staffs 
only, others for distributons and/or key dealers; 


GE...... Late May-early June Portsmouth, Va. 
Hitschi,.. dune 3 ...-.-+5-= Chicago (CES) 
mvC..... June 3 .,..see sis Chicago (CES) 
Magnavox. March 28 ....++=- Phoenix 

MGA May 14,....0=5= Irvine, Cal 
Panasonic. Mayl....+--+==> Las Vegas 
Philco... Mayl0,..-.--.5-. Las Vegas 
Quasar... May 24.....-.<+s Chicago 

RCA. May 14...,.--+2+= Las Vegas 
fanyo.... April3O.....--+=> Los Angeles 
Blarp.... Week of May 14...- Memphis 

Bony, April 23... -. Seen Hot Springs, Va. 
Sylvania Moy 16. ...5 sss Las Vegas 
Toshiba .. Mny7,.....+<s== New York 

meolth ,,. May'24....2<e58: Las Vegas 


ters who concealed rebates from Customs. 


AM stereo tests have been authorized or extended 
by FCC to 5 stations: WJR Detroit (Belar), Feb, 16- 
May 16; WABC N.Y, (Kahn/Hazeltine), Feb. 15-May 
15; WFIL Philadelphia (Kahn/Hazeltine), March 12- 
June 12; WGN Chicago (Harris & Motorola) & WTAQ 
LaGrange, Dl. (Motorola), March 6-April 6. NAB, 
meanwhile, has opposed Harris's request to FCC for 
extension of deadline for comments for 60'days. It 
noted that 2 extensions have been given already, said 
industry & public "are eagerly awaiting a Commis- 
sion decision on stereo,"’ NAB suggested, instead, 
deadlines of April 30 for comments, May 30 for 
Teplies, 


Jerrold Pres, Colin O'Brien denied published 
reports last week that Malttel-Jerrold CATY -game 
system (Vol. 16:50 p12) will be tested on SixStar 
Cablevision {n Southern Cal, SixStar was quoted as 
saying that cable-game test to begin in full would 
add only $4-$6 to subscribers’ monthly charge. 
O'Brien termed these figures "totally false," said 
Mattel & Jerrold are still selecting systems, Sys- 
tems selected must have "at least several thousand’ 
subscribers, sald O'Brien; 4 systems in U.S. and 
one in Canada will be picked for 6-month test. Press 
conference & demonstration is planned for mid-May, 


Fledgling Electronics Technicians Association 
(Vol, 18:49 pl) has set up certification testing pro- 
gram. New CET test recognizes 8 levels of attain- 
ment: "Associate," "CET" and new ‘Master CET" 
category. Master level requires 10 years exper\~ 
ence and higher score on 200-question written exam. 
ETA plans to use teaching CET's (20% of membership) 
as test monitors. ETA will hold first officers’ meet- 
ing in Yorktown, Va. April 13, hopes to have conven~ 
tion later this year. 
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REPORTS: Zenith retalt 
and b&w TV Inst year, 
share declined, 4 
color unit pri 
er increases, 
{ shift to smaller siz 


ned No. 1 spot in 


Company says 
down last ye@ 
les were lower 
d competitive 


Zenith reports col es to dealers 


Inst year, against 12° 
consecutive year of 
was up 7» in 19 
rose 18% & 10%, 
total consumer 
to $918 million 
only major busines 
rising 2.9% to $7 
B&w sales dropped 11.4 
million, while aud 
$106 million from 
that decline to aud 
other products rose 


d up just 0,40 
n, with color T 

w sales improve- 
m $721 million, 


from $914 millio 
s segment to sho 
42 million fro 
% to $70 million from $7 


Zenith attributes 


gram contri- 
but was offset 
lL & material 


Company says cost-reduction pro 


buted $30 million to profits 
-million rise in payro 
Report shows Zeni 
last year to $17 mill 
million for developm 
tube & Triple-Plu 
equip Mexican color chass 
ates that answer 
tops in color TV may depe 
s color sales rose 
alculations based 
give RCA frac 
lude dominan 


ion, largest outla 
00-degree EFL Pp 
$4 million to buy & 


to question of who's 
hat's being counted, 
13% last year (Vol. 

on our annual mar - 
tional leadership. 

t share of hotel - 
Zenith isn't major fac - 
-only sales would put 
about half percentage point. 
electronic games & toys are 


tributors to anticipated 15% 
ase in net being forecast for 


19:11 p9) and c 
ket-share survey 
But RCA's figures inc 
institutional market in which 
tor. Adjusting fo 
Zenith in front by 


Milton Bradley says 
xpected to be major con 
es gain, 10-20% incre 


-quarter loss (Vol. 19:11 
temming from declining 
It couldn't re- 


Soundesign attributed 4th 
p12) to higher product costs § 
value of dollar in foreign markets. 
cover costs because of policy against raising prices 

to major customers in middle of model year, but did 
post increases in Jan., company said. Bulk of sales 
decline was attributed to reduced volume of Interna- 
tional Div., which provided 15% of sales in 1977 but 

only 7% last year. 


Matsushita plans to raise about $250 million in 
Japan next month through offering of unsecured con- 
It will be first unsecured cor- 
porate debt offering approved by Japanese govt. since 


yvertible debentures. 


Consumer plans to bu 
ans to buy TY sets in next 6 
are up sharply, according to Conference Sane 
Buying Plans Index, which showed 7, 1% planned to 
buy Boley atts in Reb, compared with 6.9% in Jan 
F eb, . Bé&w buying plans 
pressed by 1,5% vs. 1.2% in Jan. anal 2% ren ae 


MARCH 26,197) 
COMPUTER CONTROVERSIES: Atari hag . 
to extend comments deadline on Texas ingine Cp 
petition for waiver of Class I rules on RF mod, tg <2 
(Vol. 19:12 p10), in what may be move to d ody 
ket introduction of TI home computer, roc 
deadline to March 30, when Atart says it will f de 
comments. (ile 


‘it's safe to assume that our comments on, 
waiver petition will be negative," Atari lnwiea 
FCC examination of TI waiver petition wily take 
least 2-3 months after comments deadline 
extension of deadline plus negative comments 
jeopardize rumored TI plans to introduce ho 
puter at CES or even this year. Atari's hom 
puters (Vol. 18:51 p11) are scheduled to reach man 
ket in Sept. ich n 


Apple is at center of other controversies gyi 
about home computer business. Compan vette 
for $1.1 million last week by computer retaj) 
Byte for unfairly attempting to end one-year-qj, 
tribution agreement. Byte accused Apple of ° 
ing it, refusing to make deliveries and tell} 
ers not to buy Apple computers {rom Byte, 
distributes to 70 independent authorized de 
18:34 p6). Meanwhile, Apple II computer 
6 requested by FCC for RF interferenc . 
19:12 p10). Apple spokesman said co: m 
comply, expects no major interference p 
show up. Apple unit is one of few perso: 
ers with neither its own video monitor nor | 
lator, Industry sources say that Apple de +: 
been telling consumers where to buy illegal RF 
lators so they can use TVs for monitors, 
nies this, says dealers have been recomm 
monitors with video jacks to Apple compu’ 

——_~-§—_ -° | 


VCR compatibility with TV sets prot 
come under study by EIA engineering con 
after all, ELA apparently has reversed 
cision to look into problems caused by an 
encoding of some prerecorded cassettes 
throws some TV sets out of sync (Vol. 1 
19:10 p10), EIA's Eb Tingley told us TY 
Committee came to conclusion therenwal 
receiver manufacturers can do; it's” 
tape duplicators & production house 
their act and fall in line with recei 
Receivers, committee reasoned, 
receive standard broadcast signals 
cators are obligated to make produc 
form to broadcast standards. 

Japanese continue to plan for in 
ment in China despite hold China 
plant & technology contracts already is 
ese say they expect financing questic 
Latest is Toho Denki, which says i 
Chinese manufacturing venture. To 
ee ats & know-how for faci % 

million worth of r 5&1 
within 3 years. pet" 


Ad notes: JBL appoints Gr j 
Keye -Donna-Pearistein on $2- 
named 1979 recipient of Americ; 
Beers meDy award... Video Co: 

eo Diy. (tape re poin 
Assoc. for PR. ta 


ee hs en — 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


Ronald Marsiglio advanced at Magnavox from 
audio product mgr. to color TV product mgr., suc 
ceeding William Newell, now special products gen. 
mgr. reporting to Pres. Kenneth Meinken. . . Donald 
Hull leaves GE after 22 years to become pres. of all 
U.S. operations of French appliance producer Mouli- 
nex... Robert Lynch advanced at Radio Shack from vp 
to senior vp, Franchise International, responsible 
for worldwide development of franchise & dealer 
stores; John Paterson, ex-Xerox, joins Tandy Elec- 
tronics, Radio Shack's mfg. unit, as Tandy systems 
design dir., responsible for computer & telephone 
oduct development. 


‘Robert Pfannkuch, Bell & Howell Video Group 
3 and Jack Hudson, corp, gen. counsel & secy., 
ed corp. vps...Noel Brittain, Midland Far East 
opel ations mgr., promoted to vp; Dennis Oyer ad- 
anced to customer service vp.. .Gene Carter pro- 
moted at Apple Computer from dealer mktg. dir, to 


Ken Boyd resigns as Advent R&D dir. to take 
engineering post with Analogic, computer equipment 
maker, .. Tom Carroll, ex-Motorola Auto Products, 
joins Craig as gen. mgr., Original Equipment Diy. 
(car stereo)... Edward Spieler resigns as Sinclair 
national sales mgr. 


Thomas Kohler advanced at Philips Labs to sci- 
entific advisor; George Kenney promoted to Electronic 
& Optical Systems Group dir., succeeding Kohler... 
Robert Boughrum appointed AVX sales vp, John 
Makhijani named mktg. vp, succeeding Donald Thos- 
tenson who resigned as sales & mktg. yp following 
election as dir.; John Horn, ex-Centralab, joins as 
west coast dist. sales mgr...Helmut Belerke ad- 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Companies 


These are latest reports as obtained during past wees, Dass 
indicates jefermalion nol available al press lime, Amounts expresaed 
in dollars Parentheses Genole less. 


ATAT 
1979-year to Feb. 28 
1978-year to Feb. 26 
1979-qtr. to Feb. 28 

1978-qtr- to Feb. 28 


4),716,787,000 
37,167,341 ,000 
10,678, 185,000 

9,659,548, 000 


5 +47,414, 

1636,919, } 
11307218009 115 
1,199,204, 000 1 


50,547,000 
39,946 ,000 
23,345,000 
17,671,000 


3,920,000 
2,687,000" 


1 +632 % 
13833; 0098 


1979-qtr. 
1978-qtr. to Feb. 28 


Gross Telecasting 


1978-year to Dec. 3I 10,254,798 Bro 
1977-year to Dec. 31 8,395,422 —_— 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 3] 3,293,420 

1977-qtr. to Dec. 3) 2,547,369 NAE 
MPO Videotronics * tion 
1979-qtr. to Jan. 6,045,280 105,566 tec! 

-qtr. to Jan. 31 5,216, , 

1978-qtr " o Jan 216,030 133,409: | “24 cont 
Philips NY new 


16,251,800 ,000 
15,508, 300,000 
4,781 ,300,000 
4,608,100,000 


351,800,000 | ._ 

3153500000 19, 
137,300,000 eH RE 
98,000,000 | . f 


a B 
Includes special credit.- At guilder’ = 
9 r's CUrTent rate. 


1978-year to Dec. 3) 
1977-year to Dec. 31 
1978-qtr. to Dec. 3) 
1977-qtr. to Dec. 31 


Notes: 


= 


vanced at PTS Electronics to product R&D adminic_ 
trator. ae 


Prem Rishi, Panasonic Consumer Affs ae |, BP 
asst. gen. mgr., will chair operations semina im oe 


bution. .. TDK is considering setting wu 
capacitor production operation in U.S. 
firm plans. It says exports to U.S. should grow 

33% next year to 20 million pieces pers nth | 
would justify manufacturing here. TDK 
has audio cassette plant in Cal., is inves 
million in video tape facility in Peacht 


Sony is hiking color TV output of U 

50% to 150, 000 aan Sabet 
program due for completion next yea 
half of output will be exported iy. 

Videotapes of Broadway producer 
cable markets will be distributed by 

of America, with production by Thea’ 

Details: Robert Weintraub, 212-729-5300 


Society of Consumer Affairs Professionals by 
conference April 3-5 at Biltmore Hotel, N. ul 
speakers: Sally Browne, EIA; Spencer B 7 wv 
Mattel; James Seeley & Harlan Warner, C r 
- OF 
Sony's first export-assembly operatior E 
planned for Nuevo Laredo, inside Mexico's free 
trade zone, where company will assemblelarsion 1 
audio cassettes. Slated to go on stream by 3 h 
end, facility will ship cassettes to Sony's D 
Ala. tape plant for packaging and worldwi [ 
z t 
r 


New monthly magazine for general publi 
ing video—including TV, cable, VCRs, dis 
puters, etc.—will be premiered by 
cations, publisher of TV Guide, this 
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PHONOGRAPHS « TAPE PRODUCTS . RADIO « COMPONENTS . NEW PRODUCTS . FINANCE 
ae 


STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 

s (total market), from EIA, for week ended March 
to dealers (tote 

sajes [9 = ———— 

a 


16 (11th week of 1979); 
March 1978 % 


March 1979 1978 % 
10-16 week change 3-9 to date todate change 
313,688 345,914 -9.3 314 99) 3,109,248 2,962,510 45.9 
LTVieee 193,832 215,317 -10.0 201.493 1,940,783" 1,899\981 49.4 
Te eek 119,856 130,597 -8.2 419) 798 1,108,465 1,062,599 440.0 
color jyrome «+ = - 711d = 10,552 82,958 _ _ 
ONO Rinse 595,141 768,097 -22.5 587,940 8,099,904 8,496,284 -5,5 
ome lose 336,690 511,845 -34.2 320,070 4°914’410 5,803,189 -15.3 
rota portable «+ 900 ban 158,017 -30.0 108,451 1/517,850 1,674,031 -9,3 
pone eee 225,993 353,828 -36.1 213,619 3,396,560 4,199 158 “17.7 
me FM-AM - - 258,451 256,252 40.9 267.870 3,114,884 2,693,095 415.7 
Enea pe aca moving average: 1979-190, 259*- 1978—187,182 (up 1. 6%), 
Color 
<qqcord for period. 


e terrible post- Christmas 
in April last year. Here are monthly figures for first quarter: 
joldrums in “AP 1979 1978 % change 
— | 23,300 13,567 +72.0 
January s+ 32,881 i as OE 
Fer Ys) 44 700 (est, 27,41 +63. 
-eriga (5 weeks): - a sf 100,911 (est.) 
[st qt ich 2) Sith oiags 


55,936 
; i i ed. Last year, 2nd quarter 
y unlikely high rate of increase can be maintain s 
LS ee eel carter 100;009--4ih quarter 159,370. If 80% increase should continue 
zw sales of hee st year's seasonal sales pattern applied this year, 
all year , or 7 


total would top 725,000. if 
lor TV's seasonal patterns this year, total will be 450,000, It's obviously going 
I llows color 
is SNe in between. 


i lier in Feb. for 4th consecutive month, 
ts to U.S. declined from year ear 
ar Ga 20. 970). Fact that number is almost same as Feb, eee te ere ners 
totaling eee A = may indicate inventory readjustment based on oyerestimat 
below March s . 


380.4 


coming to end. 


creases prob- 
ee EE Te 
Le TS preceding series, 328. 50 for 
ably to be ate CaO Tora -2-hour cassette, VHS cassettes from $20 to as much as $2 
$i6to as high a 


ring that axiom of audio also holds true in video: The higher the prod 
senthe higher the cost. (Details on page 14). 
ape, 


i 8 TV-REBATE FRAUD PLEA: Guy pea SAL ay Lrsbate fraud en : 
ALEXANDER'S COPS TV-RE Alexander's, and Customs! intention oi brsssiciell charg alee 
See esa or package settlement of entire Japanese TV Sean enuou i us athe 
Aa onmestien with Alexander's action show bee Ay Si pe iti pee 
Fath a ean: involved in rebating could approa million in maximum 
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VIDEOCASSETTE PRICES HEADED UPWARD: Fond 
hopes for less expensive blank cassettes and predicted 
$29.95 price point for prerecorded movies may have 
received fatal blow from worsening oil price situation. 
Several videocassette manufacturers are saying that 
growing petroleum-based raw materials prices will 
force 2nd round of increases which won*t be matched 
by savings from quantity production. 


"The gas crisis has hit Japan hard and because 
the videocassettes have been moving so well we don't 
have much inventory to fall back on," said Fuji Mag- 
netic Tape Div. Vp John Dale. "I think you'll see a 
10% increase in videocassette prices by CES time or 
fall at the latest". 3M's Don Rushin concurred: ''The 
raw-materials situation is hurting us as much as it 
hurts the Japanese. We're going to see some sort 
of price increase by fall." 


Other manufacturers say they're committed to 
holding line. Sony's Teri Aoki said: “Our inventories 
are OK right now, even [3-hour] L-750 is in good 
supply, so as far as Sony is concerned—no price in- 
crease."' TDK & BASF said their prices are stable 
for now but will closely reflect market action. 


Price increases may appear in form of fewer 
special sales on videocassettes. Recent ad by Long 
Island, N.Y. store offered TDK & Ampex videocas- 
settes on sale in wholesale quantities, told readers 
"avoid price increases—last time at these prices." 
Fuji's Dale indicated he thought suggested list prices 
probably wouldn't reflect all of increased wholesale 
costs, but that future sales would be made closer to 
list, 


Price increase talk comes when other companies 
are preparing to enter videocassette market. 
Memorex is in "pre-production" stage with VHS tape, 
plans to have it on shelves before end of 2nd quarter, 
expects to be producing Beta tape by year end. 
Maxell is beginning cautious VHS rollout this month, 
wants to have national VHS distribution and begin 
Beta production by fall. 


Big buyers of blank cassettes haven't heard much 
price-jump talk. Magnetic Video Corp. Consumer 
Product Gen. Mgr. Robert Vandergrift said: "The 
Japanese have indicated to us a desire to keep video- 
cassette prices firm for as long as possible. They're 
concerned about the videodisc situation."" Vandergrift 
said that blank tape price increases wouldn't be passed 
on immediately to consumer in form of MVC in- 
creases. Fotomat's Steve Wilson commented: "Our 
volume of sales is increasing so rapidly that we look 
for the price of tape to go down within the next few 
months."" Wilson added that Fotomat pre-recorded 
tape rental program is scheduled to begin in May, 
"contingent upon our signing with a major Hollywood 
studio." 


Videocassette prices actually have been creeping 
up ever since first VCR introductions, despite vast 
increase in production. Sony's original K-60 cassette 
at $16 was replaced by L-500 (with same amount of 
tape) at $17; L-500 now lists at $18, and most of 
Sony's competitors are at $17 or $18 list. Newer 
TDK & Ampex branded Beta tapes are $20. 


VHS cassettes also have been on upward spiral. 
First VHS cassettes, from JVC (T-120), were $20, 


APRIL 2, 1979 


but RCA established new pattern of $25 for same 
cassette, went up to $27 last Aug. JVC increased 
to $25, then to $26. When TDK went into field under 
own name, it priced T-120 at new high of $28. 
Maxell's new T-120 appears to reflect more cost 
pressures at $28.50. Incidentally, Maxell's T-60 
half-length cassettes also are at new high—$20 vs. 
$19 for RCA, $18 for most others. So much for 
canard that "tape prices come down with high pro- 
duction" (which never has held true in audio tape, 
either). 


In other tape developments, manufacturers are 
now pondering possibilities of 6-hour VHS tape. 
Rumor that JVC was marketing T-180 cassettes 
started in N. Y. when some showed up in stores; it 
turns out they were among 30 experimental samples 
stolen from warehouse. Fuji's Dale said: ''The 
technical problems are formidable. The tape has 
to be made much thinner, requiring extremely pre- 
cise alignment between the tape & heads. We might 
have it by the end of the year."’ BASF's Ivan Sieben 
had typical opinion: "Does the consumer want a 6- 
hour tape? If so, we'll make it. But we'll let the 
other companies break their necks on this one." 

ee 


JVC videodisc system demonstration was sched- 
uled for April 10 in N. Y., then canceled or postponed. 
The grooveless capacitance VHD system, first de- 
scribed by Television Digest one year ago (Vol. 18:12 
p14), is one of 2 Japanese systems in intense compe- 
tition—other being Vise system developed by Mat- 
sushita (which owns 51% of JVC). With some modi- 
fications, Vise could be brought into compatibility 
with RCA system, and it's believed Matsushita is 
currently in throes of deciding whether to adopt sys- 
tem compatible with RCA's or espouse new "standard" 
such as VHD or current Visc system. Visc, de- 
monstrated in U.S. at CES last June & Jan., is 
scheduled for another demonstration this week at 
ITA seminar in Hilton Head, S.C. 


Sanyo will produce TV captioning decoders and 
color TVs with built-in decoders to be marketed by 
Sears next year as part of HEW-funded program to 
make TV more useful to deaf viewers (Vol. 19:13 p6). 
Sears spokesman said company expects to about 
break even on decoders, which will run $225-$250, 
but should make profit on 19'' decoder-inclusive color 
sets at about $500. Sears will pay $8 per-unit decoder 
royalty to National Captioning Institute. Sears said 
it has no estimate of 1980 unit sales. 


Programmable video game business in 1978 
didn't live up to early expectations of million-unit 
sales. Industry sources say market in 1978 was 
around 650,000-700,000, predict 1979 will be "flat" 
year. Casualties: Coleco & Fairchild are out of 
programmable business, with $140 Fairchild Chan- 
nel F game on sale in N.Y. for $80. Atari says it 
has inventory of 200,000 programmables; others 
say figure is closer to 400,000. 


Magnavox line showing for internal sales force 
in Phoenix starts April 30, not March 28 as incor- 
rectly indicated here last week. ..Superscope launches 
1980 showings of Marantz, Imperial & Superscope 
lines in N.Y. this week, follows with shows in Chi- 
cago & L.A. 
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AM broadcasters are champ- 
according to responses to 
random sample of 
Lines’ John Heath at 
Results indicate 
nvert to stereo 


AM STEREO FEVER: 
ing at bit to go stereo, 
questionnaire sent by AT&T to 
stations and revealed by Long 
NAB convention seminar in Dallas. 
that nearly 50% of stations plan to co’ 
within year after FCC authorizes system. come ’ 
75% of all AM broadcasters plan to convert, most 0 
them as soon as possible. Broadcasters intend to 
convert to hi-fi AM operation along with stereo. 
Asked about frequency response range desired in 
studio-transmitter links (STL), more than 90 
specified 15 kHz. 

AM broadcasters no longer are buying mono 
equipment, said consultant James Loupas, but are 
acquiring high-quality stereo studio gear in antici- 
pation of switch to stereo. Eleven stations have 
authorization to test one oF more stereo systems, 
said FCC's John Taff. Commission has extended 
deadline for comments on AM stereo for 4th time— 
to May 15, replies June 15. 


Receiver manufacturers said they'd be ready. 
Sprague's Oliver Richards said IC could be designed 
quickly for any system developed, and major goal 
was under-$20 portable. Consultant Jon Grossjon 
said he was already designing hi-fi AM stereo radios 
for clients. Delco’s Bud Votava forecast AM 
stereo would have 30% penetration of car radio mar- 
ket 2-3 years after introduction. 


Discussion became brusque after several in 
audience accused manufacturers of forcing public to 
buy poor radios. Moderator Norm Parker (Motorola) 
replied that he felt if people wanted to buy $10 radios 
with 2-kHz frequency response, they "should have 
the option to buy what they want''—accompanied by 
hoots and cries of "No! No?! from audience. NAB 
engineer Christopher Payne calmed audience by 
urging “labeling system like the NAB [Code] seal,” 
with quality ratings for "type A, Bor C"’ radios so 
public knows what it's buying. 


Consumer Electronics Personals 


Adam Yokoi, Panasonic Product Engineering 
Div. gen. mgr., named vp; other div. gen. mgrs. 
appointed vps: Jeff Berkowitz, Technics & Home 
Audio, Scott Minakami, Industrial Sales... Robert 
Cahill advanced to GTE Consumer Electronics asst. 
controller... John Fortino promoted at Quasar from 
eae mgr. to national ad mgr., 
succe obert Farris, being reassigned to Cana- 
dian subsidiary... Anthony Froio, Seah Solid State 
Diy., joins Sharp Industrial Equipment Diy. as mktg. 
ee earns ner: regponaie for Consumer 

r cuwlator 
on nia ystems, Copier & Cash Reg- 


Victor Campos, ex-AR, appointed E 
Electronics Group member Tania: Aa cenae 
Kelly Mansfield named EIA PR dir... Martin Wolf, 
Vancouver, Wash., elected NARDA pres., replacing 
William Fisher, Rockford, I., who becomes chmn 
succeeding Hardy Rickveil, Worthington, Minn. 


C. Lester Hogan retires Ma 

y 4 as Fairchild 
Camera vi 
bay auc chmn., will continue as dir. & techni- 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Comp 


These are lates! reports a8 oblained during past week Og, 
indicates information aot available al press time. Amownts ex, oa 
ie dollars, Parentheses denote loss ’ td 


Advance Ross 
1978-year to Dec. 3) 
1977-year to Dec. 3) 


35,153,299" 
36,353, 188° 


1 |" 


Tektronix 


1979-40 wk. to March 3] 576,435,000 55.6 i) 
1978-40 wk. to March 4| 439,044,000 Perel | 
1330.16 wk, to March 3| 237,799,000 | 23,162,000) 
1978-16 wk. to March 4 178,345,000 W¥ 


16,651,000. 
Tele-Communications | 
1978-year to Dec. 31), 
1977-year to Dec, 3 


63,632,000 
52,790,000 


Tenna 
1979-year to Jan. 3) 
1978-year to Jan. 3] 


53,452,503 
53,463,530 


Notes: ®rrom continuing operations, bRestated. “Ine a 
special credit. " 
Antitrust suit against GM was filed last : 
Alexandria, Va. by 9 auto hi-fi distributor. 
tailers. Supported by CASA (Vol. 18:37. 
alleges that GM will restrain trade by fact 
ling radios on new X-frame cars, Report 
radio will be standard on all X-cars—Che 
tion, Buick Skylark, Pontiac Phoenix & 0 
Omega: Citation has unique vertical radi 
figuration preventing installation of curr 
custom radios, "Car of the 'B0s" X-car 
subject of $115-million ad campaign by 
At NAB convention, Bud Votava of GM's | 
ceded that about 85% of U.S.-built cars cor 
factory-installed radios. &a 


Home audio taping survey is being 
Copyright Royalty Tribunal, which is: 
bids for research intended to show eco 
do-it-yourself taping has on musie industry Ineo 
Sample questionnaire asks about equipment ow 
frequency & type of material taped, whet 
has cut into purchases of discs & pr 
tapes. Outcome of survey could determi 
levy or tax on recorder & blank-tape sale 
pensate program owners for revenue le 
many has established such a program | 
here moves are being consid 


World Bank will lend $29 million to] 
tute of Electronics Technology to hel Df 
million research program, with rest 
vided by Korean govt, and local manu 
KIET will launch R&D and engineer 
operate training center aimed at bre 
electronics manufacturing base, _ 


7 
—— 
») 


* 


Sony color TV sales goal for U.S, 
700,000, up 17% from last venta 100 
Diego plant is slated to produce 500,0 00. r 
sales goals include 2 million color. (1,9 milli 
1978) and 600,000 VTRs (400,000 in 1978) 
VTR sales target was announced, _ 
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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 
lers (total market), from EIA, for week ended March 23 
sg to deale 


March 1978 % March 1979 1978 
17-28 week change 10-16 to date todate change 
300,426, 292,883 +2.6 313,688 3 409. 74 

Total Wihawroun oy 191,581” 176,038 +8.8 


« 3,255,303 44.7 
193,832 2,132,364" 2/076;019 fo, 

jeapduadit 108,845 116,845 -6.8 119,856 1/277'319 

7,935 


» 1,179,374 48.3 
aa = 7,714 90,893 
642,136 735,615 -12.7 


(12th week of 1979): 


se 8 


J 
Home V 


995,141 8,671,430 9,231,899 6.1 
Aeon ct 499,135 -25.1 336,690 5,988’ 296 6,302,324 -16,4 
qotal Fado 6 513) Pa8 121,803 -14.7 110,697 1,621,842 1° 795° 994 -9.1 
pone) iF conn ne eotags 377,242 -28.5 225,993 3,666,394 4,506,400 -18.6 
we FM-AM .. 268) 888 236,480 +13.5 258,451 3,383,195 2’ 999'575 #15.5 
antiport O00 © 


, 
TV 6-week moving average: 1979-197, 821 
Color 


> 1978-191, 051 (up 3, 5%), 
; eek of year to date and record for Period, 
|———y for period. **Highest w 

| Recor 


a STEM: Matsushita threw another "standard" into video- 
USHITA UNVEILS NEW V-DISC SY last Week with introduction of Visc-O-Pac, 
ok ion of mechanical Visc system it first showed in 1977, Move was obvi- 

& cheaper vers ; itance Selectavision— 
me ertainly signals death knell of VHD 
i i CG: 

itance disc developed by Matsushita subsidiary Jy 

capaci a 


ise "i ive of all videodisc Systems" 
trated, new Visc "'is the least expens 
Discussed but - foe 2 hours on each side of 12" disc, oe to pata Peete ; 
Discuss Ce eee 
shown to date, Beary s First Development Dept. He didn't give prices, cation 
Yer Pesiial cell for $50-$100 under RCA's $400 target. 
that it co 


ich had been given advance notice but no caeoh had no official reaction. 
RCA wo Pac would be studied, "but it won't slow down our 
man told us 


Selectavision timetable," 
Sissel yb ao ie aig Vota 
have eth that opinion was belief expressed at meeting that disc g 
aa od to VCR sales growth. 


Spokes - 


software-dominated meeting. 
dded needed idol oplounes aia TERE 8 new ata before upcoming 
YOR a bere -oW product, marketers were oath fo dasiss ne Een 
oe Satie. " yagnayen Vp 00d, llsnfted prodene aeons and short (80-day) sales period 
es meetings, ion waalzood Mel sidetallatacemaacyt 

Ser wie cae conclusions, (For ITA meeting d ee _ Pe Speed starts 

| mation | cate 5° 
“we Vise uses variable-speed TO oats aaa moves om ott cen pale 
tal une idea to double Magnet oaee ate ng dive baton ale Stes Ntar Ce 
used same idea ackaging—plastic frame holding dis isc-O-Pac. can see disc, 
aad ie deudedin bee sleeve. Consumer handles Visc-O-Pa loam ta eae 
cover is 


Ge eee 
e. _ po ms -- By) lan leng en. O- 
play time to shrink size of player rather than lengthen pro= 
: e extended play time to s ar capacity iv alaca tGNheseee < 
cae SRoaeaTS ae 9" discs with up to 2-1/2-hour capacity, our or 


wn Se 
——— SS 
~ = = 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


Don Lombardi promoted from Pioneer America 
eastern regional sales mgr. to new post of Centrex 
national sales mgr... Mort Gleberman resigns as 
Superscope product planning & development vp... 
Milton Garret elected Tenna pres., assumes duties 
of chief exec. officer from Chmn. Harvey Ludwig; 
Gregory Stodnick moves from finance yp to exec. vp 
& chief financial officer. .. Alfred Griffin named to 
new post of Radio Shack engineering dir. 


Ted Takahashi, ex-Panasonic, appointed treas. 
of Panasonic West, formerly Newcraft Div. of Tel- 
cor, 12-state distribution organization acquired by 
Panasonic April 4; Seth Waller, Panasonic vp-secy. 
& gen. counsel, adds post as PW secy. .. Roger 
Gerard, ex-Fairchild, appointed Atari administra- 
tion yp...Cass Vanini, ex-dbx, named Bozak sales 
& mktg. vp...Allan Evelyn, ex-Bose, named dbx 
consumer product mktg. & sales dir... Bernard 

Bishop promoted at GTE Telecommunications Systems 
_ to mkt. planning & development dir. 


Henry Kressel promoted to RCA solid-state 
logy staff vp, responsible for IC research at 
eton and Solid State Technology Center at 

e, N.J...Gunnar Hurtig, ex-Fairchild 


estern regional sales mgr.; Jack Matts, ex-Intel, 

us new product mktg. mgr. post... Wiliam Dumke 
retires after 32 years as Switchcraft engineering & 

é duction vp... John Rollison advanced to PTS west 

‘coast regional vp. 


John Couch promoted to new post of Apple s 
a oft- 
evp; Greg Smith, ex-Control Data, aprolstad 


miktg dir... Joe Sugarman, JS&A 
Direct Marketer of the Year by Direct Marketing 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics 


These are latest feporis as obtained doting past week 
indicates (nfermation not available af press lime, Acounts i 
in dollars, Parentheses denole loss. 


Company & Period 


Corning Glass Works 
1979-12 wk. to March 26 
1978-12 wk. to March 26 


Kansas State Network 


330,124,000 
279,899,000 


1979-6 mo. to Feb, 28 9,830,000 

1978-6 mo. to Feb. 28 8,17) ,000 

1979-qtr. to Feb. 28 4,693,000 

1978-gtr. to Feb. 28 3,900 ,000 

MGM Al 
1979-6 mo. to Feb. 28 | 254,662,000 

1978-6 mo. to Feb. 28|  167,128,0000 

1979-qtr. to Feb. 28 111,267,000° 

1978-qtr. to Feb. 28 92,606,000” 
Movielab = 
1978-year to Dec. 30 29 ,370,80) 

1977-year to Dec. 3) 27.577 746 


8,027 ,285 
6,802,867 


1978-qtr. to Dec. 30 
1977-qtr. to Dec. 3) 


A.C. Nielsen 
1979-6 mo. to Feb. 
1978-6 mo. to Feb. 
1979-qtr. to Feb. 
1978-qtr. to Feb. 


Outlet Co. 

1979-year to Jan. 3) 
1978-year to Jan. 3) 
1979-qtr. to Jan. 31 
1978-gtr. to Jan. 37 


| Superscope 
1978-year to Dec. 3] 
1977-year to Dec. 3) 


187 544,000 
152,826,000 
96,774,000 
78,249,000 


307 096 ,000° 
247,561,000 

107,387,000 
107,331 ,000 


as. of. ae noe) en. a ee oe ee ee ee | 


1978-gtr. to Dec. 3) 

1977-qtr. to Dec. 31 

Telecor 

1979-9 mo. to Feb. 28 101,516,000. 
1978-9 mo. to Feb. 28 92,877,000 


1979-qtr. to Feb. 28 
1978-qtr. to Feb. 28 


United Cable TV 

1979-9 mo. to Feb. 28 
1978-9 mo. to Feb. 28 
1979-qtr. to Feb. 28 
1978-gtr. to Feb. 28 


Wel 1s-Gardner 
1978-year to Dec. 3) 
1977~year to Dec. 


tes: “Incl 
Restated. 


Obituary 


ydes special credit. °F of 
Record. ‘After special | 


Benjamin Bauer, 65, who ri 
vp-gen. mgr. of CBS Technology ¢ 
31 of heart attack in Stamford, | 
audio sslentiat he was involyed 
recor techno for € 
in 1957 from sere ‘ 
search & development in stereo | 
tape recording and stereo br. 
more than 75 patents, includin 
directional microphone. He's 
sons. . 


Canon moves into nove 
pair of FM-AM clock-calenda 
hand-held, $150 for desktop, 


ET 
a 


af Attn 
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cates » TV + PHONOGRAPHS « TAPE PRODUCTS + RADIO. COMPONENTS. NEW PRODUCTS 5 yanee 
TURING & = 
yanuFAl 


STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


gales 10 —— farch 1978 % March jt tr. 
24-30 week change 17.93 q lstqtr, 4% 


change 

380,368, 352,194 48.0 300,426 3 foggay 607,587 45.4 

jrotal TV’ ***""*  997,806% 211,783 47.6 101°5ay 2,360,170** 9/987’ ao 43.2 

A HBRIO OT 152,562" 140,411 48.7 108/845 1 4ag'ans 1,319,785 48°3 

monochrome 8,453 _ = 7,935 99,3467" 5 : 6 +17, 6 

ame VOR sia: 725,331 1,180,542 -38.6 6427136 ‘ 
| ohn to O © 


93 
9,396,761 10,412" 441 
alragyriabie . 456,585 905,126 -49.6 373/825 5 n44'gon 7,207,450 -20°3 
ne, Les .. 101,079 378,008 vise sonteae 
aa Aat 355,508 526,118 32.4 269;83g)1 4) ont nog igipia ete 
FM &FM-AN- 563/746 275)416  s2.4 agg qiuiiaieel venga aud 


3,651,941 3, 204' 991 
lor TY B-week moving AYerag OF) 1079 205; S30 ea ioe = Ineaee nina 
ee of year to date. **Record for period. 


***Highest week of year and record 
| *Highest we 
for period. 


G TIME UPPED TO 5 HOURS: New chapter in VCR Tecording-time saga un- 

BETA RECORDING © as 4-1/2-hour Beta recorders are upgraded to hours before ara 

reels today is _thanks to new longer -playing L-830 cassette, Toshiba was first to announce 

even we ystem'~combination of L-830 cassette and new dual-speed programmable re- 

#5 -hour : 

corder. cette has about 10. 7% more tape then L-750, will record for 3.3 hours at standard 
L-$30 cass sara ane Waenee 0 Slower than X2, which will be introduced on new models 

x2 speed and 9 Toshiba and,\ presumably, Sears & Zenith, With 1-750 cassette, new Speed 

by Sanyo, ST haere recording. There have been informal indications from both Sanyo & Sony 

provides ae at subject to change —that their new machines will be identified as '4-1/9- 

both presume", 

hour"’ units. 


, intends to make capital out of 1/2-hour recording time advant: 
Although ro Baie : well as one-hour advantage over VHS), it's evident that ee 

Sera L -830 when it comes on market, In fact, Toshiba's L-830 cassette is believed 

recorder can vee », which has manufactured all previous OFM Beta tapes. Toshiba says new 

to be made by * oa ‘about 12% above its L-750 cassette (now $20.95), so it should list at about 

tape will be pies ‘model numbers refer to number of feet of tape in cassette, ) New deck, 

$23, 50. \Be Be ie achedtled for sale this summer, will list for about $1, 400, It may be pro- 

a 5 tei 3 different shows up to week in advance, has freeze-frame, visual fast- 

ferdt reverse picture search.” 


vith Feb, imports totaling 34, 127 (up 32, 5%), Color camera imports appea 


' monochrome—in Feb,, 7, 606 color cameras arrived (up some 556%), along: 


APRIL 
1O—TELEVISION DIGEST 16, 19, 
" significant market facto 
then, Koreans weren't Sig r 
Wt asats But while ITC figures understate imports by 80 


surge in shipments from Korea. 
& Taiwan-made sets, they do show what happened js 


their importers didn't get questionnaires. 
430,000 through exclusion of many Korean 


traditional independent importers last year. 
hiked prices 3 times last year, those increagag 
ita ex 


ile Japs e importers generally ser ta ex | 

cence Re averagerpice com (a ee 9984 ga 
* eave quarterly average prices of 19'' imports te An oT, 

$308 .93-$959. 79 in 1977: in 16"'-17" range was $264. 61 Bernt against $201. Cea He 
and in 13" was $235, 65-$278.81 vs. $237. 86-$269. 32 in iAtG 8) , age price of 

imports was significantly higher than domestic sets (Vol. 19:9 P an 
; its for 1978 as derived from sures along uu 
Table below shows color TV sales rest U.S. factory figures from ITC include. 


i ison. 
EIA production-plus-import totals for compar ; : 
BhYaeets of both U.S.-made & imported sets, Sharp difference between U.S. factory & ims 


le to fact that importers handle virtually no consoles: 


porter pricing is traceab 
Units % Value % Average 
(000) change (000) change Value 
690 412.4 $341. 06 
.S. Factory... 1978 8,217 415.4 $2,802, 
ee ees 1977 7,122 2,493, 388 350.11 
satehehete 1978 1,771 -21.8 523,777 -24.7 295. 76 
Importer fecn 2’ 266 695,566 306/06 
TUG sTOtale snes 1978 9,988 +6,4 3,326,467 44,3 333.03 
1977 9,388 3,188,954 339, 70 
BJA Totaly. 27. is. 1978 10,674 414.2 3,736,000 +14.3 350. OL 
1977 9,341 3, 269, 000 349.96 
Video Duplication Inc., L. A. tape duplicator, Personal computers will get heavy oc cr ning. a 
will be acquired for about $2,640,000 in stock by seminar coverage at Electro 79 (IEEE Show) jn We 
DSI Corp., Nashville, parent of U.S. Datacorp April 24-26. Morning session on marketing 
(computer output microfilm). Agreement in principle feature Lew Kornfeld, Radio Shack; Gene ¢. 
calls for exchange of all VDI stock for 440, 000 DSI Apple Computer; Elliott Greene, Gonipates 


common shares (recent bid, $6). DSI Pres. Richard analyst Ben Rosen. Afternoon session on cor 
McCall said VDI will continue operation under current uses includes Phil Roybal, Apple; Tho 
management and its services will be marketed through Bell Labs; Robert Berkovitz, AR; Dan 
Datacorp's 41 service centers. Privately owned VDI Personal Software; Steve Storman, N 
reported unaudited revenues of $2, 354, 000 and pre- Max Ule. Special session on worldwid 
‘tax earnings of $272,000 for 6 months to Feb. 28, and opportunities, also April 24, will bec 
idited pre-tax earnings of $120,000 on $2, 471,000 Texas Instruments Pres. J. Fred Bucy. 
ues for fiscal year to Aug. 31, 1978...Allied are invited to enter MPU-controlled r 
rtists Video, like its parent Allied Artists Pictures, ‘''Micro-Mouse Maze"' races, and ideas o 
filed for bankruptcy under Chapter XI. Spokes- in international MPU product concept cont 
L d video firm was profitable. on view. i 


ar radio antitrust trial date in CASA's suit IHF has agreed to explore a 
ast GM (Vol. 19;14 p16) has been set for May 14 Consumer Electronics Group's Audio 
Federal Court Judge Oren Lewis, Alexandria, Va, board yoted to let Pres. Jerry Kaloy, 
ision on preliminary injunction to force GM to discussions with EIA under 3 conditions: Fo: 
make radios optional on new X-cars is expected agreement must permit IHF to retain name, } 
S00n, During opening arguments, GM said it was staff for one year, control of audio eo 
phasing in AM radios as standard equipment to re - ards. Recent EIA-CEG success in rec) 
main competitive with foreign car manufacturers, manufacturers for Audio Diy. (Vol. 19: 
Chevrolet Diy. Gen. Mgr. Robert Lund testified that prompted action, IHF board member told 
more Bans, paix cars have been shipped to deal - a. 
ers, an y of April 19 introduction date would Kloss Video's Novabeam projection 1 
ction TY 
cost GM more than any damage to radio distributors. 19:5 p9) will have 6, 6-ft, pe v9 


IIT will make Trinitron color tubes in its Ger- Denon trated In Bortoniaesal tas 
ee peat for Sony's U.K.-made TV sets. Company Meio Se eee aaa . 
comes first other than Sony to make Trinitrons. Tee eatin tal 


First production will be of 60, 000 21" tubes. S2}s00 as Kloss Video's plantitn Gi seed " 
m Advent, 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 
goth Wil a P ins RCA in 
th Willenson, &X- Films Inc., J0 in 
new eee staff post of Selectavision videodis¢ baie 
film programs dir., responsible for SA aeae 
censing, reporting to Exec. VP Herbert Ech ee 
James Williams, ex- International Harvester, Mi me 
personnel dir., Sharp Mfg., firm formed Pol detest 
Sharp's Memphis plant, .. Tony Garcia named 4 
N.Y. parts & accessories dir. 
asonic, joins Sharp as TV 
mktg. service mgr. - Robert Wold, ax MOE 
named Craig product development dir...W nae 
Gattis joins Radlo Shack Computer Div. Sek 7m 
tional products mer. - _Roy Martin appointe Pr 


M ng 
Computer software applications mgr. - + *\ : 
sieanted at PTS from national sales mgr- to mktg. VPp- 


Timothy Huber, ex-Gillette, appointed Mattel 
Electronics mktg. dir... Michael Hyde, ‘ex-Dynascan, 
joins Melco Sales as Mitsubishi car audio national 
sales mgr., succeeding Larry Scott, who takes same 
title with Alpine Electronics, recently formed U.S. 
subsidiary of Japan's Alps... Dan Cagle, ex-Craig, 
now Kraco Frontier Div. gen. mgr.- .7T, Adachi, 
pres. of Japanese trading firm Sunrise House, aS~- 
sumes same duties with U.S. subsidiary Roadster. 
-succeeding Sid Gordon. resigned. ..Mike Golacinski. 
ex-Capitol, named Maxell mktg. & sales field co- 
ordinator... Larry Wizenberg resigns as Lafayette 
senior product mgr. 


Ronald Whigham promoted at Westinghouse Com- 
ponents to gen. mgr., succeeding Harry Murray, 
now pension investments & investor relations vp... 
Richard Evans advanced at 3M Electronic Products 
to European product mgr... Hiroe Osafune, NEC 
Electron Device Group vp, named chmn.-pres. of 
new U.S. components marketing subsidiary, NEC 
Electron; Jason Stewart is chief operating officer... 
Robert Novis promoted at Motorola Semiconductor to 
Asia Pacific strategic mktg. mgr., succeeding Steve 
Co, now gen. mgr. of Hong Kong test facility. 


Irwin (Skip) Tarr, Matsushita America vp & ITA 
chmn,, named ITA Man of Year... Lillian Janik re- 
joins EIA Consumer Electronics Group as adminis- 
trative asst. for CES... Ernest Welling promoted at 
Maclean-Hunter Publications to editor, Canadian 
Electronics Engineering. 


RCA RESULTS: RCA reported record sales & earn- 
ings in first quarter (see financial table), said color 
es were record for period, and market share & 
nings for color improved. Color tube plants in 
-5., Brazil, Canada & Mexico operated at capacity, 
had higher earnings. Net was down for Records & 
Solid State Divs. 


Magnavox dropped back into red last year des- 
pite 16.5% sales gain and increased share of portable- 
table color TV market, as shown by figures in annual 
report of parent North American Philips. NAP 
blamed performance on combination of factors in- 
cluding higher costs, severe price competition and 

market shift to lower-priced units. Report gives 
first 5-year breakout for consumer electronics, vir- 
tually all Magnavox, shows business segment was 


Charles King, ex-Pan 


These ave latest feporls a8 obtained dwing past weet. Dow 
indicates information nol available al press lime, Amounts exp: 
in dollars. Payentneses denole loss ented 


APF Electronics 


1978-year to Dec. 31 30,997 ,286 116,677. 
1977-year to Dec. i 33,489,899 (1,391 2346) 
CBS 

1979-qtr. to March 3) 828 ,300 ,000 17,800 , 
j978-qtr. to March 31 744,200,000 33'B00'ORD. 
GE 

1979-qtr. to March 3) | 5,081,600,000 | 303,400 i 
1978-qtr. to March 31 | 4,443,400,000 Rt | 
Genera) Instrument 

1979-year to Feb. 28 550,648 ,002 

1978-year to Feb. 28 502,848,173 

1979-qtr. to Feb. 28 153,465,902 

1978-qtr. to Feb. 28 124,657,781 


Multimedia 
1979-qtr, to March 3) 
1978-qtr. to March a} 


North American Philips 
1979-qtr. to March 31 
1978-qtr. to March 31 


Owens-11linols 
1979-qtr. to March 3} 
1978-qtr. to March 31 


Raytheon 
1979-qtr. to April | 
1978-qtr. to April 2 


RCA 
1979-qtr. to March 3) 
1978-qtr, to March 31 


Walt Disney Productions 


26,988,279 
23,056,774 


546,129,000 
464 ,036 ,000 


816,599,000 
696 ,469 ,000 


697 698,000 
769,426,000 


1,799,900 ,000 
1,504,000 ,000 


1979-6 mo. to March 31 341 ,357 ,000 
1978-6 mo, to March 31| 307,026,000. 
1979-qtr. to March 3) 186,685 ,000 
1978-qtr. to March 31 169,920,000 


Notes: "Record. includes special credit. E 


turned to money maker from moneyiloe r in 19) 

Here are totals (in millions): ihe 

1978 1077 1976 1075 

Sales .. $379.2 $323.6 $303.5 $3 
Oper. 

net... ($2.1) $7.2 $19.3 


* Magnavox included from Oct. 1. 


In audio, Magnavox increased sha 
market, held level in compact stere 
share in consoles. Report notes | 
launched consolidation & autom: 
Tenn. production facilities. 1 
electronic & electrical compo : 
year to $443.9 million, operating 
to $74.2 million. 


Lloyd's said inability to raise p 
rising costs and failure of suppliers 
ies on time resulted in loss 
final quarter to March 31 and 
$18 million. For year, com; 
$2. 8-$3-million loss, with s: 
$108 million, 


yo 
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caus + TV * PHONOGRAPHS » TAPE PRODUCTS = RADIO . cous 
« 5 SALES 


sag rc TURIN ONENTS NEW PRODUCTS , Finance 
-—— STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 
to dealers (total market), from BIA, for week ended A, 
sales 


March 31- 1978 % March 
April 6 week change 94-9 1079 Al 
_. 245,041 253,698 3.4 gap Sate change 
realy et ees 151,561 165,363 -8.3 "aoe 47025, 08 - 


3.3 

2 » 861 

col > oe. «(98,480 88,335 45.8 152" 809 tee 21453" 160 sae 
jonochrO 5, O57 - — : 1, ; 
ey ado ere eas SAE = . : ‘ x 2,334 1 = 
rine ove -- 705799 eeveae ao, 490/805. eon png mted sobs 
AMcooly= + => SV aelnaameaTee rene 1,818;5693 2’ 315’ Gon 22" 
Semisbi: 390085 220285 lea Se ene ann gg gl ca 
ee eee 239, 7 85,560 -9.7 268,748 3/891’ gag wae 2011 
<a Color TV 5-week moving average: 1979-193, 255*. 1978—188 779 (up 2.4%) ee 

ipecord for period _ = 
ann SPEED FOR 6 HOURS: "Anything you can do I can do better. 

1 aun to Beta VCR group, if you equate "more™ with "better mt Seems to be 

qatsushi'e = : 


~ this week of new 3rd & slowest Beta speed itd Even before forma] 
3 ction this week of new peed, permitting 4-1/2 oy 

nr cassette (Vol. 19:16 pT), we've learned entire line of Mateushitacmansssree® 

Sel add slow speed, increasing recording time to 6 hours on current ''4-hoyp Se 
Ch Led Loran ‘ é ‘ t ; 

s increase in playing time doesn't depend on long 

Te a jnake appearance this year. That new tape 
a per cassette. Sony's longer recording time is 


~aWaited thinner tape, which stil] 
now will expand yHs recording fina to 


result of slower Speed plus thinner tape 
+c expected to make first announcement of new ed 
2cA is expected to make first a €ed at distributor ¢ 

7 Re month just as it had first crack at Matsushita's programmable voRsa oe 
vase year (Vol. 18:20 p7, 18:21 p6), despite fact that Matsushita subsidiary Panasonic will 
raise its other new products next week, Neither RCA nor Panasonic would comment on 
situation last week. 


4 


yew speed will be added throughout line as models ¢ €, from low-end cally- 
eo en with simple on-off timer to portables & programmables, Nawmecd eR 
was developed to extend utility of programmer (as well as to confound Beta group). First 3- 
speed VHS decks are expected to be available in Oct. Change will result in general price in- 
crease for Matsushita~-made VCRs. Matsushita is charging 1,800-yen premium (a little over 
¢) for addition of new speed, which involves mechanical & electronic changes, 

Like Beta group's '"X3"' speed, new extended-play (EP) on VHS is 1/3 slower than current 
siovest speed. All VHS speeds are slower than comparable Beta speeds; tape moves at 0,44 
ips at VHS EP speed vs, 0,53 at Beta X3 (see tape economy table, p. 10). It's believed new 
simal-processing circuits in both models will be used to minimize picture degradation, Sound 
qality, marginal at best in previous slow speeds (LP & X2), could’well be limiting factor in 
uy attempts to reduce speed further by slowing down tape movement—unless completely new 
method of sound recording is used (for example, helical rather than longitudinal), 


Matsushita 


lans to follow what it hopes will be no-obsolescence approach to new speed— 


all new sets to have all 3 speeds for maximum compatibility of old & new models. Beta group 
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Se 
a umer Electronics Personals | 
ons ioe 
60) ex-Sharp, ‘one- time RCA 
Ne A ree. & chief exec., | 
ah ey operations. Po 
inter rague since May 1977 d spa 
ROW vp of Nationa - 
rague. .. Philip Wolf shifts at Syl- 
ed miectronic Components Gro Ne: conti rol 
anil title with Entertainment Prox et G 
or (0 sane mann advanced at Sennhels 
ae to pres. + -P. 
. (ICP audio products), 1 new 
take over U.S, marh oti at cane 


, eee. joins | Mldtand nt ena 
Ses orp. miktg. vp. ««GEY: S GRa 
Care, ., Joins Sanyo as radio & a 
inport CO ngr. .. Timothy Holl pron 
nationn frnational engineering & de 
ae James Guthrie named Sony Ind 
7 eer Ng VP al AU Audio Div, technical field 
lie Conti, ex-Olivetti, -appointe d | 
ai Fs Mercury Time) Communicatic 
cto sales dir.; Gerry Barnatone named §) 
ales en Magnay ox, nantedl HOt ., EIA Con 
ectronics Group Indus 
a. succeeding Frank McCann, RCA 


a Eas 


named CES Advisory Committee chmn,, re= 


ey Norman Robinson, Lloyd's, 
pl 


Ciinton Hartman, CTS chmn., ¢ adds post of pres., 


esignation of Norman 1 Weld on owe eine 
agape Joseph Digirol = 
saned chief operating officer; Robe 
‘from group Vp to exec. Vp... de : 
American Components Group ¢ at 
nsibility for Cannon connecto do Seri 
operations. . . Dan Newton advance d 
ve conductors to RF device ceeratia 
to a ointed power operatio 
ae mantles of Robert Debate ; 
as chief operations mer. R.A. B ‘ 
mgt. of new SBE business radio div 


96c SOCKS IT TO FANON: sr t won't bail 

nae rers who make bad mar " sio 

FCC flatly rejected Fanon/Courie Fenians 

month extension of Dec. ty 1788 an Ge l 

po -MHz walkie talkies, Verdict apparently 

Bray Fa ; 500-unit, $508, 000 
a 


100,18 stuck with 48,50 
FCC noted it ordered shift o 
munfeatior lc to 49 MHz in 
ut-off for 27-MHz, un ike 
a, 19 8 date at request of mie who! 
t ey needed Christmas ar 
Pointing out that all of F 


~change notice - nt guat ‘ 
dvance"” of fcr ts, so "their decision 
t tale { these units: mu st be cons true ad | AS 


8 didn't work out," 
es ear unfair to comp: 


agency,” FC © said 


quldated their inv 
Hi ns abc out "the he credibility o ie) thi 5 age! 
tint 


~~ Ormys, 
PUBLISHED 


1 
OPYrighe | 1979) ’ 
| : ; Vision Di, 

‘NY form, wit! | | 


se 
AMF AS 


tine Re, yee 
EDITO) UAL | 


tories by eacingy raise ques whl 


ZE INITH i NE’ oT JUN LPB: 7 
on 11% j ale; (Soe 


x iia in (ge MNANCIAL tah) Ree = 
cost of sale. ‘ose 8, 95 { 2 = 

< i y OO Sy 7 abe 

In Sales, ad & ad mint. a nel 4 
a r ‘ -" SLPALIV, ALDGCnRA. 

6/0, at $20. % million 


fet «. 

Sylvania Nad higher c Tr 

to Buller from inten: oric he ued 
Said in Announcing fir. 


i *))) 
Sale PS in Jol a8@ Was primar t : 
7 $120.4 million ror rted fo) 7 
ty onics Uni 134. 000 ’ Heniact 
™ million h Dro! in Sam: fe 
ma “inky to drop Ry } aly . 
Rockwell 2nd -~quari 
out of TV may | che: } } ‘ing jj 
clude: 310, l-m' Lion preser ’ 
of | =IT ‘lon it; g ey 
mated co; it Dt Gropping Admira' : 
offset by: millio J ‘rom Admira! } 
busines: whieh 1} dein Old to ita ° Liles 


North American Philing ro le 
include $1, 54-millionr 7 ' 


J iin on if 
Magnavox of Mexic. 


E.F Johngon attributed a! ir 
quarts rT net to Ui A! ces! n 
U-channel CR TAGIO: *) vial 
Said Mquidation il " 

Coleco blamed video it} 
1978 LOSS, malG it Carried $15.m | 1 invent 
at high interes uch of i 
returns, was forced i LO ft an 
celerated ci Dreciation on Rame -related 

Allied Arti, te Changed |! " ‘ i ini 
ruptcy petition for it 


unit aiter determining 
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D CTS « 1 
pouers: = Tak hs COMPONENTS NEW PRopU 
PRODUCTS: 


ih r Ww ln | . 
| /eek “oat ‘PTH 20 (16th week q 1879 
| ‘Aprile: Janeen c of 1979) 
i ait: lange 1-13 { rae 1978 % | 
243, 523° 2¢ a te Ome 237, 17 7 ; ‘O date Chang 
Wr ; ie SN 75 4,515.7 at mange 
ae hyseatine : 146,166 1 00" -12.9 146, 88¢ 34 2 uy 3B is 4,349,185 44 | 
Pahoa BGs 3 pene sU +20.1 90,291 it ,T11 1,000 Ft 14,773 
4,794 eee 4 = 5,190 =m 2,014. 419. | 
eos 581, 279 601,472 -3.4 563,694 44 
u 285) 267 = 16.5 332, 955 10,4 | 
ens tant i : 9" OY ae 99,878 2. 2,015, 58 9 20.2 
AME -250°768 4-141 gma a goss aoe aa 
San gern > 296, O12 ee? +14.0 230,739 aes ane ara 
9 420,91 in 4 
+ 1979=172, 2, 800; 1978-174, 858 (down 1.2% | 
ans,'| commented vetanean aay arket r Jul We're not sure 


a ‘= which show 11% decline from last t year in Aj wing 2 ca enact 
Cc ‘utive month] 
T color TV sales for month totaled about 620, 6 500, « ag 


Te: inst 1 Te ecord 66 ' 


month's 4 weeks showing decline, Month was cer ‘inly no dis; ie itt 1B, with 
aps with 1978 month, whic set - record for ani ales rate } in any sullen on ; ; ‘ 
Last month was 2nd best Apri in history and sales r. ‘an ; at ] , able annua al TI mS mil- 


Beriian: At some 389, 000 sets, b& Wy sales WwW e up 1 1 5% from ] last y aa 
Home VCR sales showed first sig 5 0 sl U mp in April, after | 78% 0 gain over 1978 
qui rter. April saw sales of es , 000, G p of 21 6h from las st r ye ar's 7. 221 
model changes could explain at lez st part of drop. get 

March & first quaxter color i mports h eld Ven with year -earlier results, meanwhile 
peer climb in shipments of chassis & iset steep drop in complete sets. Also off 

; ply in month were monochro me set imports, (Details on p 11). “ 
* og 


dur} ing mo nth 


in first 


First place in color & monochrome sales was claimed for RCA in first quarter at last 
week's stockholder meeting by Pres, Ed on basis of "highly reliable information 
Presumably, he was referring to an indu survey which shoy ed RCA d 20 2 share of 
0 or retail market to Zenith's 19 7, 15% b&w mar cet to Zenith 3 14.8 ( in first-quarter 1978 
Zenith led 21.5% to 18.1% in color ye 5% to 16.2 % in monochrome). Zenith indicated survey 
; ded was "subject to major aberrations on a quarter -to-quarte: basis.’ We reported in Marck 
hat RCA passed Zenith in overa ‘consumer electronics dollar volume last year (Vol. 19:11 p9) 
Zenith took unit sales lead from 1 RCA in monochrome in 1963, in color in 1973 


OMPACT SUES TREASURY ON TV DUMPING; If J 
over Treasury's handling of ° 7 dint xr case, they’ 
them to it, Union-industry group COMPACT, toget 
pa week ‘sued Treasury & Cus oms officials to force collection c 
evied on imported Japanese | T Vs, and to clear up backlog of unliquidate entries. 


r duties lread' 


bobt Le + ORG 


* FINANCE ied 


‘AL: First major no tionw vide 
BR eae got under ay recently 
tion of bimonthly progra m guide 
af America's VidAmerica rental 
), which will use Te ub pattern 


rsluip ot ee puri 
4 spect ts aaa announced (Vol. 19: 18 pT). 
00 


g rent for $10- -$14 by mail for 7. 
ged to credit card c Hs 

embers who pay $ 
by meme is handled by Pig 

Lath inary, with unique ayaa 

which 1s pre-stamped & addressed to 
in for return by mail (member! s addr 

dA er which is removed Hes access 


ette 
pss be char 


e@ ntine Oe Oh C sy 
rey Summer Heat." Pricedia 
\  & "Rider on the Rain," along 1 
ia ening in Paris," orig 
der movies, children's pro 
o&$ll. Firstc 
, lists "Last Tango in | Paris," 
nt L "The Graduate" as cor D 
papi 2, along with "Carnal Knowle 
a market but are available for pu cha 
siagne netic avide Corp. 


tion includes ¢ club memb er shi 
pa isa top attractions oo a imc 
ther programs a month 
‘ trailer tape 
ies will be eS: 
I at 
1 will supply both Be ‘VHS 
' (Seta official said both 4-hour VHS 
al formats were being tested fo ‘use with p pre- 
recorded cassettes in ERO: 5 


ony dealers also are being 

sn 8/T Videocassette D oe 
VCA subsidiary, along w h ad 
m, displays, etc. Film-te 

ce averages about $50 pe 2} sal 
provides dealer 30% p ps9 


air o eitetes Te Ree orts 
pri e-brand cassette recorde mak 
slipped d 21% last year 0 $27 2 millio 


son r metal tape w will g zo on Japanese market 
10. Fi t cassette ar e ba pla ny ying r time 
for 


1€ se thar 


Fair cane cl n a 
by Gould, Richieaysa Ww ee 14 { per si hare for 
45% interest, offer So si nee k for rest, bring ring 
ction value to about $300 million. 
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a me ionthiy |) 
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et officially soucht at 
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a — 


; nt 
[aven| reparts af obiained dering P 


jlable af press tine Ameyals eupresied 


kK fa k Period I Revenues Nel Lumet 


Ee — 
Act mi hv 485.0 675,000 
19 gtr march m Se AER AD) £99 ,00) 
. March 31 P2353, j 
) qtr - 
EL Industrie ; 60,041,510 1,997,915 
19 ye t 4 54 £n209.59 1,776,568 
. to Fe 4 re Pena : > 4 3 

19 to Fed. 24 | eee ASS 51,243 | -29, 
1979-qtr. to : oA 1é £ 10% 95,075 30 
197 itr. ¢t e < 
r nternational a > 39t7 00 90 
"1979-atr to March J) 31,700,000 af ano aa 

}- ~ - 
1o7R-otr. to March 2! 6,6 0 
Bower Instrument | 08 

-—§ so. to March / ~ O4 
1978-6 mo. to March 3] 474.000 05 
19 r. to March 3] 14.000 | .02 
197&qtr. to March 2 s* 

. b 
Electrohome 923, 000°] .30 
= aT) 25,0 923, : 

979-atr. to March J 9, Be VN so anne 


Esquire Radio & Electronics ae 
1979-gtr. to March 31 | 4,839,] 
1978-gtr. to March 3) | ,633,4 


118,623 | .25 
256,874 | -42 


Fi loways 


= . ah 7.842.000 
1979-year to Feb. 28 ) 153,412,000 7 \EAe, 
197e-yerr to Fed. 28 140,566,000 3,524,000 
1979-gtr. to Fed. 28 a7 685,09 eye 
1978-gtr. to Feb. 25 ! 37,275,000 | . | 

Grey Advertising “s ‘ 
197-atr. to March 31 | 17,791,000 | 592,000 
1978-gtr. to March 3) 16,155,000 167,000 


Harvey Group 
1979-53 wk. to Fed. 3 
1978-52 wk. to Jan. 28 


| Interpeablic Group 


51,340,080°] 1,399,502) 


47.276,241° 


gtr, to March 3) 72,989,000 1,234,000 
coat Ae 63,917,000 2,392,000 
2,353, 000,000 86 ,500 ,000 
2, 182,800,000 ) 82,800 ,000 
; 43,611,000 797 ,000 
; tr. to March 3) 38,875 ,000 1,776,000 
alin 
7e-9tr. to March J) 28,268,000 (310,000) 
gtr. to March 3) 25,361 ,000 664,000 
979-9 mo. to March 31 5,131,493 293,944 
1978-9 mo. to March 3) 2,512,329 (93,074) 
979-qtr. to March 31 1,774,224 102,194 
1978-qtr. to March 31 1,163,945 41,183 
WA-Colusbia Cablevision 
1979-6 m. to March 3) 18,687 ,000 2,020,000 
1978-6 mo. te March 3) 13,964,000 1,549,000 
1979-qtr. to March 3) $,852,000 1,034,000 
1978-qtr. to March 3) 7,219,000 788,000 


tes: "Restated. Sincludes special credit. ‘Adjusted 
ne Canadian dollars. From continuing operations. 
At yen's current rate. JPer ADR. 


Norway rejected proposal that Tandberg America 
take over Tandberg's manufacturing business. In- 
stead, 2 firms will split operations, Aktuell Elek- 
triske continuing production of audio equipment & 
color TV, maintaining service unit, employing about 
250. New Norsk Data will run 200-employe teaching- 
aid business. Official spokesman said home-based 
companies were given preference because Norway 
can't provide aid to foreign-owned companies. 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


Donald Ropa, onetime SE Asia 
National Security Council, promot, RC 
relations dir. to staff vp, international tray 
with Washington hq...Robert Theis Jr, ig 4 
consumer video mktg. mgr. "ie | 

Robert Lynch, former GTE Cor : 
tronics Div. vp-gen. mgr., appointe 
mktg. vp, succeeding Thomas Cashir 
retirement after 31 years with GTE.. 
ex-AM Addressograph, joins Memo 
Donald Waite named finance yp, .. Bil} 
signs as Ampex consumer tape prod 
accts. mgr. to form rep firm... Jerry Gc 
Sankyo Seiki, joins Mesa Electronics as) 


Clayton Atkinson, Parker B 
& new products mktg, mgr., adds 
electronic toys & games, assumin 
Richard Daleasio, promoted to pr 
Morton Rosenstein joins Sharp Co 
Div. as product training mgr... 
vanced at Kraco to sales opera 
sponsibility for field service reps 
ex-Echo Communications, joins 
corporate counsel... Syen Behr 
Memories, joins Motorola Semic 
dir. for Germany. 


Richard Jones joins Sampo as: 
mgr. ..Donald French appointed’ 
Electronics engineering & quality c 
Sponsible for Radio Shack stores 
Witt named Buckbee-Mears yp-t 
cial officer... James Lester, IT’ 
sponsibility for Telecommunicat: 
Group; Martin Feinberg appointe 
Consumer Speciality Products G 
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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


Sales to dealers (total market), from EIA, for week ended April 27 (17th week of 1979): 
sales to deal’ = S 


4 mo. 4 mo 
| 978 0 April : 
| fe esi change 14-20 1978 1978 Change ! 

618 4,689,274 jy) 
g9 -16.5 243,523 4,799, , 689,274 ' 
TotalwiVan-wcuswenetens a eH oa oe -16.6 146, 166 Ps 980, 951 ph 986,058 al 
erates oi xP to7667 128,804 -16.4 97,957 1,818,667 1,703; 21qmmaam 
monochrome... . Bere da Xf 4,794 120, 674 83,157 4 . 
Home vR yo paerd apy 772,837 -12.1 581,279 11,736,361 13,109,417 
TPemne. portable ., 421,715 465,992 -9.5 285,267 7,060,612 8,784, 072414 
noeoey 400,087 117,027 -14.5 97,018 2,115,676 2, 705,570 Naar 
AMR EAI-AM | 321,628 348,965 -7.8 188,249 4,044,936 6,078) 502mm 
_™ & FM-AM.. 321, 628 306,845 -16.1 296,012 4,675,749 4,325, 345) 4g 
Color TV 5-week moving average: 1979—169, 717; 1978—182, 008 (down 6. 8%), 
*Record for period. 


MORE SMALL PRICE HIKES IN TV LINES: Domestic TV manufacturers once again | 
ing to chip away at their price problems with tiny increases they hope will stand Up ur 
petition. New sets introduced show evidence of another small boost, which will be 3n 
Sth within one year for most. 


RCA's new color line, to be introduced this week, is expected to reflect small iner 
19" & 25" sets. Zenith has announced next week's color introductions will be up $10 $20. 
average 3% increase (Vol. 19:18 p7), Magnavox says its new|prices (p. 9) represent i 
3% suggested-retail rise across-board, but its 1980 product apparently reflects ‘such 
change that it's difficult to find increases. Sylvania, scheduled for introduction th 
Philco, premiered last week (p. 9), have boosts averaging out to about 1. 5%, Ja Qa mat 
lines, which underwent massive increases within last 12 months, are expected to be une - 
to down in price, due partly to recovery in value of dollar. 


RCA TO FIELD HITACHI PORTABLE VCR: RCA will enter portable VCR field thi 
Las Vegas 1980 line unveiling—but true to its word that it won't offer machine with 


hy, 
WOU 


hour recording time per battery-charge (Vol. 19:8 p8), it's turning to new supplier to br 
model previously unseen on U.S. market. - 


=made portable unit will carry RCA brandname, giving notice that RCA is 
shita as VCR supplier. Hitachi machine is understood to be extremely comp 
in these pages last Jan. (Vol. 19:5 p10), will record for one hour per charg 
500 in RCA version. Hitachi video equipment, in addition to appearing ur 


seen introduced by GE (Vol. 19:14 p13) and Zenith—latter offering Hitachi-r 
ra rit 1 its Sony-made Beta VCR. 


ie pot Ses 0 VCR accommodate own batte 
min. is obtained (Vol. 19:19 p8). RCA! 
addition to premiere of 3-speed 6-hour Matec ahi VCRs 
Zenith is expected to introduce own edition of Sony-made 5 
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BALLY HESITATES ON COMPUTER: Bally's com- 
puter add-on for its video game, suprise of Jan. 
CES, has been redesigned, cutting price in half— 

but it won't be shown during CES. Company says 

it's awaiting FCC decision on TI's Class I waiver 
petition and RF interference tests (Vol. 19:12 p10) 
before finalizing design & marketing plans. Reaction 
to steep projected price of orginal Bally add-on ($650 
plus $300 for video game) caused it to redesign. New 
version retains full keyboard and "Grafix'' computer 
language but loses 10K RAM. Bally won't have ex- 
hibit at CES floor, but will show 4 new software 
cassettes for its video game at Chicago hotel suite, 
including ''Space Invaders,"' currently hottest arcade 
game. Atari & Magnavox software debuting at CES 
will include $30 Magnavox computer BASIC cart- 
ridge & $50 Atari video chess program. 


Joining Bally in exodus from CES this year are 
home computer manufacturers Apple, Commodore 
& Videobrain. All will have Chicago hotel suites. 
Scheduling conflict this year between CES & National 
Computer Conference reveals personal computer 
manufacturers’ current marketing priorities. NCC's 
Personal Computing Festival has grown in popular- 
ity—exhibits will fill entire N.Y. Sheraton Center 
(Americana) hall, with more than 60 companies ex- 
hibiting. NCC runs June 4-7, CES June 3-6. Apple, 
Commodore, Compucolor & Exidy will exhibit at 
NCC; Radio Shack & Heath (traditionally not in CES) 
will exhibit, as will TI. 


Despite reports of financial difficulties, Video- 
brain will be showing new product during CES, ac- 
cording to Pres. Albert Yu. Company is being sued 
for $10. 5 million by 2 Hong Kong firms, charging 
that it reneged on deal to provide microcomputers. 
In other legal action, Apple won first battle in court 
fight with Byte (Vol. 19:13 p12) when San Francisco 
federal judge refused to issue preliminary injunction 
against Apple. 

\Mattel & Jerrold, meanwhile, scheduled May 15 
N.Y. press conference to demonstrate ''Playcable" 
cable TV -video game hookup (Vol. 18:52 p12). ''Base- 
ball & math game programs will be demonstrated." 
Ohio Scientific will unveil new personal computer at 
CES, step-up to current $350 ''Challenger"' model. 
NAB has added its voice to chorus of protest over TI 


petition to FCC for Class I waiver for home computer. 


NAB asked FCC to deny TI waiver request, saying 
radiation from computer ''could cause intolerable 
interference to TV reception." Evidence of continued 
interest in home computer field came in recent pur- 
chase of computer hobbyist Byte magazine by trade 
publishing giant McGraw-Hill, also a major station 
jowner. 

* > * * 


Craig will introduce expanded language capsules 
for handheld language translator at CES. New cap- 
sules have 2, 400-word capacity (vs. 1,500 for 
original), Other new capsules include phonetic & 
general information models, plus custom programs 
for consumers or business. 


Sylvania produced its 70 millionth cathode ray 
tube last month. Its first, experimental b&w tube, 
was made in 1931, mass production started in 1946, 
color tube output in 1955. 
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‘ANTI-PIRACY' FLAP: Hardware-vs. -software dis- 
pute was triggered last week when EIA washed its 
hands of any efforts to accommodate anti-piracy sig- 
nals on pre-recorded videocassettes and urged tape 
duplicators to stop encoding. Following decision by 
EIA not to look into problems of encoding (Vol. 19:13 
p12), Consumer Electronics Group Corporate Vp 
Charles Hoffman wrote ITA Exec. Dir. Larry Finley 
of its anti-encoding position. 


Various anti-piracy encoding systems alter verti- 
cal sync signal to discourage amateur pirates—but 
these same systems on tape throw some TV sets out 
of sync. EIA letter urged that ''all tape duplicators, ,. 
discontinue encoding in order to ensure the public's 
satisfaction with both the software and the hardware." 
It stated that tape duplicators "should not use any en- 
coding system that alters the NTSC signal.’ No sys- 
tem would deter professional pirates, letter said, 
expressing belief that amount of amateur copying is 
"very small indeed." 


Finley conceded ITA was getting about 20 com- 
plaints weekly of unplayable or degraded cassettes 
from consumers, said he was studying entire matter 
and forwarding letter to ITA members. He raised 
question, however, about possibility of movie studio 
boycott of videocassette releases if encoding is aban- 
doned. 


Major software firms reacted strongly. Richard 
Kelly of tape-renting Vidamerica disagreed with EIA 
on frequency of consumer piracy, saying it was major 
problem and lack of encoding could jeopardize entire 
rental business. ''The casual consumer shouldn't 
be tempted," he said, pointing out that dealers say 
sales of connecting cables are booming—which could 
only mean that people are dubbing onto friends' 
machines, He said company is trying to improve 
encoding process, swaps non-encoded cassettes for 
encoded ones in serious problem cases, 


Magnetic Video Corp.'s Andre Blay indicated he 
regarded EIA letter as mere start of bargaining, 
said that MVC's new encoding process eliminated 
most problems (Vol. 19:10 p10) and that non-encoded 
cassettes were exchanged for encoded units when 
customers had problems. Allied Artists' Jay Feld- 
man said most complaints over encoding problems 
have died out. 


Columbia Pictures, meanwhile, is understood to 
be preparing CES announcement that it's entering 
videocassette business. Magnetic Video & Allied 
Artists both plan to announce new titles at CES. 


oe 
Fisher programmable turntable will be shown 

at CES Design & Engineering Exhibition but not of- 
fered as product. Fisher wants to get dealer reac- 
tion before going ahead with production of modified 
version of Sanyo turntable now on sale in Japan 
for about $295 (63,000 yen). Optonica programmable 
turntable shown at last June CES has been redesigned; 
prototype may be at upcoming CES. 


Zenith cabinet workers returned to work at 
Evansville, Ind, plant May 8 after month-long strike 
(Vol. 19:18 p10), agreeing to 3-year contract. Ze- 
nith spokesman said strike hadn't affected TV produc- 
tion, 
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Reports of TV-Electronics Companies 


obiained dering past week 
me Amounts capressed 


indicates leformation nol available al press | 
in dollars. Pareathenes denote oss 


Columbia Pictures Industries 


Memories 4& Magnetics 


Camera & Instrument 


1979-qtr. to March 
1978-gtr. to March 


1979-qtr. to March 
1978-qtr. to March 


Sonderling Bcstg. 
1979-qtr. to March 
1978-qtr. to March 


1979-gtr. to March 31 
1978-qtr. to March 3) 


ted. “Adjusted. 
After special charge. 


_ Complaints about TV servicing showed biggest 
drop of any of top 15 categories in 1978, Council of 
r Business Bureaus reports. TV service rank- 
i in number of complaints (7,481 or 1.85% of 
tal), vs. 9th (9,113 or 2, 22%) in 1977. Some 75.4% 
‘complaints were settled, up from 74.8% year 
TV-radio-phono shops ranked 17th with 
mplaints or 1.46%, substantially unchanged 
Same rank with 6,313 or 1,54% in 1977. In 
product categories, TV ranked 5th with 3.8% of com- 
plaints (autos were No. 1 with 10.4%). 


Wotes: “Includes special credit. Rest 
) ORecord. At quilder's current rate. 


Gail 8. Carter, 81, longtime electronics trade 
died last month in Chicago. 
until 1973, he was exec. vp of National 
stributors Assn. (NEDA), and at time 
Was fulltime consultant on distribution 

c Representatives Assn. 
1958, he was in electronics manufac 
tion & sales representation, He! 


association executive, 
For 15 years, ’ 
Electronic Di 


(ERA). Before 
ture, distribu- 
5 survived by wife, 
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Consumer Electronics Personals 


Gordon Hurt, ex-Magnavox & Zenith, apne 
Stanton Magnetics ad dir... Robert Fried, ox- 
ola & Admiral, joins Mattel as video products 
dir...Stuart Gray, former NBC research plan 
vp, named RCA Selectavision research staff yp... 
Nathan Tushinsky retires as Superscope Sentor yp: 
Robert Gintel resigns from board. iD. 5 


Elizabeth Sauter promoted to Sharp profegai., : 
products sales administrator, . . Marvin mi a 
Burson-Marsteller PR (JVC), becomes Rieg & 
zer account services mgr. (Sony)... Jim ie 
ex-Nikko, named Metrosound national saleg 7 nee 
Larry Maglio promoted to Zenith-N. Y. senior oe 
mgr... Steve Mantegani appointed Gusdorf north 
Tex,-Okla. dist. mgr...Carlen DeJong moves | 
PTS Denver regional vp. ¥ 

C.R. Whitney named Allen-Bradley pres. b 
chief operating officer, succeeding W, Glenn Gora, 
resigned...Joe Balogh, Frank D'Angelo & ¥ 
appointed Sony video regional mgrs. ty 

QUARTER AT-A-GLANCE: Here are EIA's 5 
consumer electronics sales-to-dealers figu , 
month by month, for first quarter 1978 & 1979. 


Total 
Month 1973 1978 1979 


967,716 992,933 622,111 
February 1.176201 1,102359 7LIALL 
March (5 weeks) 1,646,125 1,572,295 1,026,648 
TOTAL 2790042 1,607,587 2300,170 2207802 
RADIO SALES TO DEALERS 
Meath TT 
January ....... 1,745,779. 1,624,253 1,139,489 


tbrizy... 1867614 2272816 1301569 1698239 
hel (S weeks) 2.191.427 3310381 1,580,741 i 


TOTAL 574.820 7,207,450 4,071,099 5.002518 


* Includes table, clock & portable. _.. 
** Included in home redio; excludes auto radios, rediophanes & radioreconts 


WOME VCR SALES TO DEALERS 


Meath 19791878 Meath 
February... 32881 145854 TTL 
——_—_ « 


Universal Pioneer, Japanese jo in MC 
videodisc venture, announced 35% increas 
to $12.5 million (2,7 billion yen), said | 
150 players in March, 450\in April, a 
Motors order for at least 7,000 (Vol 

Shipment of 1,000 is scheduled for Mz 
shipped by end of Aug. Plant is be 

monthly capacity of 2,000, to be 
to 5,000. U.S. Pioneer is conducting 
promotional showings of disc player. 

veel 


Fairchild is suing to block Gould's 
(Vol. 19:19 p11). Semiconductor ma 
N.Y. federal court for injunction o 
Gould has sweetened cash offer 

stock to $57 per share from ¥ 
in Chicago federal court, alle 
and statement of offer violates se 


MAY 21,107 


w Electronics® 


gest with Consumer Electronics Gi 
MPONENTS »* NEW PRODUCTS « FINANCE 
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Consume 


A Section of Television Di 
s « TAPE propucts « RADIO co 


MANUFACTURING & SALES «© TV * PHONOGRAPH 


Sa Fe <=. 
ig STATE OF THE INDUSTRY = 
Sales to dealers (total market) IA, for week ended May 4 (18th week of 1979); ~ i 
= 1978 % April 1979 1978 ra 

April 28 21-27 to date to date char r0| 


May 4 week change 
283,837 5,098,040 4,986,620 


from E 


otal TV... +22: 998,422 297,346 +0-4 aa 
Eo area ae ragaas) i2y893) esl ume pa 3°170,176 3,178,891 9,4] 
monochrome...- 109,197 104,513 +4-9 107,667 1,927,864, 1,807,729" eal | 
Home VCR ....:: 6, 288 = - 5,287 126, 962 oe ga 
Total radio...-.- 754,413 740,233 +1.9 679,054 12,490,774 13,849,650 <9), 
home, portable . - 465, 447 495,471 -6,1 421,715 7,526,059 9,279,543" 
AM-only....-- 95,239 133,868 -28.9 100,087 2,210,915 2,839,438 = 
FM & FM-AM.. 370,208 361, 603 2.4 321,628 5,915,144 6,440,105: 
Til Copertiare eho ape 288,966 244,762 + 18.1 257,339 4,964, 715 4,570,107 


——— = 
*Record for period. . 


RCA, SYLVANIA—PRICES UP, NEW TV SOUND: RCA & lvania introducing 1980 lin t 
increased factory color prices average of 1.5% ($10-$20 at retail in most cases) and dip ~ Ate 


into unknown waters of improved sound in high-end models. F 
“a 


Both meetings, held last week in Las Vegas, were decidedly upbeat, each company c 


large gains in market share, RCA cautiously pledging to fight "quarter by quarter" to 
what it feels is its No. 1 status (Vol. 19:19 p7). Officials of both firms discounted po 
serious recession this year, stuck to their earlier forecasts of 9. 75-10 million color 

For company officials’ views of market, plans for future, etc., see p. 11). a 


Sylvania followed same approach as Magnavox to high-end TV sound system (even usir 
same name—'Supersound" for Sylvania vs. "Super Sound"! for Magnavox), with separat ee 
audio amplifier in two $780 consoles, treble & bass controls, vented-port 2-way p 
heavier wood cabinet. RCA's "Dual Dimension Sound," to be in 19" ($560 & $620) & 5 1) ae 
Aug., uses pseudo-stereo approach, adding presence & separation to sound by fe ding waite 
mid-low frequencies to one speaker system in double-sided model, rest of frequen ae B 


fost of RCA's excitement was generated by products which won't actu inuline 
e Beer In color, it showed: (1) "Dynamic Detail Processor," seine CoE 
solt tion-increasing comb filter and horizontal & vertical peaking control, cla med 
BE ae TV picture ever in a consumer receiver."’ (2) New nonsmodilast eihtiean ‘ 
Pesto, oe lortrak, with 100-degree hi-bi tubes in both 90" & 25" sizes. (3) "A 

F $n set which can be programmed up to 7 days in advance (22 commands) ria ME 
board ($560), with programmed 500-watt outlet to turn lamps, etc., on & off i, 


Dual-Dimension sound, new chassis & 100-d 

a ; egree tubes ar i same 

Saran eeeauer ne New chassis & tube obviously will ey 1S ches cai rt 

BGA eaaited a ubious about sound system, will test consumer reaction b te 

Fe ATES poe eesor is first comb-filter system to use IC (Magnavox's : - 

ea! 5 olortrak models feature frequency-synthesis tuni Mer: 
g, most sets having random-access keyboard tuning TE eee aaa 


@ 


In . 
VCR, we previously said RCA would have 6-hour VHS via new 3rd speed (Vol. 1§ 


. - 
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(pUTER AT CES: TI plans to show its low- 
cow » computer at CES despite continuing war of 
end hom FCC over its Class I walyer request (Vol, 
Lords iM) "ry will also Introduce $250 Voice-synthe- 
19:10 pA*?: vo translntor. Meanwhile, price of 


.-| anges 
«ize! 7 programmabl© video game has drifted up to 
paite y 


tte’ td Mattol-Jerrold 'Playcable" CATV game- 
6250, 0 ming system was demonstrated in N.Y, last 
progran Wall St. Journal caused talk with negative 
werk. Radio Shack TRS-80 and home computer 
esiness in general. 

TI spokesman said it was "more than likely" that 

home computer, expected to retail for under $500, 
T! be shown at CES, TI may unveil $1,000 & $5,000 
wierecomputers at concurrent National Computer 
0 - 


ference in N. ¥, (Vol, 19:20 pl2). Fusillade of 
Sar at FCC over TI waiver is unabated, TY filed 
Fo ieal reply to avalanche of home computer indus- 
rey opposition (Vol. 19:15 p11), saying its interference 
standards exceeded Computer & Business Equipment 
7 Assn. (CBEMA) standards. Atari fired back 


5 ‘ 
Fi noting that CBEMA standards were for com- 
mercial computers up to 30 meters from TV, enclos- 


aN Ing photos of broken-up TV pictures reportedly caused 

Di; home computer with TI standards. Commodore 
{iled request that new TI comments be struck from 
record, TI remarks revealed that low-end computer 
will have color graphics and 16-bit MPU instead of 
usual 8-bit unit. 


New TI language translator incorporates voice- 
synthesizer technology first seen in Speak & Spell 
(Vol. 18:25 p9). Handheld unit uses 1,000-word 
modules ($50); half of words can be spoken by unit, 
at displayed. English & Spanish modules will debut 
with translator in Sept., French & German to follow 
in 4th quarter, Japanese & Chinese in 1980. TI also 
will bow $35 children's word game, $125 digital hiome 
thermostat, 2 new Speak & Spell modules at CES. 
Indication are that Panasonic also may be entering 
handheld language translator business. 


Suggested retail price of Mattel programmable 
game has floated up to $250 from $230 quoted at Jan. 
CES Introduction, Mattel executives Weren't on hand 
to comment at demonstration of Mattel-Jerrold cable- 
game system in N.Y. Playcable is system allowing 
cable TV systems to market video game software to 
subscribers who own Mattel programmables. Game 
is connected to headend computer of one-way CATV 
system through $50 Jerrold "emulator" which fits in 
game's cartridge slot. User selects program from 
library of 20-40 games in headend computer, punches 
in number, and program is loaded into video game 
in 5-7 sec. Playcable will begin 6-month market 
test on 4 cable systems in Oct. (seep. 5). Individ- 
ual cable systems will market emulators to subscrib- 
ers, charge $5-$10 monthly for Playcable service. 
Game (and later, education & home finance) programs 
in headend unit will be rotated monthly, can't be re- 
corded by user, Company to market Playcable will 
be 50-50 joint venture of Mattel & Jerrold parent GL 


May 14 Wall St. Journal article contained report 
by "'typical'' consumer who tried to use Radio Shack 
TRS-80. Reporter with no computer experience had 
difficulty programming, erased programs by placing 
recorder next to power supply box, encountered un- 
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ete shutdowns. Roaction to firticle was ewift 
any fat Lewis Kornfold erupted: "It was totally 
Air... maliclous, destructive & inaccurate plece 


written by an inept jury of o ? 
Beas 
terse letter to the Joule alee ae Tae 


Two computers rumored to make debut at CES 
Et ‘ Hewlett-Packard (on CES Noor for firat time) 
ays it won't show home or personal computer. Toy 

company Mego won't be displaying its video game- 
computer (similar to Mattel unit), shown in prototype 

form at N.Y. Toy Fair in Feb, ‘Wo intend to pro- 


duce it domestically and we're 
running int 
problems," spokesman said, g Into production 


VI8C-O-PAC DEMOS ON: Matsushita held private 
showings of new mechanical Visc-O-Pac (VOP) videodisc 
system last week in N.Y., takes act to L.A. this 

week to show software Moguls. Conducting demon- 
strations was development chief Tadashi Nogaoka, 


who announced (but didn't display) system at 
ITA conyention (Vol. 19-15 p7). SpSyarem SS DeAtch 


Unit shown in N.Y., attendees tell us, had out- 
boarded video & PCM audio Signal processor, but 
Nagaoka says circuitry is being put on ICs, will be 
inside production models of compact player. Pic- 
ture quality was, as expected, excellent, PCM audio 
performance outstanding. In video mode, VOP has 
discrete stereo sound. Picture had few noticeable 
dropouts; Nagaoka attributed those to master. Disc 
played was transparent, carbon-free PVC, and pro- 
gram material was same Matsushita used to demon- 
strate predecessor Visc systems at CES last June. 


Operating trivia: VOP discs are played from 
inside out. After VOP "sandwich" package is placed 
inside player and start button pushed, loading plat- 
form tilts up to carry away plastic frame and upper 
protective clear plastic disc, leaving videodise and 
lower protective disc on turntable. VOP has LED 
stylus-position indicator but no visual search feature. 
Mastering is done in real time on copper disc. 
Nagaoka says each master can be used to make 10 
nickel mothers, each mother 1,000 stampers capable 
of pressing 1,000 discs in 30 sec., resulting in 2- 
er ae disc output per master at full 
speed. 


Nagaoka avoided direct response to pricing 
queries, insisting as he did at ITA that VOP player 
could be brought to market below $400 target RCA 
has set for basic Selectavision unit. By week's end, 
he was claiming VOP has won promises of support 
from some software suppliers. Regarding reports in 
Japan that company had decided to dump VOP in favor 
of VHD system developed by subsidiary JVC, Nagaoka 
told visitors: "Iam with Matsushita and J am here. 
Would my company have let me come” if YVOP had 
already been rejected? 

——-8§& — 


Philips’ 8-hour VCR, revealed in these pages 
last Sept, (Vol. 18:38 p8), will be premiered at 
Berlin Funkausstellung in late Aug. Using 1/2" 
tape, system jointly developed with Grundig records 
for 4 hours on each side of tape, is reversed in 
manner similnr to audio cassette. Price will be about 
$1,250. New Vienna plant, to open in early 1981, is 
scheduled to have annual capacity of 750,000 recorders. 


af fhe 
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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


sales to dealers (total market), from BIA, for week ended May 11 (19th week of 1979) 
M Z 
B-11 oak sits April 28- 1979 1978 % 
ner ange May 4 to date todate change 
Toor . sss ene ofOdUaQopeTentaes jog 28,422 5,948,174 5,236,174 42,1 
monochrome .... 83, 694 89,002 -6.0 footiar 3, aoe srenuraas -0.1 
Lot alo ee 499/258 644.4 2. G;20da, autearayie ouster 
Total TAGIO . «ss as ; 758 -22. 6 754. ; = Z4 
reportable’: 258,228. 361,400 9 pg’guy "W800 082 4.404.408 10.4 
AM & FM-AM |. 1667804 a60'dya l22) 95,289 2,207,949 a) 950/212-2214 
a 5467030 nog’ 738.5 870,208 5,482,038 6,690,931 -18.1 
aUtO s,s fiers) ae ; 3,158 -13,1 288,966 5,210,745 4,853,265 47.4 


Color TV 5-week moving average: 


1979—164,577; 1978-177, 256 (down 7.2%). 
*Record for period. , 


ZENITH, QUASAR & MGA UNVEIL LINES: Big Zenith, little MGA & in-between Quasar moved 


to burnish images at sales meetings last week introducing heavily upgraded 1s fe 
Pore elaborate tuning systems. Amid signs of brewing fail SE AAC a aneoe eo Al 
vcRs and cited prospects for continued good business this year, 2 pup | 


Zenith line showed more changes than any in recent years. New 105-channel tuning syste | 
is MPU-based, uses digital random-access keyboard both at set and on remote control will Il 
handle all off-air channels, or substitute 23 mid- and high-band CATV channels in place of UHF 
at flick of switch. It's contained in 18 remotes starting with 19" at $620, 5 non-remotes from 
r to lower pr now has a 19" and 7 
on-screen channel display formerly featured 


$540. Quasar expanded keyboard on-set MPU tuner to lower price points, 
consoles with random access keyboard remote, AA 
only on $4, 500 video projector. a: 


Both Zenith & Quasar are deep in trend to improved TY audio. Zenith put audio output jacks 
on many sets (for hook-up to hi-fi system), has 4-speaker consoles starting at $860, and sepa- 
rate 10-watt audio amplifier with tone controls is in 4 top-end sets, including ultra-modern 
"Showcase" model with see-through acrylic cabinet. Quasar added new remote to continuing 19"' 
series with Audio Spectrum (pseudo stereo) sound, now has 6 A/S consoles, priced from $700. 
Zenith price hikes work out to 2.5%-2. 8% at factory, according to Sales Exec. Vp Walter 
Fisher, and they show up in $10-$50 increases over last pricing on 1979 line. Our analysis 
shows exception is hotly competitive 19" leader area where 3 starting sets have been cut $10- 
$40, presumably to meet RCA head-to-head. Quasar factory prices are up 1%-1.5% in color, 
something less than that in b&w, we were told by Pres. Alex Stone. Hikes, however, aren't as 


visible in suggested lists, and many starting prices are down $10-$30. “40 | 
There'll be many changes for Quasar over next year. Now eyident is switch in 12" & 19” +) 
b&w procurement from Japan to Taiwan, Later, there'll be new products, plus change in both = 
color & microwave oven production, During our visit to Matsushita Industrial Co. (formedlast _—| 
year by splitting factory operations out of Quasar , Pres. Richard Kraft told us color chassis AT | 
production will be shifted to export-assembly operation now planned for Mexico. | He declined to. 
give timing or location specifics, but we understand Tijuana is site, and detailed statement may _ | 
be out next month. At same time, Chigago plant is being equipp ed for microwave oven output, 


‘a 
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RS SPEAK: Zenith officials at Las Vegas 
expressed confidence company would re- 
Seong ¢ olor TV leadership position this year 
Cane business would continue good. Sales Exec. 
walter Fisher forecast 9.8 million color sales, 
en b&w for industry this year, conceded Ze- 
mi ost share in small-screen color, but 
ain in 19", huge increase in remote con- 


ol. 

| 3 Indicating Zenith's small-screen performance 
1 get worse before it gets better" (see p, 9), 
i may ecast “our great competition could have a field 
he het the 2nd-quarter Trendex comes out." He 
Bay Zenith intends to pull ahead in crucial 2nd half. 
Other points made at presentations and in news con- 
ferences: 

projection TV: ‘We have a very active program 
plan to be a significant part of a very viable 
business," Fisher said, indicated 1981 marketing 
tarcet, added Zenith plans to "bring something to 
the business it needs very badly." 


Videodisc: “Once a system is viable we'll be in 
i. The next step is an RCA announcement. Software 
omes first," said Pres. Revone Kluckman. Added 
Fisher: "Our project is tracking others. There must 
he a standard. I believe it will be a fantastic busi- 
ness.” 


VCR: Zenith will have portable next June. "The 
»a] exciting potential is in the home photography 
Spusiness,"’ Said Fisher. Mktg. Vp Robert Bowen 
sid distributors that Zenith "got caught short of 
Weatures,'’ and ''we visited every potential source of 
VCRs, made a comprehensive evaluation of all poten- 
a) products and decided to remain in the Beta group.” 


Audio: Zenith is making new effort in this field, 
BBhas tightened specs of components & system, will 
Wistart major drive keyed to slogan: "Audio, The 
flipside of Zenith." 


Quasar anticipates color sales of 9.5 million 
(this year, said Pres. Alex Stone, who added that was 
Wdistributor sales estimate, not retail. He said 
ar anticipates dealers will trim inventories by 
Pas much as 500-600, 000 color sets this year, as they 
Weut back to a 60-day supply from more normal 90. 
in b&w, he said, Quasar has hiked forecast to 6 
million from earlier 5.7 million, noted that while 
AC-DC hasn't been growth performer for industry 
fas a whole, Quasar's mini-combo business is up by 
150%. 
In video, Stone anticipates industry sales of 
B00, 000 VCRs, including 100-150, 000 portables, 
expects programmables will account for 65% of non- 
bortable sales. He put color camera yolume at 
50,000, said he expects one will be sold with each 
dortable, plus one for every 5 or 6 table-top models. 
Duasar is looking at ways to broaden product line 
hext year, "with audio a high contender," Stone said. 


————___§——_ 
Penney expands into high-end car stereo field; 
10 new products will be offered in fall, including in- 


fash receiver, cassette deck, power amp & equalizer 
finder hi-fi MCS label, 


~ At Diin. 
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MATSUSHITA'S HANDHELD COMPUTER: Matsu- 
we and Friends/Amis, maker of Craig handheld 
anguage translator (Vol. 18:49 pill), last week dis- 
closed agreement giving Matsushita exclusive manu- 
facturing rights to handheld translator -computer. 
Matsushita intends to market it in Japan this year, 
export to U.S. under Panasonic & Quasar labels in 
1980. Through manufacturing sublicensing rights 
included in deal, Chicago-based subsidiary Matsu- 
shita Industrial Co. may launch assembly here. 


Basic design of Craig translator is being retained 
but Matsushita product will accept add-ons, including 
planned miniprinter, mini-video display & voice 
synthesizer. Technology allowing handheld computer 
development is new. F/A has expanded memory 
system which doubles capacity of Craig 1,200-word 
language translator modules. Craig will show ex- 
panded memory software at CES (Vol. 19:20 p12), 
continue to market translator in U_S., plans to sell 
Matsushita-made units in 1980. F/A will remaind 
sole producer of modules but may phase out hardware 
production as Matsushita moves in. F/A Pres. Ron 
Gordon said: "Our main goal is to make our module- 
memory system the world standard." 


Meanwhile, new TI language translator-yoice 
synthesizer (Vol. 19:21 p13) may be advance guard 
of host of voice products. National Semiconductor is 
working on single-chip voice synthesizer to be offered 
in Aug. Sharp reportedly has microwave oven proto- 
type with synthesized voice describing cooking condi- 
tions. Nippon Telegraph & Telephone has developed 
single-chip synthesizer, Radio Shack is offering 
$400 yoice-synthesizer add-on for TRS-80 computer 


allowing user to program words in variety of languages, 


simulate accents & dialects. 


———_—_ 


JVC VHD capacitance home videodisc will 
get long-awaited first U.S. showing at CES in 
Chicago next week. Demonstrations will be by 
invitation only. JVC had planned open showing 
of VHD in N.Y. in April, but cancelled because, 
some observers think, of internal political video- 
disc system battle at parent Matsushita. Matsu- 
shita-developed Visc-O-Pac also had public U.S. 
showing cancelled in fayor of private demonstra- 
tions (Vol. 19:21 p13). Closed demonstrations, 
it's understood, were ordered to avoid too much 
ballyhoo, any open indication of favoritism, while 
Matsushita executives decide which, if either, 
system should get consumer marketing go-ahead. 


Justice Dept. officials declined comment on 
press report it was investigating illegal payoffs made 
to N. Y.-area Teamster local officials by Hitachi. 
Panasonic, Sony & Toshiba. Payoffs allegedly in- 
volved several hundred thousand dollars in gifts & 
cash to union leaders as well as donations to union 
fund-raising events over last 10 years, were sup- 
posedly intended to insure labor peace. Company 
spokesmen acknowledged they're cooperating with 


Apple cuts e of 32K computer $150 to 
$1,350, 48K unit $300 to $1,500, cites "declining 
cost of LSI memory.'' New software includes $20 
chess & bowling programs. 
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Note: Spostated 


AM stereo comments from NAB ask FC 
to disregard radio manufacturers’ arguments for 
tooling-up grace period, permit broadcasting im- 
mediately upon adoption of system: "Broadcasters 
have been preparing for AM stereo for over a 
year and object vehemently to any delays for the 
convenience of receiver manufacturers...The con- 
tention that early adoption of AM stereo would lead 
to inferior equipment being initially sold is not 
valid." National Semiconductor commented that 
none of 5 proposed systems had pilot tone big 
enough to be detected by present car radio station 
search functions. FM quad (Vol. 19:4 p9) also 
came under fire at FCC. NTIA argued that quad 
would interfere with efforts to add more FM sta- 
tions. Muzak suggested that FCC reject all dis- 
crete systems in favor of matrix to protect SCA 
channels. 


Tape topics: Matsushita is latest name on roster 
of companies selling metal tape audio cassettes in 
Japan, Others are Sumitomo, 3M, TDK, Fuj! & Sony 
with Hitachi Maxell to start in June... BASF will 
show metal particle tape at CES. Company has begun 
coating of chromium dioxide tape for Beta cassettes 
at Bedford, Mass. plant, will expand to tape for VHS 
later this year... KRS Magnetics introduces reversible 
§-track cartridge which can be rewound manually or 


Import adjustment assistance was approved by 
Labor Dept. for all workers who lost jobs producing 
& designing TVs when Admiral dropped out of TV 
this year. Also cleared for help were those laid off 
at Rola speaker plants in Punxsutawney, Hawthorne 
& Du Bois, Pa. Agency rejected aid bid for workers 
formerly making CB antennas at NewTronics, Brook 
Park, O., after finding layoffs were mainly attribut- 
able to CB market decline, rather than import com- 
petition, 


Ad notes: Video Concepts appoints A.D, Ada 
Adv... Sennheiser names Machel-Cather for ads ee 


PR...BASF appoints W, B. Doner, Southfield, Mich. 


special transport; it comes in 45-& 90-min. lengths. 


Consumer Electronics Personals 


Thomas Shepherd advanced at GTR f,- = 
sumer Electronics Co, (Sylvania=Phileo) omic 
Entertainment Products Group yp-gen, a 
tive June 1, succeeding Frank Lann, reg af 
unannounced; 81 Stern promoted at Syly Re 
cial Electronics Div. to vp-gen, mer., gueeas 
Robert Lynch, now GTE Products Group mite 
Stern retains responsibility for Institutional ms 
Electronics operation... John Fauth resipnas «. 
Magnavox senior vp & Magnavox of Tenn, 5a 
plant operations responsibilities are IR 
interim basis by Bruce Everly, planning & a 
tration vp... Frank DiLeo, ex-Admiral, jg po 
sung (U.S.) consultant & acting pres. n 


James Diller advanced at National § 
tor Consumer Products Div. from ope; 
to gen, mgr..-.Hans Wedlin, Lloyd's Far 
erations senior vp, adds U.S. operation 
Middleton, senior finance yp, adds oper 
ysis & long-range planning duties; they 
respective responsibilities of Vice Chmn, © Da 
Chudnow & William Friedland, who are no jp 
corporate officers, but remain dirs. : 


Edward Duggan is assigned Superscope 
international operations vp; Dennis Hui 
vanced from internal audit dir. to controller 
chael Custer promoted at Marantz unit from 
mgr. to product development & engines 
vp... William Rogers advanced at RCA 
portation & purchasing services dir. to corp 
services & N.Y. staff vp... Bill Matthies a: 
at Pioneer Electronics from sales plan 


special markets national sales mgr.; Viste 
promoted from sales administration mgr, te 
brand mgr... James Kuhlman named Fosga 
dir... Ronald Vecchia, ex-Sony, joins Key¢ 
Boston as mktg, dir. ‘ 


James Tann, one-time Admiral & Mote 
joins National Semiconductor as mer, of m 
toy & game OEM... Abdulgafoor Serang ad 
GTE to vp-gen. mgr., new Sylvania Circu 
Div... Wilfred Houde, ex-Hewlett-Pac 
Apple Computer as service ope 


Obituary - 


Jack Adams, 57, editor-in-chief o Mi 
zine for 20 years, died May 19 in Pittsfiel 
after long illness. He served with Mar! 
predecessor for 32 years before retir 
Survivors include wife, 3 sons, 2 da 

—_ 

Color sales increase in week endin 
State of Industry box) was only brie 
consecutive down weeks. Next weel 
to report that in week to May 18, 
color sales resumed decline, slippir 
133,600. B&w resumed growth how 
of 95,000, up 30%, 2nd biggest incr 


ITA is sponsoring Internationa 
Seminar at N.Y, Hilton June 12 4 
munications Congress, plans own E 
gramming seminar at N.Y. Shera ton Oc 


ations di 
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Sales to dealers (total market), from EIA, for week ended May 18 (20th week of 1976 
LAS 3 19): 
1978 % May 1979 1978 


a 
12.48 week change 6-11 to date to date ¢ 
TotalulVatee sere 998.669 217,561 +5-1 948.134 5,574,843 5, 453, 735 9 
be pgaccaroc 133,631 144,689  -7.6 164,440 3,468,247 3,484, 192 
monochrome . - - 95.038 72,872 +30.4 83.694 2,106,596 1,969, 603 ; 
Home VCR ..---:- 5, 627 = = 5, 457 138, 046* Es 
Total radio ...--- 745,894 697, 259 47.0 499,258 13, 735,926 15, 191, 663 
home, portable .. 491, 659 453.389  +8.4 253,228 8,270,946 10,094, 532. 
A M-onl yaeteeieks 92.417 116,536 -20.7 86.334 2,389,666 3,066,748 
AR FM-AM .. 399,242 336,853 +18.® 166.894 5,881,280 7,027, 784 ay 
Auto hence kaneis eNDe 954.235 243,866 +4.3 246, 030 5,464,980 5,097, 131 


Color TV 5-week moving average: 1979-161, 926; 1978 —175, 422 (down 7. 7% 


—— 
*Record for period. 


MAY COLOR SALES CLOSE TO RECORD: Color TV sales actually improved from Apa 
next week's EIA figures will show, falling just 3. 3% shy of record set in May 1978. ar 
ran at annual rate of about 10.46 million, up sharply from 9.87 million of April—making ji 


best month of year in sales rate and actually better than 5-month (10. 44 million). 


May color TV sales were approximately 651,500 vs. 673,632 in May 1978, bring: 
sales to 3,642,450, just 0.4% below igure of 3,659,690. May ended with best v 
sales since March—some pu that wasn't enough to bring month ahead of May 1 
trailed by 26,270 to 27,994 (6.2, ). But for year's first 5 months, VCR sal eU 
146,950 to 111,151. °8 vo ae 
Set makers obviously feel there's going to be a downturn in 2nd half. We aske 
or and median came out to 9,550,000 color sets, 5.7 million b&w—better than th 
5 million they forecast at end of last year (Vol. 18:52 p7), but shane 
from current sales rate. pi), but represen aa 


THE INDUSTRY THAT OBSOLETES ITSELF: Never has such a sick industry loo 
as at CES time. Success of Consumer Electronics Show has been such a powerf 
consumer electronics industry that many companies have difficulty surviving it. — 
come semi-annual media event which eclipses dept, stores' Thanksgi i ain 
even outshines Academy Awards, as consumer media dispatch ace OT aa zt 
nearth products of the future.'’ (Some publications this year have been ae ea 
to sneak into show themselves to see these products.) “aid 


~- 


ee caine dese very we now has also become huge publicity machine 
Bee to wal it already does very well—obsolete itself. For example, it’ achine t 
Reais me wat aor videodisc before making commitment to any video St : 
ou -month slump. At a time when m x 
Peet taninupley, CES will atiompt 10 launch metal tape.as major peotictleam 


minds of much of public it 
presumably has : 
which will get major attention at CES. alicady/beaurmiad global: Gas 


rital 


" ! 
This week's CES will see more than its share of innovations—to delight of ni 
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PB! AUDIO DISC: Philips demonstrated digital 
16 “Compact Disc" system in N.Y. last week, 

ave ppilips Vp Robert Cavanagh saying production 
fanned {Or "early 1980s," promising that it would 

is P jutionize audio business as LP did in 1960s. 

revo ayatem (Vol, 18:21 p8, 18:40 p11) is about size 

Disc val cassette recorder or large car stereo, uses 

of or onductor laser to read 4.5" single-sided digc 

sem me manner 48 Philips optical video disc system. 

in ae read from center out to edge, disc speed 

idk at 500 rpm and slowing to 215 rpm as pickup 

sehr edge. Playing time; 60 min, 

reaches 


Cavanagh didn't answer conclusively whether 
philips would remain in DADSC—Tokyo-based stand- 
4g which ruled that any audio dise standard must 
a compatible with videodisc, Cavanagh said when 
be duct is made in U.S. it will be sold by Magnavox 
Pp philips High Fidelity; Philips’ intention will be 
to “penetrate all consumer markets."' He declined to 
rive precise price & marketing information but said 
thal player probably would retail for price of "good 

hi-fi turntable!’ and that goal for cost of discs was 
‘roughly equivalent to current LP prices,"’ Player 
demonstrated was clearly prototype—4 shelves of 
electronics accompanied unit—which Cavanagh said 
would be reduced to ICs to be put into player, 


Sound quality was clearly superior to best of cur- 
rent analog equipment. Player had play, stop, auto- 
matic & search modes, plus LED readout on front 
which Philips said could be used as program locator 
or spell out brief message (such as name of selection). 
philips demonstration grabbed spotlight from CES 
gudio, where trends which began at Winter CES 


continue. 


Pioneer will be entering micro component busi- 
ness here despite recent negative comments by Pres, 
Bernie Mitchell (Vol. 19:19 p10). Amp-preamp- 
tuner $1,200 package is scheduled for Aug., will be 
offered first through dept. stores only. Category 
between micro and normal-sized components has 
sprung up: Onkyo is showing 30-watt "mini-receiver” 
($330) at CES while Optonica introduces 3 separate 
& 2 integrated-amp "'slimline” components. Flow of 
metal-tape hardware continues: Optonica has 3 new 
metal-tape-capable decks at CES; Onkyo & Tandberg 
have one each. But metal tape may be in tight or 
non-existent supply at retail for couple of months. 
"Demand in Japan has been much greater than we ex- 
pected," said Puji’s John Dale, "and besides, why 
should we bring it over here when dealers, in general, 
don't have the decks yet?" 


CES audio notes: New $140 portable cassette 
recorder from Norris can record & play back up to 
24 hours when used with special cassette, Unit slows 
tape to 1/4 normal speed then uses only one of 4 
audio tracks on cassette. Norris plans software 
library of recorded books & novels. Nakamichi will 
show 1/2-speed (15/16 ips) cassette deck and new 
noise-reduction system. KRS Magnetics will show 
“first reversible 8-track"' cartridge. Pbx introduces 
lock-&-key encoded disc noise reduction system. 
MGA debuts esoteric ''E series" audio components: 
$650 receiver, $880 speaker, $1,040 tuner, $240 
tape deck. Under Mitsubishi label: $550 speaker & 
$350 turntable. BSR adds 2 $80 turntables and $500 


aC Dita 
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equalizer, ADC unveils $190 turntable. 


ystem unchanged at $290, com- 
$480 & $530 (all up $10), "inte- 
~track or cassette recorde 
Sinee! $280 & $330, new $360 40-watt high-end ae, 
r. Specs on most components have been greatly 


ELE Zenith console line has 8 models $300- 


TI, RCA, APF COMPUTERS: Summer CES 1979 

may be remembored as computer show as TI, RCA 

& APF unveil new home computers, TI's much-dis- 
cussed $1,150 entry into field complete with 13" 
Zenith color monitor, may be Step-up model to widely - 
discussed low-end unit, "This is the first in a line 

of Tl home computers, and any lower-priced model 
that may follow will not be this unit minus the monitor,'’ 
said spokesman, As indicated in TI's petition and 
comments to FCC on rulemaking and waiver (Vol. 
19;10 p11 et seq), TI wanted to sell home computer 
without monitor, sell separate RF modulator so home 


user could connect computer to TV, Issue Is still 
pending at FCC, 


First TI home computer is scheduled for Aug.- 
Sept. availability, has resident extended BASIC, 16K 
RAM, 16-color graphics, sound synthesizer, micro- 
phone jack, uses TI software cartridges, First 10 
cartridges, $20-$70, will be available at same time 
as computer, Titles include home budget manage- 
ment, beginning grammar, physical fitness & video 
chess. TI plans 16 cartridges by year’s end, First 
accessories will be $150 programmable speech syn- 
thesizer and video game hand control. Disc memory, 
printer, expanded RAM and phone modem are other 
planned options. Initially computer will be marketed 
through computer & electronics specialty dealers. 


TI entry overshadows debut of new APF & RCA 
units. RCA VIP-II will be product of Electro-Optics 
Div. in Lancaster, Pa., has full keyboard, 8K RAM, 
12 K ROM, resident BASIC, color & sound capability. 
RCA declined comment on speculated $400 price but 
indicated that marketing effort will be more extensive 
than that for VIP-I (Vol. 18:35 p11), described as 
"hobbyist" unit. New RCA computer requires RF 
modulator to be used with TV. APF $500 'Imagina- 
tion Machine” hooks up to TV, has 8-color graphics, 
53-key typewriter keyboard, 10K ROM, 9K RAM, 
resident BASIC, cassette deck, microphone jack, 
music synthesizer, accepts both cartridge & cassette 
software, Usual peripherals are planned: Printer, 
floppy disc memory, more RAM, modem. 


——a— 


IHF team of Jerry Kalov (Jensen), 
Bernie Mitchell (Pioneer) & Walter Stanton (Stanton 
Magnetics) will hold informal meetings at CES with 
EIA/CEG negotiators to discuss merger of 2 groups 
(Vol. 19:15 p10). Meanwhile, IHF nominated 6 new 


officers: For 2-year term on board, Harold Beveridge 
(Harold Beveridge Inc.), Solomon Boucai (H.H. Scott), 


John Koss (Koss), Sparky Wren (JVC). For one- 
year terms as IHF vp & secy., Bernie Mitchell 
(Pioneer), Ed Hopper (Ziff-Davis). IHF has set up 
committee to develop hi-fi guidelines under ESP 
Mktg. Services Mgr. Vince Wheeler. 
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TOSHIBA'S LVR: Toshiba's fixed-head longitudinat 
video recorder (LVR) with endless-loop ag Scie 
cassette (Vol. 19:7 pli) gets 4-a-day demonstratic 


: Ss. showing- 
; week on CES Moor in first formal U.5. 
eerie week and found that concept ap- 
credence to com™ 
ear —and to 


ty—bearing in mind that it’s 
still in prototype form: Certainly adequate, better 
than some home VCR pictures we've seen, not 50 
good as most, with slightly more dropouts and some 
fine-grained horizontal banding across picture- We 
don't think this is necessarily fair appraisal of what 
production-model VCR would show. 


LVR was packaged attractively, in case about 
12x5x13.5 es about half size of standard VCR 
with digital track selector and LED track counter, 
buttons for repeat, play, UP, down, record. Unit 
has 220 track fixed head, records or plays for 60 
min.—passing fixed head at 6 meters per sec- (about 
236 ips), recording for 17 sec. per pass, head then 
moving to next track, Tape is 100 meters long (328 
{t.), 1/2" wide. Toshiba says LVR contains only 1/3 
the number of parts of conventional home VCR and 
believes it could be sold for about half the price. If 
it is produced, it presumably will be low-end machine 
stepping up to Toshiba's Beta. 


Machine has some advantages over current for- 
mat. Major one Is in replicating pre-recorded cas- 
settes, All 220 tracks could be laid down at once, 
turning out cassette at 1/220 of real time (vs. real- 
time recording for current cassettes). Maximum of 
17 sec. is required to access any material on cas- 
sette, and all 220 tracks are digitally indexed. We 
ound indexing feature extremely simple & convenient. 
ight of unit demonstrated was 17.8 lb. 


At CES, Toshiba will show 3 “concepts” of future 
Aodels, including one in combination with CCD 
camera (Toshiba says its own CCD color camera 

will be ready in 2-3 years). LVR was invented by 
Norikazu Sawazaki, credited with inventing helical- 
scan recorder. Cassette measures 5.3x 1.45.5 
in. Toshiba says current specs are subject to change, 
that it's exploring metal tape, longer playing time, 
different speeds, etc. 


First, picture quali 


Consumer Electronics Personals 


Frank Lann, recently resigned as GTE Enter- 
tainment Products Group (Sylvania-Philco) vp-gen. 
mgr, (Vol. 19:22 pi4), named Magnavox senior vp 
responsible for operations in Greeneville, Tenn. 
replacing John Fauth, resigned... Nate Aram retires 
as Zenith consumer affairs yp; Harry Schecter re- 
tires as pres., Zenith of N. Y., succeeded as chief 
exec. by Joseph Keller, former vp-asst. to pres 
noW exec. vp-gen. mer. ‘ 


Shoichiro Amikura advanced at 
from Consumer Products Div. sagt eaters ior 
vp-gen. mgr. of new Consumer Electronics Diy.: 
Tilcuji Awazu, former Toshiba Japan calculator ex- 
port mgr., appointed vp-gen. mgr. of new Home Ap- 
pliance Div. & L. A. branch gen. mgr.; they assume 
responsibilities of Taizo Nishimuro, former CEPD 
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vp-gen. mgr., who is returning to Japan 
Electronic Component Dept. mgr... Th 

promoted at GE TV Business Dept. from 
planning mgr. to new product developme: 
Mike Tsurumi, ex-Sony Canada, named 
(U.S.) mdsg. & engineering vp, succeeding 
Ishida, returning to Sony Japan Video Grou 


A.R. (Biff) Gale appointed pres., | 


) 
iw 


product mgr... Phil Woltz named Ex 
national sales mgr... Lew DeBise joins 
cepts as national sales mgr...John 
Gusdorf, appointed Bush Industries sales dir 


duties for personal reasons, is ex 
assigned within RCA...Dan Groupe, e 
Tongue, appointed Dormeyer Indu sti 
mgr. “* 
Satellite Week Being Lat 
Satellite Week, new weekly ne 
lished by Television Digest Inc., is 
ed to provide complete and timely « 
the dramatically growing satellite 
tions field. Satellite Week will 
and international regulation of s2 
ratone involved, technological de 
interest to top management, dor 
international programs, key per 
For full details, see enclos 
your subscription on enclos: 
no money; we'll bill you later. 
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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 


sales to dealers (total market), from EIA, for week ended May 25 (21st week of 1979): 
Sales _ 


May 1978 % May 5 mo, 5 mo. % 
19-25 week change 12-18 1970 1978 change 
Foal TV =a 250,573 277,145 -9.6 228,669 5, 825,416 5,730,880 +1.6 
lorie 164,166 175,558 6.5 183,631 3,632,413 3.659/690 -0.9 
cnochrome.... 86,407 101,587 -14.9 95,038 2,193,003 2,071,190 +5.9 
ee a. 8, 898 ~ - 5,627 146,944 = 111,151 +32.2 
poet eadio hee 988,501 1,065,578 -7.2 745,894 14,724,427 16,257/041 -9.4 
Teame, portable . 729,605 783/911 -6.9 491,659 9,000,551 10,878,443 -17.3 
BREAD oc 96,269 131,002 -26.5 92,417 2,485,935 3.197°750 -22.3 
FM & FM-AM. 633,336 652,909 =3.0 399,242 6 ,514'616 7,680,693 -15,2 
<6. ee 258,896 281,667 -8.1 254,235 5,723,876 5,378,798 46.4 


Color TV 5-week moving average: 1979-165, 526; 1978-176, 983 (down 6.5%). 


Record for period. 


EO IS STAR OF BIGGEST CES: Videodises & videocassette recorders of present & future 
vrovided major excitement at biggest Consumer Electroni 


cs Show in history last week in Chi- 
cago. Attendance officially was put at 60,824, up from la 


st year's record 55,343, with first- 
day crowds jamming main -floor aisles to standstill, forcing sho 


Ww management to tear down 
entry barrier to create new exits. . 


Exhibit creating greatest impact and drawing biggest crowds was Magnavox’ 
lay devoted entirely to Magnavision videodisc Player & MCA Discovision discs —providing first 
3 aint to videodisc for majority of the 60,824. Although Magnavision is for sale only in 

Relanta & Seattle, there was method in Magnavox's approach. It distributed "letters of intent"’ 


to non-Magnavox dealers attending, pointing out Magnavision was available only to its dealers, 


and at last week's end was still counting forms indicating interest in taking on Magnavox line, 


2 biggest attention-getters at show were Toshiba's LVR and Texas Instruments' home 
ae ironically, none of the 3 stars of show was available to dealers. Dozen new VCRs 
Se shown publicly for first time —including 5-hour Betas & 6-hour VHSs—most of them 


loaded with extras. CES also marked mass debut of home color cameras with 2/3" vidicon 


pickup tubes, now down to just over 3 lb., and most selling below $1, 000 with zoom & thru-lens . 
viewfinders. - 


S large dis- 


; +3. a 
pening day was madhouse. with waits up to an hour for registration, Crowds were on — 

hand ea Tues. as well, before tapering off Wed. Video equipment in general drew biggest ‘ 
attention, particularly new VCRs. As show returnees after absence, Sony & none A 8 Ca 
traffic, though how much was buying interest and how much curiosity Nae teets = ais etern ee 
As always, Panasonic & Sanyo were busy, Sanyo booth in particular seeming | © be wt Evins pray 
was most of time. Sharp calculator line drew crowds, but for first time Se : ase a7 
waiting to play video games of pinball machines, indicating novelty had worn off. Among ot 

show highlights: 


« Inn suite showed excellent pi 
C videodisc; Private demonstrations at McCormick Inn suite showed | pete 
ee grooveless capacitance discs (JVC calls them sec enpconuel Ne wD 
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tentions of Matsushita-d y C camp. i ¢ di di | m 
S Cc arm O t pr ess ng oO audio sc mManufg * d 

e . ld mas ter discs in al., fr 1 Ul ; ae 
JVC indicated it cou ; ; any ¢ manufacture, Basic player pr ice goal is $400-$509 © 


saying its discs were easies x am 
cluding visible fast search which scans disc in 12 sec, Optional "'trick untt"' (about $59 ¢4™ 4) 
g vis : reverse, freeze. Deluxe high-end machine ($690 —$A00) could havens x 


permits slow motion, 
control permitting random access. 
JVC player is operated in almost exactly same way as no RE player, whieh | 
resembles physically. "Caddy" enclosing disc looks very ie ike ; s version, prom i 
more rumors of some sort of RCA -JVC alliance. Cone on repor = was altering y.) sl 
system, delaying it for modification or compromising with Sr en acturers ings to 
RCA said at week's end only that it was ‘proceeding at full speed to introduce the RCA g ae tc 
Pioneer gave demonstrations of MCA industria) yal: 


vision videodisc system.'’ At its exhibit, RS 
disc system in special room, promising consumer version late this year. (For other den = 


PCM audio converter would be about $400-$500 extra “SQ 


hardware developments at CES, see Pp. 12). Fe 
Video programming: Exhibitor who wasn't there—Columbia Pictures, listed in dipseps \ 
MAUD 


 soltware news of show in joint announcement with Time.qy 
cassettes through Time -Life Video Club, to be kick ad alt 
ith fulfillment handled by Time subsidiary Book~of-tha a) of 


but not attending —made bigges 
Films of major venture into movie 
Sept. with national ad campaign, W 


Club, Columbia initially will supply about 20 films—and there's good chance these will baju ™ 
lighted by 1978 hit ''Close Encounters of 3rd Kind,"' Other possibilities include "Cheap wi 
tive,'' 'Bridge on the River Kwai,"' ''From Here to Eternity,'' ''Odessa File,” "Shampoo, ga) ™ 


ie maker is expected this week. 


lar move from another major mov 


Major video program distributors agreed their market had turned soft this spring, py 
said activity has been accelerating in last couple weeks. Nevertheless, Magnetic Video (i 
cut distributor-dealer costs about 15% for June 1-July 31, and Allied Artists Video {g Unday 
stood to have somewhat similar ''show special'’ program. MVC introduced 47 new title 
AA added 14 Basil Rathbone Sherlock Holmes movies. About 30 videocassette program 
were segregated in newly added basement ''concourse level'' at McCormick Place, al . 
some projection TV companies and other small exhibitors. Open exhibition of porno cases 
there quickly earned this display space nickname "snake pit." , 


TV receivers: Henry Kloss demonstrated 6. 5-ft. Novabeam 2-piece projection Ty jf 
lighted room with excellent results, was unmatched in his low suggested retail price of $9) 
for bright 3-tube set. Kloss Video was interviewing dealers, will select 100-300, starts s 
ping sets late this month or early next, plans eventual output of 100 weekly. Unit has} re 
chassis, random remote. Advent showed its first single-piece projection set, with 5-ft, ; 
for delivery in fall at about $4,000, with random remote, 2 video & 2 RF inputs (fo - VCR. 
videodisc players, games, etc.). Its standard 2-piece Model 760 is being closed out, will 

Gplaced by new 761, with claimed brightness increase of 85%, first set to use U.S. Prac| 
lens. ie 


In conventional TV, there was little on-floor excitement as dealers were already comm 
) major lines, and independent importers and Taiwan & Korea manufacturers had II mites 
availability, thanks to quotas. As expected, Taiwan & Korean lines were sharply upgradet 
Show was debut for JVC & Unisonic color mini-combos. Proliferation could make minis 
bos a problem area; if everyone brings in what was shown, there could be severe ov 
4th-quarter dumps. ~~. 


Prsupn 
Audio; Show was disaster for most major compact & console m ‘whose booth 
Sparse attendance. Smaller, newer firms on agaeiloohe level seeniedl taint raatk 
than big boys on mall, but even there buying seemed to be minimal, reflecting gene 
lower inventories. There appeared to be no major price cuts —not even among hi- ’ 
also suffering from excess competition, inventory cutbacks and brand proliferati Dar 


of age of metal cassette tape was met with littl aed hunt 
here digital technology (see p. 9). ttle enthusiasm, presumably eclipse d by not-q 


Computers & games: TI computer made widely heralded debut, and while jury fe stil 


* 


ac Di 


> a. 
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majorit 
j C 
hy J direct ay 
Jam short shir 
who may 
lel new nam 
Do Quasar in 


e for language translators—were hit, d 


now 
4 shrift ' 
Bip to balance 


fyab conclusion by admitting general public, 
My owen 


jo CALM BEFORE STORM: CES audio mood 
quietly confident even while rumbles of digital 
DP thunder sounded in distance—Philips digital audio 
Risc demonstration (Vol. 19:23 p13) and ELA-Japan 
= eement on PCM audio adaptor standards. Trend 
} BS audio M's—metal tape, microprocessors & 
Ma 0 ini-components —rushed forward headlong at CES, 
5 Sth virtually all cassette deck suppliers showing 
EP metal tape decks to minimum of observable interest. 
ne Nakamichi showed half-speed cassette deck, dbx 
R jemonstrated encoded noise-reduction system for 
/ discs. 
EIA-Japan committee on PCM audio adaptors 
has set 44,056 kHz-sampling frequency and 14 bit- 
suantization standards, but Sony unit designed to 
meet them didn't appear at CES despite introduction 
St L.A. AES. Sharp & Toshiba showed new PCM 
daptors meeting standards but neither has made 
marketing plans, while JVC announced $2,500 price 
Win its unit. New adaptors will work with either Beta 
ior VHS VCRs while non-standard $4,400 Sony unit 
Wniroduced last year (Vol. 18:45 p11) is compatible 
only with Beta. 


Pervasiveness of metal tape influence was an ac- 
Pcepted fact on CES floor as many manfacturers showed 
entire lines of metal-compatible decks. But dealer 
saction was skeptical rather than euphoric—some 

aw metal tape as gimmick to obsolete cassette deck 
es while others worried about probable continuing 
hortages of software. 3M's Don Rushin said tape 
jemand had been much greater than expected and that 
M would stick with C48 & C60 cassette lengths. In 
micro-components, JVC unveiled $500 tuner & $600 
Integrated amp while Randix showed first micro- 
seygequalizer ($100) and Toshiba showed $550 micro- 

"= feomponent cassette deck, Best example of continuing 
S0Rimicroprocessor revolution was $400 Optonica pro- 
Mgrammable turntable designed to play & repeat rec- 
brd cuts and parts of cuts; new Aiwa programmable 
Mas straight-line tracking. 


BSR subsidiary dbx demonstrated noise-reduc- 
Mine disc encoding system claimed to provide 50% 
Wereater dynamic range and virtually eliminate surface 
holse. Demonstration produced comments such as 
Hsounds like digital,’ Company is re-mastering 25 
bums for fall release, has about 15 labels signed 
ip, plans to announce participation of at least 10 more 
fecord companies in next few months. Decoder for 
ijmboth discs & dbx-encoded tapes costs $109, and dbx 


y opinion seemed to be that it was anticlim; " 

, of small business -hobby market or bowardloe Home computers"! 
ft from showgoers. Non-video games were 
have been burned once too often by non -det weet be qeattione 


ction was surprisingly good for calculator & wate 
Stabilized into commodities, h marketer 


B® to cope with inevitable new demands that selence 
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ery & price cuts, 


Handheld " 
is Computerg!!— ) 
addition to Craig & Lexicon (See p, (Sone im oversized ver one & | 


sions by Panasonic & 


Se SS, ee ee 


is now negotiating with hi-fi maka 
rs to include de- 
coders in their tape decks for both disc & tape use. 


Other noise reduction unit debuti at show was 
AEG-Telefunken system (Vol. 19:19 pio) which 
appeared as feature on new $1,300 half-speed Naka- 
michi cassette deck, Nakamichi Spokesman declined 
comment on whether company had obtained permission 
from N.V. Philips to market 15/16 ips cassette for- 
mat. Superscope showed $90 & $110 half-speed 
portable cassette recorders. Meanwhile » Dolby 
announced headroom extension system for Dolby-B 
noise reduction system. Extension increases price 


a nyaram by 1/3, could be ready for production by 
pt. 


CES Audio Conference was sparsely attended. 
FTC's Jeffrey Harris told audience of 4 possible 
trouble spots in audio industry: Warranties, product 
defects, amplifier power rules, FTC rulemaking on 
franchising & business practices, In panel discussion, 
Pioneer's Jack Doyle said hope of depressed com- 
pact market lies in advertising; Technics' Jim Parks 
advised dealers to look for new markets for mini- 
components—such as people living in dorms, apart- 
ments, evén vans; speaker manufacturer Bud Fried 
pointed out profitability of audiophile retailing. 
Motorola's Larry Jones warned that Detroit's down- 
sizing was largest single problem of car stereo 
manufacturers, Way-out audiophile exhibits at Pick 
Congress Hotel included $400 consumer real-time 
analyzer with LED readout from Audio Control and 
loudspeaker form Plasmatronics, using hot lavender 
plasma gas to create massless driver. 


New audio component lines which jammed Mc- 
Cormick Place floor included Fisher, with 5 new 
2-speed cassette decks $250-$500 (2 with metal tape 
capability), 17 new compact systems, and new $140 
speaker; Akai, with 4 new receivers, 4 metal tape 
cassette decks, 4 integrated amps, 3 tuners and one 
turntable; Hitachi, with 2 new receivers, $200 & 
$250, 3 turntables $160, $200 & $795, 2 integrated 
amps $250 & $450, $370 tuner, $400 metal tape 
cassette deck, Superscope reportedly is considering 
getting back into treacherous compact business, may 
test market line of compacts under Marantz brand 
name. 


Meanwhile, autosound industry seemed in limbo 
at CES—collectively holding its breath before pre- 
dicted shakeout. Number of autosound suppliers re- 
mained stable but fewer new products were introduced. 


> i 
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CES TV LINES: Bohsei, now offering TV from 
Taiwan's Aoc (successor to Admiral Taiwan) had 
hottest promotional TV pricing at show. In addition 
sortables, Bohsel was displaying 25" consoles for 
to P delivery. Line is short, all open list (prices 
Aw: stimates); 13" color at $275, 19" color at 
Bor b&w 12" AC $85 & $90, 12"-AC-DC at $90 & 
t95. 5'' FM-AM b&w combo at $130. But legal ac- 
‘ion involving AOC and its U.S. sales agent clouded 


picture (see p. 10). 


Taiwan's Tatung broadened TV line in expecta- 
tion of opening new market territories this year, 
Displayed at CES was prototype of programmable 19" 
color which company said could be in market by 
year's end, To duck low-price image, Tatung's 
suggested lists run high, by $10-$20 on most color, 
$5-$10 on b&w. All color models, and all b&w ex- 
cept 19'' & 12" leaders, accept $10 adaptor which 
feeds simulated stereo TV audio to hi-fi system. 
Color starts with mechanically tuned 13" at $360 & 
$390, unit with 12-button electronic ladder tuner is 
$410, with infra-red 12-channel random-access 
remote at $500; 15'' remote is $530; 19" opens at 
$490, with step at $510, version with remote & 12- 
button on-set tuning is $600; 25" mechanically tuned 
console is $740, furniture model with remote un- 
priced. Tatung b&w starts with 12" AC-only at 
$107, $109 & $113, AC-DC at $165; 19" are $175 
& $191. 

Sampo has extended warranty labor coverage to 
year on new 13'' remote, 2 high-end 19". Color line 
starts with 9" at $360; 13" are $300 & $330, high- 
end 6-function remote with 12-channel electronic 
tuner at $420; 19'' starts at $380, steps to $400 & 
$430, remote at $520. In b&w, 9'' AC-DC is $110; 
12'' AC-only are $95 & $100, with 12" AC-DC at 
$105 & $115; sole 19" is $160. B&w mini-combos: 
3" with multiband radio & cassette $250; 5" with 
FM-AM & LCD clock $220, Sampo has put tentative 

under-$900 price on 3-screen TV first demonstrated 
at Jan, CES and due for late fall delivery. Price is 
about $100 above target, which is same amount price 
on Sharp's 17"' "dualyision" picture-in-picture ex- 
ceeded original estimate. That unit is now $1,100 
(Vol. 19:21 p12). 


Unisonic, pioneer in b&w mini-combo marketing, 
entered color with 5'' FM-AM at $730, FM-AM-cas- 
sette at $900, both made by Japan's Orion. Sets 
could retail for about $200 under list. Also shown 
was pocket 2" b&w FM-AM combo, with European 
TV reception capability, at $330. 


Gold Star showed full color line at CES, although 
import quota means limited availability. Retail 
pricing (our estimates); Color 13" leader $310, step 
at $320, version with 12-channel ladder electronic 
tuner is $370, similar model with infra-red remote 
$410; 19" opens at $350, step with 12-channel tuner 
$430, remote $480. B&w starts with 9" AC-DC at 
$100; 12'' AC-only is $95 & $100, AC-DC at $100 
& $105; 19" is $160. 


Hitachi had price adjustments from partial line 
up which appeared here earlier (Vol. 19:23 p12). 
Full rundown: Color 5" with on-screen scan-search 
tuning, due in Nov., is still unpriced; 9’ AC-DC 
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$400; 12° open (about $350); 


with on-set 12- 15" & 17” remotes 


channel laddor tuners due tr 
$500 & $560; leader 19" ig open ($430), ntoparanad 


Awe 70. Other 19", all due in fall: $480, with 
si on la ider tuner $530, electronic-tuned infra- 
ed remote with on-set scan tuning 1s $600, remote 
with on-set ladder tuner is $640, high-end with on- / 
Set scan tuning plus dual-mode (scan or random- 
access) remote is $700. In b&w, 5" AC-DC is $160; 
8" AC-DC la $120, version due in July is $126, 
model with swivel base & timer is $165; 12" AC- 
only is open ($100), with AC-DC at $140, 


Sanyo's full color line 
earlier), starts with 13" 
$360, $400 for remote with one-\knob on-set tuner 
$430 for remote with 12-button on-set tuner: 15" 
leader is $370, remote with 12-button on-set tuning 
$460; 19" leader $340, steps at $360 & $380, version 
with one-button color control $400, model with room 
light sensor $440; first 19" with electronic tuning 
(12-button) is $470, with step at $490; remote with 
one-knob on-set tuner $500, with 12-button on-set 
tuner $540, high-end with VIR, on-set & hand-held 
random-access keyboard remote is $600. In b&w, i} 
12" AC-only models are $80, $90 & $100, AC-DC at 
$110; 16" is $135, 19" is $160, Mini-combos are i} 


2.5" FM-AM-LCD clock at $300, 4"! FM-AM-cas_ 
sette at $400, : ono cam 


(new models announced 
at $300, steps at $340, 


GE enters home security field with table-top 
ultrasonic intrusion alarm at $70, adds pair of 
electronic digital alarm clocks at $27 for basic 


model, $33 for step-up with dual alarms day-month 
display, touchbutton controls. b 


——e 

Sinclair lost money on micro-T'V last year, due 
in large part to unsuccessful sales effort in U.S., is 
seeking buyer or joint-venture operating partner for 
that segment of its business, according to Managing 
Dir, Michael Pye. U.K. firm, which is 72% govt.- 
owned, is introducing new version of 2'' pocket TV 
designed to sell for half $400 list of current model. 
U.S, Commerce Dept. import figures show only 20, - 
000 micros were imported from U.K, last year, and 
this year 6,000 entered, all in March, presumably 
for April discount promotion by mail-order marketer 
JS&A. Sinclair isn't actively selling TV here now, 
didn't exhibit at CES, 


EIA Consumer Electronics Group representatives 
had 'friendly'' initial meeting with IHF leaders (Vol. 
19:23 p13) at CES last week to discuss merger of 2 
groups. IHF spokesman said only "technical" details 
were left to consider. Meanwhile, IHF filed com- 
ments at FCC hitting NTIA suggestions for de- 
creasing FM bandwidth (Vol, 19:21 p10) to create 
spectrum space for minority stations. IHF called 
NTIA bandwidth -reduction suggestions ‘unnecessary, 
counterproductive and technically incomplete." 


Finnish & French capacitor paper is being dumped 
in U.S., Treasury ruled, sending cases to International 
Trade Commission for investigation of whether less- 
than-fair-value sales have injured U.S. paper makers. 
Treasury said shipments of paper by Tervakoski Oy 
of Finland were found to have dumping margins of 
2% to 44%, ararseeice 18%, while paper from France's 
Bollore had 48, 7% to 163.8% margins, average 17. Tb. 
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’ s(l- " { 
§: Toshiba's Iittle fixed-heac 
VERSATILE NEW VCR tos 


19:29 p14) unquestionabl 


LVR (Vol A, 
attraction at CES, even though there's no ets, 
availability date or final form for unit, MS a 
Toshiba has been forecasting it will become new low 


Beta series, inventor Norl= 
at Toshiba's formal unveil- 
ing, called it "the 2nd generation in VTRs,”" and said 
that after "several more developmental steps. - awe 
expect this unit to become the most advanced & least 
expensive VCR on the market.” 

BASF, which is building big plant in Cal. to, 
produce own LVR, declined comment on Toshiba's 

BASF plans to show PAL version in 


recorder. 
Europe this summer, NTSC in U.S. next year. 


Major difference between the 2 machines is that 
BASF's changes tape direction at end of each track, 
while Toshiba's uses endless-loop cassette, head 
switching from one track to next without any change 
in tape speed or direction, 


CES saw record number of new VCRs. Interms 
of sheer features, Sharp's entry with its first VHS 
unit was most auspicious. Recorder has 2- & 6-hour 
record/playback, is MPU-programmable for 7 pro- 
grams, 7 channels, 7 days, features "Automatic 
Program Locator Device’ (APLD) for cueing & quick 
access to up ta 99 places on tape, LED tape-remain- 
ing indicator, sleep timer, backup battery for time 
& program memory, LCD readout, front cassette 
loading. Wired remote controls pause and has button 
for APLD cueing. Market-by-market {ntroduction 
will start in Oct. at $1,395 list "with full 30% dealer 
margin," 


Also entering VCR with VHS unit was Akai, 
whose Activideo portable surprisingly is single-speed 
(2-hour) model, to hit key markets (L. A., Chicago, 
Houston, Atlanta) this fall at $1,495 (recorder $1,125, 
tuner-timer $370). Recorder unit weighs 15 1b. with 
battery. Tuner-timer can be set to record up to 2 
programs daily for up to 7 days, but won't change 
channel. Unit has double & quadruple-speed visible 
fast-forward, variable speed slow, still-frame, 
records 60 min. on battery charge. 


JVC, which has been confined to single-speed 
(2-hour) VHS units since pioneering field, introduced 
deluxe 2-speed (2- & 6-hour) model with 4 heads (2 
r each speed) to avoid compromising quality of 
ording & playback. It's programmable for 6 

lows 7 days in adyance. Remote control provides 
il, variable slow motion, double- & triple-speed 
back. Due in Sept., it's unpriced. 


end VCR stepping up to 
kazu Sawazaki, speakin 


Sanyo programmable Beta has 2 speeds (5-hour 
5), can be set for up to 5 shows in week, has re- 
ote control with pause, start-stop, fast search in 
forward & reyerse, variable slow motion, stop 
action, frame-by-frame advance. Also included is 
triple-speed motion, Price is $1,495. Non-pro- 
grammable 5-hour machine with mechanical tuner 
is $1,095. 


Toshiba introduced 5-hour programmable Bet 
at about $1,400 with 3-program-per-week racerdiie 
freeze-frame, visible fast-forward & reverse. ’ 
Hitachi showed unpriced lightweight portable similar 
to the one being offered under RCA label (Vol, 19:21 


i} 
JUNE 4 ’ 4 

i dh) 
p§). Panasonic displayed 3-speed (6-hour el 
yr its leader VCR at $1,095, O-hour prog ) Ver tiag 


at $1,295, unpriced 6-hour portable, tee | < 
| jas 


f 


Color cameras are becoming smaller ang), 
priced, thanks to use of 2/3" vidicons, Re. with 


' 


ones at CES: From JVC, 3.1-lb. unit with 3: P ofle 
zoom, thru-lens finder, $850; with 6-1 zoom, fe coml 
$1,000; with electronic viewfinder, 5-1 po a 
$1,150, From Akal, 3.2-lb, low-light oe \ f 
4-1 zoom, through-lens finder at $750-$809, wi tride 
Sharp, electronic-viewfinder model with 6-7 Frog | Eros 
$1,395. From Sanyo, deluxe color camerag re | eda 
optical or electronic viewfinder, fixed or erg ae 
lens. * on rat 
CES VIDEO CONFERENCE: Video Conference v, keyt 
only CES talkfest to draw heavy attendance, | inet poal 
lights: ai upt 
Videodisc; Magnavox Vp Robert McCart : a 
that while Magnavision players should be ay end 
nationally in 1980, order backlog should oxte 
eral years beyond that. People with profess 
business interest are main player purchaser Mat 
straight consumers 4 distant 3rd, he said, boa 
tention that introduction of dise players hagn vid 
pered VCR sales was supported by Henry F bee 
cor 


representing Atlanta dealer Rich's. In late 
seminar, Freedman said store has shipp 
vision players all over world, accepts ord 
first-come basis, and customer can expect to w 
30-40 days for delivery. : ox 
VCR: Programmables currently make up § 


of RCA's sales mix, could rise to 60% by yea: Ke 
said Vp Jack Sauter. He declined forecs 


bles, said "it's going to take a genuine effa 

vince the public" of their utility. Market h a 
unit annual potential if consumer looks on Br 
something other than tradeoff for home ¢ 

consumer sees portables also will deter fi 
of color camera market, he noted. At re cc 
Columbia Video's Gene Kahn said low-end. fo 
with optical viewers are "totally useless" | Pp 
home taping. VCR equipment sales are et vi 
healthy, he said, noting his store moved | tr 
cameras in first 5 months this year, a 5 


1978, said cassette-to-VCR sales ratio’ 
ning 28-1, against 17-1 last year. - 


TV: Sharp Vp Charles Daigneault pred! 
color sales would top 10 million again this 
and "this could even be a better year than la 
Clouding sales picture, including growth of 
inventory reduction, he said. Daigne 
tice of reducing TV margins to offse 
‘is a sickness of our industry," and 
situation indicates consumers will pa 
for what they want. McCarthy predict 
for TV will be available in about 4 yea 
Sauter took more cautious approach, 8: 
would provide feature, but only if const 


Games & computers: There's be ur 
in programmable video games, according to J 
Vp Don Kingsboro, who said firm has old a 
many games & cartridges in 5 mont | 
first 10 last year. “2 
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E: Long-awaited introduction 

COMPUTERS FIN proved to be anticlimax at CES 
of TI hom! TI booth drew crowds, but industry & 
jast week. -tion to unit was lukewarm. Debut, along 
dealer Ten RCA entries (Vol. 19:23 p13), served to 
with Al mation from questionable health of home 
deflec hes market F 
compe -t plus for TI seems to be software car- 

Biggest P break consumer in gently to world of 
tridges whi >, TI announced deal whereby Milton- 
ram market $20 game software cartridges 
Bradley W} ter, But TI minuses outweighted 
for its Saat ey experts were dismayed to learn 
[5908 doesn't have standard 53-key typewriter 


roe 


that TI vf but smaller, cheaper “staggered qwerty" 
gee video game -computer executive summed 
Boards oa: "it's missing some essence that a go- 
up rea . 


ave.'' It does 
.4 home computer should have.” [ 
beeping $1 150 price tag, placing it in high- 
Ae ae computer field with Apple & Compucolor,. 
end Ni 


tow APF computer is "docking"’ unit similar to 

aS mat in which video game "marries" key- 
Mattel ‘orm nal unit. Big difference is that Mattel 
poard Sern has yet to reach market while APF has 
uote Waale for year. Software for $500 game- 
peer 43 r combination has unique ‘'time-response 
compu ah *'' function which adjusts difficulty level 
ee A according to response time of user, 
of Sot Wstro-Optics' Victor Gold said that RCA 
RCA E speraitay introduced at CES isn't intended to 
aaa -market item but inexpensive computer 
fexible enough for wide range of personal & small - 
business applications. 


Conspicuously absent were Bally & Videobrain, 
although Bally advertised new cartridges for pro- 
grammable video game (Vol. 19:20 p12), 


her computer action, Hong Kong video game 
eee dropped plans to produce "Samson T 
computer (Vol. 19:3 p12) while Mego announced its 
joint computer project with Signetics (Vol. 19:21 
p13) will be delayed until 1980 at earliest. Cyber~ 
vision has redesigned ''2001"' home computer for 
trimmer typewriter appearance; Montgomery Ward 


should receive new $400 model in time for Christmas. 


akness of home computer market is evidenced 
by pacading of some units to appeal to small-busi- 
ness market. Apple & Exidy offered new peripherals 
& services for business. Interact is redoubling ef- 
fort to escape image of glorified video game, an- 
nounced dealer training & maintenance programs, 
At National Computer Conference in N.Y., Radio 
Shack introduced $3, 500 TRS-80 for small business. 


ional media are beginning to take note of 
Miientise in home computer market. First salyo 
was shockwave -producing Wall St. Journal article 
(Vol, 19:21 p13). Second came last week in form of 
N.Y. Times & Business Week articles with pessi- 
mistic outlook on growth of home computer business, 


Programmable video game st OF nae 
seat to home computer news at CES. ari lowere 
price of programmable game $10 to $180. At Video 


Conference, Atari Sales & Mktg, Vp Don Kingsborough 


Said company had sold more programmables in first 


5 months of 1979 than first 10 months of 1978. Mattel 


~ NE Plip, 


Consolidation was order 
of d. 
Craig, Panasonic & asar had at 
Friends/Amig handheld langu 


ter. Craig & Lexicon offered custom module prod- 
TI voice Synthesizer 


y in handheld field. 
splays with 


uction services, 
translator was pr 
estimate (module 
dry monotone as 
experimental ho 


talks in same 
Sharp displayed 


me computer -mini-combo; 3" baw 


48 monitor for flipout computer ke 
pad. Chafitz announced plans f XS 
chess -checkers -back 4 TEAS Partahts 


0 


manufacturers conc 
Promoting key models, gucentrated.on 


Color sales for month were at annual rate of 
10.46 million, according to our Seasonal-adjustment 
factors, up substantially from low of 9.87 million in 
April but well below the 11.46 million of March, 
Five-month sales ran at 10. 41-million rate, 


Color inventories continued to be well under con- 
trol, manufacturers being prepared to jam on brakes 
at any sign of buyer resistance (not manifest so far). 
Distributor-plus-factory inventories at end of May 
totaled about 2,515,000 sets, up 1.9% from year 
earlier and 5. 6% from end of April, Factory inven- 
tories at 1,528,000 were up 2.2% both for year & 
for month, while distributors’ stocks totaled 987,500, 
up 1.5% in year and 11.3% in month. 


Home VCR sales registered 2nd consecutive 
month of decline from year earlier—down 6. 2% after 
21. 7% drop in April—but still were up 32. 2% from 
last year for first 5 months. Despite sales dip, in- 
ventories declined, factory-plus-distributor stocks 
at end of May being down 7.2% from year earlier and 
10. 8% from end of April, factory inventories down 
0.9% & 7.4%, distributor 21.3% & 21.6%. Big ship- 
ments of new models are beginning to arrive from 
Japan, and next few months should determine whether 
sales drop represents slump in demand or in supply. 


Here are EIA's figures on consumer electronics 
sales to dealers for May, with 1978 & 1977 com- 
parisons (for year-to-date, see State of the Industry); 


Product May 1979 
Total TV.......- 1,025,798 1,041,606 -1.5 796,638 
cL a "651,462 673,632 © --3.3 «489,378 
monochrome.,,. 374,336 «967,074 +1.7 307,260 
Home'VCR ....-.. 26,270 27,994 -6.2 =e 
Total radio. ..... 2,988,066 3,147,824 -5,1 3,557.01 
home, portable .. 1,939,939 2,004,371 -7.4 iain) 387 
AM-only...4-- $70,280 492,180 -24.8 a3s, 078 
FM! “AM... 1,569,080 1,602,191 =2.0 ‘1,8 367 
autlo,.....+-.+. 1,048,127 1,053,453 -0.5 1,065, 


14 TELEVISION DIGEST 
RADIO ‘STANDARDS! FLAP: Broadcasters a 
i D ce to 

ac ars to seating at CES Inst week tc 
radio manufacturers to mee : = 
tell them about NAB's “radio performance siancerss 
—system of grading radio receivers for benefit 0 
Radio manufacturers stayed away in 


consumers. : = ve 
droves, and those who attended expressed re oe of 
ment at what they 5aw as interference in ae 8 
ne i yever 1ere 

ves. By time meeng ended, how , 
nen (1) Broad- 


be some agreement that: 
caster-manufacturer dialog was useful, should be 
(2) Industry -wide effort should be ini- 
transmission & reception into com= 


appeared to 


expanded. 
tiated to bring 
patibility. 

Of some 30 attending open 
theater in Chicago's McCormick Place, nearly half 
were NAB representatives—including top engineering 
officials & executives. NAB engineer Christopher 
Payne outlined proposed system to grade AM & FM 
receivers as "A," "'B" OF nc" to guide consumers in 
purchases. Chmn. Donald Thurston assured manu- 
facturers that NAB wasn't seeking confrontation, but 
cooperation. inVe're not here to do battle with people 
who are very important to us," 


Payne said preliminary test showed that while 
FM sections of receivers might be very good, AM 
sections had "significant falloff at 3 kHz." Receiver 
makers in audience acknowledged that they deliberately 
roll off highs because of station spacing, to prevent 
nighttime & fringe-area interference. Broadcasters 
said they had been pre-emphasizing high end to 
compensate for rolloff, and receivers & transmitters 
were becoming increasingly incompatible. 


meeting in large 


Although there was agreement among receiver 
makers that AM radios probably would improve after 
FCC authorizes AM stereo, broadcasters pointed 
out AM is capable of frequency response up to 15 
kHz, and monophonic radios ought to be better now. 
Motorola's Norman Parker suggested that entire 
problem be referred to Joint Committee on Intersociety 
Cooperation (JCIC, which coordinates engineering 
activities of EIA, IEEE, NAB, SMPTE and other 
industry groups), rather than remaining an exclus- 
iyely NAB activity. After meeting, Thurston told 
us: “We'll accept JCIC if it comes out that way. But 
e won't let go of this. We'll find a way that together 
can come up with same standard," 

——_q-—__—_——_- 

| Magnavision videodisc players are bustin’ out 

over, even though marketing is confined officially 
to Atlanta & Seattle. Video Wholesalers, Miami, 
recently advertised them in 1/4-page Miami Herald 
ad for $1,095 each and claims to have sold out stock 
of 100, most of them transshipped from Atlanta. 
Many are re-transshipped to Latin America, com- 
pany believes, Prices being asked by transshippers 
for $695-list players are coming down, from "$10,000 

’ 
Byeros ‘dase in N.Y. Times classified ad last Dec. 
' 

Eee erry ra kag OL 00 ate 
Video Expo/Chicago). Several ads in N.Y. Times 
price player at $1,600, give Seattle phone exchange. 


Audiovox has begun construction of $1, 75 
81, 000-sq. ft. car radio service & ate panidine 
next to Hauppage, N.Y. hq., plans fall completion, 


Consumer Electronics Personals 

Robert Whitehouse, Sharp Consumor pj. 
national sales & mdsg. mgr., adds dutigg: lect 
mgr. of new TV & VTR Div.; William Cats, " 
Irving, both ex-Panasonic, appointed VIR 
sales & mdsg. mgr. and sales & product aig 
mgr. respectively; Cary Shimizu apatite ‘i 
mktg. services mgr.; Robert Gordon namea n- 
Intor Div. national sales mgr., succeeded » Cal 
clair gen. mgr. by Joseph Lagana, advan, 
administrative services mgr... Morton F 
senior vp post at Sony to join new consulate , 
operation at Warner Communications, —_ 


Richard O'Brion promoted at U.S, yey. 

to exec. vp, mktg...Seth Willenson advances hy 
corporate Selectavision videodisc operation \ 
feature films program dir. to program dir os | 
Kandel, ex-Warner Cable, appointed spec la 
dir.; Albert Malang, one-time CBS, name 
conversion dir., responsible for pre-m 
tivities..-Alan Secor, ex-Northern Teléco 
well, joins Mattel Electronics as operatio 
Morton Handel promoted at Coleco from yp 
vp, finance. 


Ken Emmer, ex-Morse & Sharp, named 4 
Div. east region sales mgr... Herbert F 
International, named acting pres. of sub 
replacing Sterling Sander, resigned; Ber 
advanced to JBL finance exec. vp... Pe 
national sales mgr. of new Jensen Car, 
named vp; William Stone joins as mkt; 
Nichols, ex-Xerox, joins Fosgate as n 
mgr...Aaron Neretin resigns as Mer 
azine publisher to form retail & st 
consulting firm, Neretin Assoc. (38 W 
10001), continues as consultant to 
acquired from Billboard by Gralla 
Gary Ingersoll appointed gen. mgr. 
Publishing Technical, Education & 
(H.W. Sams, Bobbs-Merrill). 


John Wood, ex-Jensen, joins Ki 
national sales mgr... Richard Aquilin: 
Kardon & Panasonic, is now mdsg. yp 
Store, Pittsburgh retail chain. . .Gene 
ex-Sankyo & Hitachi, forms Samsco § 
Allen Novick, former TEAC exec. yp 
pres. of L.A. rep. Damark Industries. 

——— 


Consumer video magazines are 
almost as rapidly as video equipm 
ments of new magazines were made 
privately at CES by United Business 
publisher of Videography (monthly m 
fall, probably to be called Home Video) 
Publishing, publisher of Consumer El 
monthly (Video Review, coming this fal 
ton International Communications, pub 
Audio Mirror (1980 Official Video Bu 
be published this fall, become qua: 
These are in addition to Video Maga 
cently changed from quarterly to bimont 
monthly Videophile Magazine and upcot 
covering TV & related fields, to b Pp 
Triangle next year, — 
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yaNUFACTURING & SHE 


STATE OF THE INDUSTRY 
les to dealers (total market) from EIA, for week ended 
| sac ——— 


June 8 (23rq week of 1979): } 
June _—«:1978 % May 26- 1979 1978 \ 
2-8 week change June 1 to date todate change | 
ITV. .++++ 223,471 218,046 49.5 
Tota A Sey 


209;840° 6,258,797 6 196\410 
RE iene) | Suey cenyte = are Fe 
eee ome + 74,404 72,970 org 

m 


3,916,031 0.9 
82,226 2349633 2,210,085 46.4 | 
PERO << S461 974,001 14,0 a,2q0288! |, tessoise NOS 38.3) | \ 
Home dio .... 745,481 874,631 -14.8 1,239,172 16,709,080 18, 184,344 -8.1 | 
Total Fae sable: 504-198) | e4dunaqemiage $99,899 10,504,648 12/359" 633 
| Lee aul oye ee 93,025 131,030 -29.0 


-15.0 
310,460 2,689,420 3/457’ 913 
M & FM-AM 411,173 513,711 20.0 gagiasg que? are 8,894,772 
|e «+ 241,283 220,890) 7 +550) Maapearsiasagi age 5,831,661 46.4 
qutO.»*** 
|e Color TV 5-week moving average: 1979-147,784%. 1973 


147, 428 (up 0.2%), 
sRecord for period. 


YER HIKED TO $775: Just one week after MCA Discovision raised rices | 
MAGNAVISION tents (Vol. 19:25 p7), Magnavox Increase Price of Magnavision videodisc 
of OE from $695 to $775, effective June 22, wy 
player : 


Ove was foreshadowed almost 2 months | 
in statement to us by Magnavox Senior Vp Kenneth Ingram (Vol. 19:19 pg). 
ago in Sté 


ici ibuted increase to "manufacturing cost pressures'’ just as MCA . 
Company eae ee edly high start-up costs. Players & discs officially are on sale 
preceding week famed muem ee ea Aare ve been transshipped to many other areas where 
only in ane up at far higher prices. Marvin Friedman, pres. of Video Wholesalers, Miami, 
Cy ee aie aoid chore’ Chania Beiter On Magnavision players shipped to date at $1,095 | 
a pdeTal but he sells discs at MCA's suggested list. 

fe) . ‘ i 


; i 400 player and a $10-$17 dise are reasonable goals," 
sn oe Bae question, ere was some surprise in industry 6 Se go) A: 

pis reece fixed $695 tag to player which many thought would come in at around $500. 

when a L Pi 


| 

to those of . 

i i f how closely prices of videodisc players could come 

Se aaa Hite mass imarkeMon course, with today's scanty output of players & discs, | 

Le eat aasiees factors of mass marketplace simply don't apply. sti 

alae ts —agreement authorizes 
i d licensee under MCA/Philips patents—ag 

sharpibecame ae apan and market them worldwide. Sharp ae Sears 

Sil Ray ere a Meanwhile, nea eee on Exec. Vp . 
are Schlosser was in England last week on program -hunting expedition, 


RCA spokesman | 


: y been tried extensively up to now, . 
FIRMS IN RENTAL; It hasn't reall eptonorn | 
Caee ee nara inning to get heavy play from program firms. Biggest so | 
Veppeeraagte teeters Cal pe Video Corp. of America's VidAmerica, which has | 
eT on national basis after limited tests. 


Pp y ia exec. 
's strong possibility that Columbia Pictures may go rental Tree sae 

i a : f video-cassette & disc mktg. development is Pownce Be Sr once baa 
fae Rental Network, joint Columbia Pictures-Cartridge TV venture. 


3 up 87¢ last year to $7.25; 
, aided by new 12" market, was 
while tapes rose 71¢ to $7.17. 


era 


7 TELEVISION. DIGEST—~11 
Honea ase FORECASTS: Annual U.S, soles of 
80 milion within next 8 yomay stank casnoten 
Conducted in this country { ree eels to survey 


ec ushted in overall report which fo: ey: fudy 
aoiaae market by 16 experts, Se busta eg 
ATA a ielte Video Inc. Here are ostimates ote 
ww US. sales and forecasts by year (add 000): 
ae VCRs Blank Tape 
ree OD Ce cc $75 11, 120 
ogee cease eee 850 17, 120 
Tee iocreetee ss, 100 25,270 

re ere +++1,500 36, 000 
983,..............2, 100 52, 000 


_In Japan, survey saw VCR penetration eventual 
at 56% of households ca neo Penetration eventual: 
ee Pee ee a0 of 300 families polled” 
t o~ CY plann 7 ) My | IR 
to 4.4 this year To Americans 
Probably most surprising finding was that 44% of 
pepneba hous Vv | said they'd prefer to 
sal So rece category no ee a- 

lable Pin U.s, because past flo pps; 42 ; ' 
home deck; 13% portable, _ > 


WHO SELLS VCR? VCR shoppers apparently are 
abandoning traditional TV-radio-appliance outlets for 
Specialty stores, and unless traditional dealers learn 
how to sell, display & service new, more complex 
products, they're going to lose out on such future 
eter as videodisc systems and projection 

V. So warned Quasar Pres. Alex Stone. 


"Recent studies of where consumers intended to 
buy their VCRs were quite frankly shocking," said 
Stone, citing figures which indicate that "other'! cate- 
gory—mostly specialty stores—may be getting as 
much as 52% of home VCR business. Stone gave these 
figures on where consumers buy electronic products, 
based on purchases & buying intention surveys for 
1978 (‘national chain" purchases are private-label): 


Dealer Color B&W Radio Audio VCR 
National chain. 16% 17% 14% 20% 8% 
Discount..... 10% 16% 30% 29% 12% 
Furniture.... 8% 5% 1% 2%) 14% 
Dept. store... 13% 16% 15% 12%) 
TV-radio.... ae ee st oe) 14% 
Appliance.... 24 
Other....... 8% 9% 22% 27% 52% 


Ad notes; Sony launches largest campaign ever 
for blank audio tape-with trade ads under theme 


| 


‘Electronics Companies 


}2—TELEVISION DIGEST _ 


| Financial Reports of TV 


These ave latent (eper’s as obtai 
» nol available al orets line 


ved doting past week Oash 


Ancealt eapretsed 


in dallars. Pareothenes desote less 


a 
3 4 | Wie Earnings Tee, 
A 


Company & Period Revenues 
au ne t 4 
1979.-year ta May 4 14.6 a0 ; + 
197A-ye to Ma 33 igk AY r ay 
1979-aqt to May }11, 104.9 ) Oot rec 
19 itr. ta May \" 10,127, 956.0 
al 91 
te May 1) 16,910,424 3h 
197: 6 to May 31 in} 1,76 a 
A? 9% a 
tars re 4A 4d Ay 
1978-atr sy J] AA, 34 
~" trie oy \ ? 
. 197 5 aS May. +] 79,669,000 5 82 0,000, 1 gat 
| 7 9 May 3) 64,9 %§ 000 | 4,047,¢ of 7. 
1979-qtr sy 3) 29 095,000 | 1,900,000 “ 
e ; He ; fond 2 
Tk 1] 4,990,000 1, 360 ,' 
1978-qgtr. ¢ My | 
sneral Instrument dees 
| 19 g-qtr May 27 150,48] ,083 10,407,431 } 27 
| 1978qtr May 125,466,082 6,827,576 | .8 
lHarvey Group 8 
1979-atr cr May 5 15,297,000 510,000, 23 
197a-qtr. to April 29 11,635,000 386 ,000 18 
| 
MPO Videotromics : 
1979-6 ma. to April 30! 11,984,290 194 , RA, = 
1978-6 mo. to Apri] 30° 10,836,561 | 3{4,003-| .5 
| 
| SBE | 
1979-6 ma. to April 30 1,841,000 (1,005,000) | — 
1978-6 mo. to April 30 3,508,000 (22,000 
1979-qtr. ta April 30 246 ,000 (967,000 | — 
1978-qtr. ta April 30 | 1,802,000 59,000 a5 


Notes: “Bestated. Dincludes special credit. "Record. 


Consumer Electronics Personals 


Lawrence Hilford, onetime pres. of Columbia 
Pictures-Cartridge TV Inc. venture Cartridge Rental 
Network (Vol. 12:18 p9), leaves Viacom exec. vp 
post to rejoin Columbia as senior vp responsible for 
videocassette & disc mktg. development... Bud 
Barger resigns as TDK national mktg. mgr. to join 
BSR Consumer Products (non-OEM) as sales vp, re- 
placing Jack McMurray, resigned... Robert Sheeran 
hooses early retirement as GTE Products Group 


Lew Shoakes promoted to Matsushita Canada 

ps.; Gen. Mgr. Tak Urabe named vp... James 
ex-Wescom and onetime RCA Taiwan pres., 
Advent as operations vp, assuming duties of 
lobb, recently resigned as vp-gen. mgr...Irving 

, ex-Philco & Luskin's, appointed Hitachi Sales 

gion gen. mgr., replacing Paul Sacks, who 

to west, succeeding Roger Smith, resigned to 
.T.B.M., Inc., Hitachi's S. Cal. rep... Jane 

an has left Chicago post as Merchandising 


San Francisco branch mgr. to car,stereo 


mktg. mgr.; Don LaDieu advanced from 


“mer... William Quinn joins Channel Master as per- 
‘sonnel dir...David Carlson, ex-Walgreen, named 
Quasar ad communications mgr... James Taylor, ex- 
MGA & Advent, takes mktg. post with Video Whole- 
Salers, Miami... Robert Bunting promoted at Pioneer 


blic affairs dir. after 23 years with GTE & Sylvania. 


America from mktg. planning dir, to mig, , 

El{ Cohen promoted at General Ingin, 
Entertainment Compononts & Digcrote g, ” if | { 
Group strategic planning vp to F,w, § ma Mthen. | 
won, Mgr, succeeding Tim daSilva, a alae a] 
new Optoelectronics Diy. being acquir, ONO hes 
santo... James von Harz, ITT N, Ameria 
nents Group gen. Mgr., named corpo 
James Casper, Centralab Juarez, Mexic 
mer. adds responsibility for El Paso operas 
Alan Ankerbrand, ex-Fairchild, appointed w. 
Semiconductor transistor product miktg. diy 
GI REPORTS: General Instrument galeg of 4 
cated video game chips dropped by $20 mij, 
though overall semiconductor volume held au 
strength of doubled MPU & memory a; 
report says. Profit margins increage 
ment components as result of adding } 
products, discontinuing some lines, ¢ 
profitable operations. Sales & operatin 
business segments: Semiconductor g 
million (unchanged), net $16.2 million 
Components $203.3 million (up 5.9%) 
lion (up 22. 70); CATV $94.9 million (t S| 
$9, 6 million (up 128. 6%); Data Products six 
million (up 11, 2%) & $31.3 million (up 12% 

Coleco will report record 2nd-qus 
show profit for full year with help of 
electronic game line, Pres. Arnold 
annual meeting. 

Midland lost indicated $700, 000 in fir 
this year, essentially same as deficit in 
1978, according to data in prospectus f 
by parent Beneficial. Prospectus Sa 
hit with $5. 1-million dumping levy 
imported prior to June 1973, expects 
of up to $3.1 million for later impor’ 
asked to make $3. 2-million partial 
sessed duties, was among impo ; 
and whose case was referred to Justic: 
collection (Vol. 19:22 p10). 

Conrac is closing money-losir 
producer of CB mikes, antennas 
setting up $4. 7- million post-tax r 
disposition. Turner had pre-tax lo: 
lion last year on sales of about $11 1 

Superscope says $55, 7-million debt 
plan, announced last April, has f 
cause it couldn't meet certain uns 
New agreement with lenders is b 

Video Corp. of America has 
lion 7-year bank loan to expand h 
business. 


Radio Shack reportedly is preparit 
home earth station at $1,000 to rece 
signals—if and when FCC permits it ( 


Obituary 
Pak Soonchang, 53, Gold Star a 


wife, were killed in auto accident 
holiday in Korea. ; 
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CABLE, REWRITE, UHF AT NAB: Boards meet 5 
days in Washington, make few major decisions. An- 
other anti-cable resolution adopted. INTV gets 

50, 000. Bolger succeeds Thurston as chmn.; King 
heads TV, Lerner radio. (P. 1) 
BORN AGAIN PBS: Public TV meets in L.A., re- 
organizes to provide multiple program services to 
stations. Presidency is kept strong and board is 
reduced. (P. 3) 
CAPITOL COUNTDOWN; Status quo likely in broad- 
casting as House prepares for July 11 markup. 
AT&T pushing on Senate side. (P, 4) 


WARC STUDY finds 'third world intractability' may 
, be major problem. (P. 4) 
RURAL CABLE—WHO SERVES? Cable-phone agree- 


ment may unravel as dissidents, including GTE, 
Continental & OPASTCO, press for bigger chunk of 


rural coverage. (P. 5) 
NTIA & WHITE HOUSE CLASH: Neustadt memo 
shows disagreement over changing CPB appointment 
process. (P. 5) 
STATION-CABLE 'NATURAL ALLIANCE! urged by 
| Kahn, tells FAB technology dealt 'death blow’ to 
| proadcasting & networking. (P. 6) 
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COLOR SALES for year at record with one week to go 
in first half, but uncertainties over petroleum prices, 
gas shortage & economic downturn cloud future. (P. 7) 


COMPACT TV DUMPING enforcement suit against 
Treasury dismissed by D.C. Federal Court; appeal 
Possible. Japan's TV & VCR exports to U.S. declined 
in May. (P, 8) 


KEY COLOR PRICES SAME: Competition between 
U.S. and low-end Taiwan & Korean TV makers kept 
median color prices in key 13" & 19" categories below 
1978 levels or unchanged. (P. 8) 


COLOR TUBE SALES set record last year, continuing 
growth in 1979, EIA figures show, Tube production 
capacity expanding in Far East. (P. 10) 


FIRST TI COMPUTER distributors will be specialized 
firms dealing with professional-hobby stores. Radio 
Shack plans 100 computer sales depts. Atari out of 
dedicated games. (P. 10) 


CCD CAMERAS CLOSER: NEC shows single-chip 
unit. Home version may be marketed next year. 
plans 3-CCD-unit availability. (P. 11) 


NO 'STANDARD' VCR on horizon, Sony's Morita tells 
analysts, saying product obsolescence is nature of 
industry. Matsushita reports first-half records. (P. 11) 


RCA 


CABLE, REWRITE, UHF GET NAB ATTENTION: While few major decisions were made, lots 
of talk was generated last week during 5 days of NAB board meetings in Washington, and much 
of it centered on CATV, UHF, legislative proposals in Congress and future telecommunications. 


Actions taken included campaign to attract UHF members, ‘aggressive public service campaigns" 
by stations to promote conservation of energy, $50,000 one-time grant to INTV for legal expenses 


and the normal resolution on cable, to wit: 


"NAB hereby reaffirms its support of the present national communications policy of pro- 


moting free over the -air broadcast service to the public and of integrating new communications 


technology in a way that preserves the present nationwide system of locally oriented broadcast 
service and, in particular, that protects broadcast market integrity with respect to the exclu- 
sivity of network and syndicated programming and ensures carriage of local broadcast stations 


on their local market cable systems." 


On same subject, radio board approved formation of committee to study ''the problems & 
’ opportunities" of radio cable carriage. As for rewrite, "no trade-offs, no fall-back positions" 


were adopted, we were told. . 
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‘rom national —————————— 4 
replacing : a 
sherman advance’ | Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Companies 
Edward Boba, These are latest reports as obtained during past week. Oash g 
van at JVC Hi-Fi Div. indicates information not available at press time. Amounts expressed q 
Pro Audio Dept., responsible for high- in dollars. Parentheses denote loss, ae 
Davidson, ex-GE, joins >: 


GTE to Sylvania Pea vear to March 31 38,789,000 | (2,586 ,000)°| .. | 
., replacing Ray- 1978-year to March 31 35,865,000 2,286,0007 | ge 
business analysis 1979-qtr. to March 3) 8,895,000 | (1,674,000) 

Johnson vp, advanced from 1978-qtr. to March 31 8,966 ,000 559,0008 


Carpenter, Bulova Electronics Div. vp, adds re- 
sponsibility for research, engineering & quality. 
ge ici 

Consumer electronics devices are excluded from 
proposed FTC rule requiring labels on home appli- 
ances showing how much they're likely to cost in 
electricity per year. Seven devices are covered: 
Refrigerators, freezers, dishwashers, clothes wash- 
ers, water heaters, room air conditioners, furnaces. 
Purpose is to enable consumers to compare efficiency 
of models when buying. FTC said labels couldn't 
help consumers in choosing TV, heaters other than 
furnaces, dryers, ranges, humidifiers, dehumidifiers. 


669,349,000 74,008 ,000° 
responsible for 567,856,000 | 52,289,000 
as CB... John 5 339,225 ,000 00? 


1978-12 wk. to June 18 


National Semiconductor 
1979-year to May 31 


287,957 ,000 


719,740,000 


1978-year to May 31 494 ,336 ,000 i 
1979-qtr. to May 31 200,985 ,000 9,620,000 | .73 
1978-qtr. to May 31 133,226 ,000 6,339,000 48 


A.C. Nielsen 


1979-9 mo. to May 31 289,722,000 18,774,000 |) 
1978-9 mo. to May 31 237,574,000 | 17,507,000 {1.59 
1979-qtr. to May 31 102,178,000 6,323,000 
1978-qtr. to May 31 84,748,000 5,939,000 


Note: “Includes special credit. 
e video game market will average 


Programmabli 
23% annual growth next 4 years, game cartridge 
market 45%, according to Frost & Sullivan study. 
ndicates handheld electronic game business 


—— 
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& 
0! Broadcast 
) ng 1 DEAD—AMENDMENTS NEXT: Lack of 
REWRITE T HR-3333; Van Deerlin plans common 
Md is jer amendments, none in broadcasting. (P. 1) 
_. POTPOURRI AT FCC: Revocation hearing 
— 5 AM-FM combine, another faces renewal 
Tp eet for EEO procedures changed to give no credit 
glee dere after licensee gets in trouble. Shiben 
for et help in Best. Bureau backlog. (P. 2) 
‘0 
> via : TON RENEWAL goes to FCC oral 
 Vitg;| WNAC-TV BOS ith FCC staff questioning fitness 
wit: |S burchaser RKO parent General Tire, (P. 4) 
ner ACT ANALYSIS by FCC Best. Bureau 
Ba er ie exceptions to Cable Bureau's report, 
mut aly ee room "for both cable & broadcast.’ (P. 4) 
E 


7 ARNINGS UP 11%: Resumes new highs in 
eal poets & revenues. All groups contributed—Broad- 
erly >! cast revenues up 14%. (P. 5) 


ABLE-PHONE PACT praised by House Communica- 
der Boos te Van Deerlin but he doesn't believe it re- 


h authoritative service for broadcasting, 
e 
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s* COMSURNSK 
CLECTrONICS 


consumer electronics & allied fields 


VOL. 19, NO. 29 


Consumer Electronics 
—oisumer Electronics 


RECORD FIRST HALF in color sales to dealers 
capped by 2 huge weeks, bringing sales pace to 10. 5- 
million annual rate. June color, VCR at record. 
First July week keeps pace. (P. 7) 


FIRE SAFETY STANDARD unnecessary, staff telling 
CPSC. If agency accepts recommendation, industry 


will succeed in 10-year effort to block mandatory 
federal rules. (P, 8) 


ABC HOME VIDEO goal is to parallel success of its 
TV network. Video Sales Diy, to extend network to 


Americans abroad. Video Enterprises is corporate - 
level project. (P. 8) 


JAPAN -CHINA ELECTRONICS industry development 
venture proposal from Matsushita could create main - 
land electronics powerhouse by mid-1980s. (P. 10) 
RCA ENTERS VIDEOTEXT scene with quiet test of 
British viewdata system, plans in-home market 
trial by year's end. (P. 10) 

RCA & ZENITH SLIP in top-50 electronics-firm 
rankings by Fairchild Publications. (P. 11) 


ave solves issue for rural telcos. (P. 5) 


it. | REWRITE Il DEAD—AMENDMENTS NEXT: Members of House Communications Subcommittee 
last week shot down dream of Chmn. Van Deerlin (D-Cal.) for ‘basement-to-attic revision of 
basic communications law. Greatly scaling-down ambitions, Van Deerlin said he will introduce 
but | new bill based on 1934 Act, incorporating changes in common carrier area, not dealing with — 
' | broadcasting. Some broadcasting amendments are likely to be offered by others on Subcommit- 
ii tee but chances for passage of controversial amendments look slim. In corpse of rewrite, 
i coldest portion may be spectrum fee. Van Deerlin said he's abandoned idea. 


road. Van Deerlin blamed himself—''my own shortcomings't-for death of Rewrite II, saying he had 


i i i ich " i islike.'' Plans now are to 
ceeded in writing bill in which "everybody found something to dislike. : \ 
Schmit new bill to closed executive session of Subcommittee July 17, hoping to enlist 8-10 mem- 
bers as co-sponsors. If House works into Aug., Van Deerlin hopes bill can go to full Commerce 
') Committee by Sept., to House floor by Oct., with Senate consideration in Jan, 


"My main interest is to move that portion [common carrier] of the rewrite—if I can still 


k along very well 
; it that—universall reed to be urgent and crucial. The world can roc 

beth pase ride aide the 1934 Act,'' Van Deerlin told us. He added that he intends to run 
for reelection in 1980 and hopes to return to broadcasting issues in 97th Congress, 


arkup at which the faint peals of the death knell" 
it was apparent at the sessions (2nd of which was 
enjoyed no support among colleagues for omnibus 


ission, is a violation of Federal 
ic ne ea amaly ee veroainton of occasional articles. 


y 
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ult promoted from Sharp Con- 


Charles Daignea' 
sumer Electronics Div. sales & mdsg. VD us Lc 


. togen. 
vanes fe eee RCA Records, yours to 
rporate staff as Selectavision videodisc ness 
affsirs dir., with responsibility for program acquis: 
tion contracts & negotiations... Ronna Wallace, = 
Warner Qube, joins Video Corp. of America’s con- 
unit VidAmerica as pro- 


sumer videotape rental 
gramming dir. in charge of acquisition & develop- 
ment, 

Herman sales mgr., named VP 


Schloss, 

all JVC Pro Video Div. operations. - 

4 Daniel Harris promoted at Sony from Professional 
Audio Products Div. mkktg. specialist to Video Prod- 
ucts Co. new-market development mgr.. .Rand 

promoted at ITT from exec. vp & chief 
succeeding 


in charge of 


business services firm Cordura 
chief exec, of subsidiary Douglas 


Joseph Kaleba promoted at Shure Bros. to mfg. 
Darl Davidson advanced at Atari to customer 
..Robert Miller resigns as Sharp audio 


dir., new post...Gary Thorne promoted at N. Y. Sam 
Goody chain from audio & mdsg. mgr. to hard goods 
vp...James Crary advanced at GE Credit Corp. 

Home Products Financing Dept, to national sales mgr. 


Robert Pepper, ex-Analog Devices Semiconduc- 
j tor Div. vp-gen. mgr., joins RCA, effective Aug. 6, 
Pstozie ae Div. vp-gen. mgr., succeeding 
Vonderschmitt, relieved at own request last 
May. Post had been filled on interim basis by Exec. 
we ee ee ex-Motorola U. K., 
Plessey as component technology & strategic 


pointed Commodore computer s 
ystem engin 
vp, new post, with responsibility for ented oni 
puter design & development. .. John McCarthy 
moted at RCA Solid State from distributor sales mgr 
to govt. & high-reliability operations dir... Paul / 
eldenreich, former Motorola Semiconductor LCD 


Financial 
forts as obtained duting past week D4.) 


are latest 199! 
ton not available at press Time. Amounts express, 


ses denote 1st. 


These 
indicates iotorma' 
in dollars. Parenthe: 


—__| 
Met Earnings | Per 
ltt 


1,742,500 ,000 
1,495,600 ,000 


-qtr. to 9 913,800,000 
US to June 30 751,400,000 
123,700 ,000 22500 coc 
1978-6 mo. to June 30' 99,660,000 15.500'¢ 0 
1979-qtr. to June 30, 63,700,000 ’ i] ’ 
1978-qtr. to June 30 50,500,000 
Fileways 
1979-qtr. to May 31 42,200,000 1,755,000? 
1978-qtr. to May 31 35,092,000 1,313.09 
GE | 
1979-6 mo, to June 30 }10,723,900,000 685,500.000 


1978-6 mo. to June 30 | 9,407,200,000 567,200 6 


1979-atr. to June 0 §,642,300,000 

1978-qtr. to June w 4,963,800 ,000 

Hitachi® 

1979-year to March 31 |12,259,609,000 462,05 


11,318,914,000 | 370,709" on4 


1978-year to March 31 
Owens-I1linois 


1979-6 mo. to June 30 | 1,695,807,000 | 65,304,099 
1978-6 mo. to June 30 1,510,914,000 52.065 000 2 
1979-gtr. to June 30 879,208,000 2065 000 
1978-qtr. to June 30 814,445,000 


Raytheon 


1979-6 mo. to July 1 | 1,858,279,000 | 94,044,009 |; 


1978-6 mo. to July 2 | 1,603,832,000 | 71,593 
1979-qtr. to July 1 960,581,000 51.053 000 
1978-qtr. to July 2 834,406,000 38984 no9 
bd Productions Yass 
-9 mo. to June 30 553,206,000 ann | 
1978-9 mo. to June 30 | 499,384,000 Been ts) 2 
Tera-gtr, to dune 30 | 211,849,000 | 30101000 | 
TayBogte, to June 30 | 192,358,000 | 241534" g00 
Wometco Enterprises . 
1979-24 wk. to June 16 135,800 ,000 


119,953,000 | 
71,847,000 
63,849,000 


1978-24 wk. to June 17 
1979-12 wk. to June 16 
1978-12 wk. to June 17 


Notes: Restated. “Includes speci Cadi 
Ghecord. €210 yen=$1. fPer ADR. Reagents > Miusted. 


NAB comments to FCC on TV receiver improw 
ment (Vol. a:s2 p10) represented ragga 
sialinen ene for better receivers. Com. 
na et emma "NAB stands firm in its 
be erloaccage receiver comparability is a 
bs 3 omsneeep raising UHF receiver standaris 
a a gap os elimination of UHF taboos 

ion allocation problems. NAB also 
ean wee ng a= rers sell sets without Ch. 
+ i input & output jacks on TVs and 
wets a : sion of VIR signal. Meanwhile 
Co . Edward Day attacked Rewrite II before 
en cee ee er mmittee, urging that 
i passed regulators power to set TY 


sae! 


CONSUmMer 
ELE ETrOnics 


ervice for broadcasting, 


sae 2 consumer electronics & alliea fields 
phe 
08 sy 1970 SUMP WNDEX’ OF WEEKS ‘News oe 
0,009 
0,009 eS 
Consumer Electronics 
2a ast CC lifts AT&T 197 
A s ‘S 
groadeast ae LES: F Aina '9-MODEL COLOR Sales total recorq 10, 286,35: 
p roves Westar III launch, monochrome gal (By 
en a hehe pone siieeh, &s rise 7.2% to 6,2 million, (P, 7) 
Ss 
st eral a te ra aoe a in 4-month tailspin as imports de- 
oo : DERWAY: od ta aks retailers keep inventories tight. Pioneer 


quickly for TV a Van Deerlin not hopeful for 


009 |, r 

009 |Z mV write D'S Senate Republicans take hard 

he we = b oats over changes in cost-of-regula- 
e! 

A] Pp use wilt 2) 

@ ee t FCC and 

; tion OUPS surface at 

a pROBLEMS Ceaeer ara seeks more information 

5 in Cal. eke that RKO is Cpctnates = airing 

aii) | elore Mie antitrust suit against GB- ae 

Vga] wilher fet fase 2nd FCC look. (P. 

* fe 'G DELAYED: FCC now will meet 

2.za| PF RADIODE-RED osal to abolish ascertainment 


i tices, 
1.89 sept. 6 07 of commercial & program prac F 
+93 and I am-length commercials, (P. 4) 
5 due on progr: 
inquiry 


(ON DELAYED: New CPB board 
balk ea oie previously approved re- 


ganization of Commer, 
Dept. to upgrade trade area, (P, 8) - 


ZENITH BUYING HEATH from Schlumberger, seen 
Seeking computer involvement. Rockwell in agree- 
ment to sell Canadian Admiral. (P, 9) 

TV SETS CLEARED on Safety issue as CPSC votes 
to drop mandatory fire standard, end close surveil- 
lance of industry. (P, 9) 

RCA COLOR TV sales up 16% in 2nd quarter, but 
operating earnings dip. Zenith profits drop 53.6%, 
GTE Consumer Electronics Sinks into red as Wells- 
Gardner pulls out. (Pp. 10) 


ITA HOME VIDEO PROGRAMMING Seminar set for 


Oct. 23-25 in N.Y. Talks to be highlighted by Elec- 
tronic Data Systems Pres. Ross Perot. (P. 11) 


HEWLETT-PACKARD introduces $295 'super- 
calculator ,' to be followed by personal computer. 
Radio Shack's TRS-80 price cut. (PB. 11) 


Uy 

a embers id tion in Aug. Faci 
sider acti fe - 

a rs a ee amectad to be restored. (P, 5) 

ae ae AGREEMENT moves toward com- 

pletion as CATV groups approve aeecae ie 6 

seeks to put across i i‘ 5 
phone coalition 


DOUBLES: FCC has approved doubling domestic Satellite capacity for 
ee aating TV distribution. Up to 60 transponders on AT&T's Comstar system 
? 


J private | entiall ilable for video services under ruling allowing 3- year moratorium on 
Se: tne use See aa to expire July 23. Added 12 transponders will be available on West- 
e 


pe Union's 3rd Westar satellite, approved by FCC for Aug. 9 launch, Western Union said it 
vill emphasize broadcaster use of its new satellite. 


ers said the pair of decisions make it virtually certain RCA Americom 
will So En ea toe Dec, launch of 3rd Satcom bird. By end of year, total domestic satel- 


j lite capacity will reach 180 transponders—compared to 72 during first 7 months. 


r- ices, said message business on Westar system will 

| eg =i 7 ae ECTS ane The new emphasis is broadcasting." raed 
dudes plans for Comstar beyond "we fully intend to use our satellites, on bis oa 
with other facilities, to provide a wide range of communications a sas - ean 
said; "All of my business plans have recognized the fact that AT&T is e 


i i i ission, is a violation of Federal 
5 tot ives r Reproduction in any form, without written permission, 18 a | fais pier 
sane of Gewieer oe ee peta, permission will be granted liberally for reproduction of occasional articles 


9% LF 
yor" ererectronics Personals 
RCA Mexico pres., adds post 


enc, 
couttoler (Bermuda) vp, responsible for 


ional relations in Central & 
as porate and internats Winn joins Atari as Con- 
ica. ++ 


er last held by Pres, Raymond 
got Any. press Po, ex-Black & Decker, joing 
gue males & mktg. vp; Robert Hovee, 
ae e8 inted personal computers ope & 
a8 , who 
ose iohey A rege to rejoin D.K, Mktg.., 
as sales gigns 28 Mattel Electronics sales 
sworganization in Tucson...Tom 

to form rep at Panasonic West from dist. sales 
dion promoted Sty cific NW. ..Ron Prather ad- 
to dist. oF fe Supply, St. Louis, to vp-gen, 
ed at inter sta promoted at Interstate to 
i succeeding Prather. 


at GTE from Sylvania 

John cont mie. Div. controller to elec- 

ones Peete tear eyed 

¢ €0 Phillip » now Enter- 
tmetroics, succeed e yp-controller; William 

ent Prot’ ed from GTE senior vp to exec. vp, 
ee 71600 Se amine joins Video Concepts as 
finance: ° ta national sales mgr... Chuck Baker, 


., appointed Altec Lansing 
er Fisher ee Pe nived Bate promoted at Radio 
ad & pro ement analysis dir. to mgr. of 


shack from Dept. with responsibility for con- 
pew National “thy Clccolella, Mart Magazine 
tract ae ef, adds post as assoc. publisher, 


Larry Chalfan, ex- Frontier Mfg. vp-gen. megr., 
Semiconductor (U.S.) as mfg. vp, new 
joins OF Mei, ex-Hewlett-Packard, appointed 
7 tional Semiconductor MPU engineering mgr... 
Sandra Tripp eee at Wabash Tape to product 
John Shoulta appointed Motorola Semi- 
ate rer ctamic products mktg. mgr... John 
Johnson advanced at Belden to diversified services 
ost; Jack Krejca promoted from asst. 
pis to asst. treas., & asst, secy., succeeding 


eet gh 


British teletext growth has been slow (Vol. 
19:28 p8) hon of lack of promotion & glamor, 
Wireless World concludes in editorial. Pointing to 
dismal record in attracting users (9,000 decoder- 
equipped sets sold in its 4th year), publication says 
not many consumers “have a clear idea of just what 
it is they are being asked to buy."' It accuses BBC 
& IBA of failing to promote service, touches only 
lightly on fact that system is "severely handicapped 
by the coarse format of only 960 characters per 
‘page','' concludes more publicity and more attractive 
programming are needed if service is to grow. 


vox launches 4th annual ''Trade- 
romotion for selected 19" & 25" 
repeat of NFL 


TELEVISION DIGEsT— 
ADVENT : 
30% sales denn’ DOWN: Advent expects to report 
or about $4 N fiscal first 


quarter to June 30, 


Same 197, n, Compared to $3 4... 
larger than’ rhea 48 result Saieee nition 2 
derson MAaie ar teeording to Pres William 
rm e > > 
although TY wag wine eras Sales suffered the most, 


ls e 
nd quarter When 
new plant Ze; 
anderson also said Advent hase “ 
ae f $1 million in 10% con- 
“ih 8 due July 1, 1989. : 
orth Americ, 
& earnings increases oe ‘Seas 
ronic 


sales gains of 6. 6% @ ies! 35.0% & 35.85 


: - 8% on 
in 2nd quarter & first 


con- 


€s of Toy & 


2nd quarter to 
were up 56.6% for half to $81.7 


__ Motorola said lower sales and CB i 
justments in 2nd quarter & h; 
Div. in red for both periods, 


GRT filed Chapter XI bankruptcy petition i 
petition in L. A. 
federal court. Move was prompted by call of $6 
million in loans by Bank of America, 


—g—____ 


nventory ad- 
alf left Auto Products 


Cross complaints of unfair import competition 
involving U.S. & French resistor network manufac - 
turers were combined into Single case by International 
Trade Commission, Vishay Intertechnology & Societe 
Francaise d'Electroresistance have accused each 
other of patent violations and theft of trade secrets. 
Each is asking ITC to ban other's imports (Vol. 19:4 
pil). Vishay imports from manufacturing subsidiary 
in Israel; SFE resistors are imported here by its 
U.S. sales subsidiary Resistor Research, ITC has 
designated case as "more complicated," extending 
deadline for decision from Jan. 7, 1980 to July 7, 
1980, 


Morse & Soundesign have agreed to settlement 
of Federal Maritime Commission complaints their 
Far East subsidiaries accepted illegal rebates from 
ocean carriers. Cases are among many stemming 
from campaign against rebating conducted by FMC. 


ON 
C€OnsUmer 
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SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK'S NEWs = 


vot Consumer Electronics a 
'USSIONS: Wasserman confirms 

ee coat DBCNations about satellite STV pro-  ¢M IN VIDEODISCS, wint mast 

yc * con ent yet. At FCC, Broadcast Hi x 


y 


no agTee™ pureaus debate classification fener Commercial market 


- Demand on MCA disc 


: facilit ; 
Fen Oe Which bureau Will regulate. (P. 1) Sa cee friction with Philips. (p. 7) 
: comsat AD CUTS: JD suit against NAB producing at 9. 6—milli DIP in record July, industry 


‘On pace while sales run at ~ 
: Factory inventories down 10. 7% i” 
“8. Starts with record VCR week, (P. 8) 


DEMANDS Wp to call for FCC to regulatenum- Dini rate, 
so ronets se nts fewer. NAB unhappy about year ago, 


ncc y regulation’. (P. 2) 


of 985; 
ber jor nunnec' ‘ FEW PRICE HIKES 
al CABLE : Claims FCC ; expected at Aug. set- 
EARLY C®" glied on flawed studies; would ings in uncertain economic climate, (Po 1Gh ee 
issteS; tion af free service; ignores VCR PRICES JUGGL - 3 
gare guuch of nafiiation; should impose re- lower leader SO CGEED by RCA, which is expected to 
speressions! sent. (P. 4) May meeting. Baswu® tom target prices given at 
rransmssion ference, still sancels European press con- 
VALLEY IN for Las Vegas Ch. 3 €, still plans LVR showing in Berlin. (PB. 10) 
sors-TV OUT, ‘einstates applicant originally dis- FOTOMAT SKIPS DIVIDED. citi trates 
Foc minority ounds. Valley must be on fairies Hi » Citing declining revenue, 
gr P e with J 2 
s ed on financial M vapan. Advent credit line runs out. 
ore’ 1. (P. 4) orse posts higher loss. (P. 11) 
a ‘Hardened’ security JAPAN-CHIN 
Tv cee A PRODUCTION venture 
550 SEEKS by HBO to protect against signal approval from Pel . gets tentative 
gegen is og anese firms ay lan opposed by some Jap- 
pack. @. 5) ) 


T DISCUSSIONS: ''Preliminary" conversations about furnishing Co: i 
for its projected satellite STV service (Vol. 19:32 p2) have been held, are cas 
grams advises us—but he said no agreement has been reached, "You can be sure,” he 
wu, "that when We have something to report we'll report it." "We are interested in and en- 
ze," he said, “any approach to widen the market and reach the consumer. I met with the 


pent of Comsat at the request of a mutual friend.” 

Asked if MCA is holding similar discussions with other pay-TV entities, Wasserman said: 
‘ywould hope that our executives are talking to others. We're interested in reaching the con- 
sumer.” 

Meanwhile. FCC faces unique regulation issue in Comsat's announcement that it intends to 
seek authority for direct-to-home broadcast satellite for subscription TV (Vol. 19:32 p2). Is 
it broadcast facility, subject to regulation in same way as terrestrial TV station? Or is it 
common carrier "fixed" service offering, to be regulated on facilities basis by Common Carrier 


Bureau? 


Comsat isn't disclo: ecise plans—operational or regulatory—for project, other than 
smowledgement that Comsat intends satellite to be "broadcast" not "fixed." FCC staff is split 
@ wheth r to acce ati facility, Broadcast Bureau and Common Carrier 


ra 


ae 


yo. 33 
yout 


end of Jul 
jer 

year eater 

_ Du 
7,00" 5ctoTY 


C. 
gome V els star 


1,367,000 were down 10. 7%, 


jevel and rising 0.8% at distri! 


new 

with earlie uring month. Factories held 82,00 

re up 1: og 0, 6% from end of June. At distribu 
yy . 


1978 of 18.6% from June. 
pest week of 


Lleol sales-to-dealers figures for July: 
Here 


July 
1979 


1,058,089 
686 ,629 
371,380 

24,216 

3,440,305 

2,693,213 
392,613 

2,300,602 
747,092 


1,1 


) es 


AM: 
FM & AM-FM... 
autO....--+eeeree 


ty buying at greater rate than factories had a 
-pre + i ally brings up talk f 
pories f situation usu : of shortages, 
his sort J djustment of schedules in 2nd half, but a he 
ar by Fe year, industry forecasts centered ‘on 7. pa at Wehr 


factory -plus-distributor inventor 
~ at time when year-to-date Sales ¢ 


ring July, inventories at factory -plus 
butors, 


R inventories continued well down from 
ting to arrive. With sales to de 
7 factory-plus-distributor inventories cq 


ear in VCR sales to dealers was re 
$ running 96.37% ahead of the 5, 

k data for 1978 to be made available in VCR) 
ct year to 186,500 in first Aug. week, while b& 


July 
1978 


668,170 
454 843 


4,290,521 
3,504,331 
526,620 
2,977,711 
786,190 


a a a 


TELEVISION DIGEST_9 
nticipateg. 


©Y were nar 
S Continued 
1on level, 


rowly avoided 
a bit too low until 
while year's total 


whil actory inven- 
P 14.7% to 
1.2%, dipping 


OCKs were y 
dropped 


> Presumably 
1% from : 
1.7% in year 
year but in- 
wn 16.1% from 


0 of this, down 


tor level, figur Mm last 


e was 28,000, do 


se hie as Aug, began, with Sales of 
egistered for year €arlier (first com- 
Color didn't fare so well, dropping 


W sales at 136,000 were up 21%, 


366 r 


July 
1977 
955,641 
583,109 
372,532 


% 
change 
-5.8 
+2.8 
-18.4 
+16.1 
-19.8 
-23.2 
-25.5 
-22.7 

-5.0 


23,023 in 
ns 


20,862 oy 
4,676,813 
3,879,273 
749,333 
3,129,940 
797,540 


a latest auto OEM to go along with 
Fett car radios not be sold as standard 
ipment. Chrysler said it will offer delete option 

oneeasest Plymouth & Chrysler 1980 models it 
ito sell on radio-inclusive basis. Company 
not to expand number of models sold 


it plans to change Sogd 
agreements from & Honda, has antitrust suits 
sending against Toyota & Volkswagen (Vol. 19:21 p12, 


Sets in use total 145.7 million, according to RCA 
survey which also reports almost 50% of homes have 
2 or more sets. Said Jack Sauter, RCA Consumer 
Electronics vp-gen. mgr.: "With inflation limiting 
discretionary spending and the energy crisis curtail- 
ing pleasure driving, I believe that TV-related prod- 
ucts will play an even more significant role in provid- 
ing in-home entertainment for millions of viewers." 
Other statisties—on demographics of receiver pur- 
chasers, etc.—were reported here earlier (Vol. 19:26 
pill). 


Wireless airline audio system by Bell & Howell 
. Design calls for 
ee ined tis channels of music 
and movie soundtrack to passenger headsets, using 
72-73 MHz. Comments are due Sept. 14, replies 
Oat? Wes 
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Consumer Electr 


national operations, @ 
tems & materials; Vice Chmn. 


Systems, 


ted at ‘ovt 
ow Clark, retiring. - “Richard Hoag pr’ 


for U.S. i 
pase Kuhn, now in rep pusines 


- sa 
Bassin, N.Y. area Vp gen. 
rates N.Y., adds responsibility 
on Magnetics to 


Stant 
ton & Pickering, @P~ 
for both Stan! iat ca 


as national sales mgr.-- a 
new post at Paramount is corporate Pam Ey 
sponsible for worldwide home video, CA’ 
(Vol. 19:32 p11). 
ion videodisc 
Richard Quaid, formerly Magnavis 
player national mktg. MgT., moves to Magnavox 


i i! High Fidelity Labs as national 
subsidiary Philips igh es ashe 


Ed Williams advanced 
staff to Philips ad & PR coordina- 
Ward promoted at Shure to exec. 
ir. of Shure England; 

finance & engineering, adds post of 
operations mer.; they assume duties of Victor Machin, 
retired...Harry Elias, JVC home entertainment mktg. 
vp, adds hi-fi sales responsibility; Kirk Murai ad- 
vanced to hi-fi products gen. mgr.; Spar’ 
ex-hi-fi mktg. vp, appointed corporate long-range 
planning pee McLeod advanced at Koss to 
premium & national accts. sales mgr.. . Robert Miller, 
ex-Sharp, joins Radio Shack as mdsg. dir. 


Philip Schlein, Macy's Cal. pres., named to 
Apple Computer board. . . John Wunner advanced at 
GI Microelectronics from communications dir. to 
pond pre mgr., succeeding Robert McDonald, 
optoelectronics materials production mgr. ..Gene 
McFarland promoted at TI to worldwide semiconduc - 
sad cana mktg. strategy mgr... Robert Stevens 
-Sperry Remington Consum ‘oducts. : 
Seiko Time ad mgr. sae a 
——_——_ 


Time consumer takes to consider hi-fi 
increases as price goes up. This is nénzatantl x 
result of purchase behavior study by Venture Develo 
hoe Corp. Report shows 20.7% of purchasers of “i 
under-$800 systems picked brand and made buy on 

ihe that 62.8% took no more than 2 
balers , abses $800-$1, 300, only 0.9' 
aiynaees ‘ -8% within 4 weeks. Of presum- 


Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Companies | 


eports 35 obtained during past week. ayy 
ot available at press time. Amounts expressey 
es denote loss. 


These 27¢ latest ' 
indicates information 
in dollars. Parenthest 


Revenues Net Earnings 
cts 
eS lal 92,813,000 5,856.0 
1978-6 me fm auly 2 81,422,000 5:479;00y (1-28 
i979-atr= to July 1 46,124,000 2,882,000 1.21] 
1978-qtr. to duly 41,408,000 2,796 000 83) ry 
h * 
Doyhe. bane Bernbach 30 | 49,313,000 | 4,598,000 |, »9| L- 
1979-6 Me" to dune 30 | 41,434,000 33705 009. |!-731 
1978-6 ir, to dune 30 27,450,000 3,363,000 |}"30 
ja7e-qtr. to dune 23,384,000 2,679,000 |y"q8 
Memories & Magnetics Pi 
Electramto. to dune 30.)  73.135,000 
6 mo. to June 30° 62,654,000 
ireatr. to dune 30 38,673,000 
}g7e-qtr. to dune 30° 31,985,000 1,201,009 
, Cone & Belding 
Foots’e wo. to June 30 ee 
mo. to June 3! +853,000 
Se, to June 30 34,247 ,000 
1978-qtr. to June 30 27,226 ,000 
Grey Advertising 
1979-6 mo. to June 30 41,484,000 2,580,000 
1978-6 mo. to June 30 35,101,000 2,221,000 
1979-qtr. to June 30 23,693,000 1,988,000 
1978-qtr. to June 30 18,946,000 1,454,000 
Itt 
1979-6 mo. to June 30. 7,959,074 ,000 366,475,000 
1978-6 mo, to June 30°|7,070,094,000 347,236,000 
1979-gtr. to dune 30, |4,156,807,000 | 157,394,009 
1978-qtr. to June 30° |3.745,770,000 | 187,877,000 
MCA 
1979-6 mo. to June 30 | 555,934,000 | 93,282,090 
1978-6 mo. to June 30 | 461,414,000 | 48,972,000 
1979-gtr. to June 30 272,926 ,000 29,403.000 
1978-qtr. to June 30 | 225,012,000 | 27,592,000 
Sonderling Bcstg. 
1979-6 mo. to June 30 20 ,069 ,000 1,486,000 
1978-6 mo. to June 30 18,850,000 | 1.422.000 
ks © ee . 
qtr. une »359,000 1,060,000 
e | | 
year to Apri] 30 10,797,855 324,574 | 37 
1978-year to April 30 9,714,832 2497608 35 
Times Mirror 5 
1979-28 wk. to July 15) 792,525,001 
ieeaeit tev ak) reer | esen'on |2| 
1979-16 wk. to duly 15] 449°965,000 | 387516000. |1"44\ 
1978-16 wk. to duly 16} 407.980.000 | 367370009 |1'¢8 
Trans-Lux : 
1979-6 mo. to June 30 8,347 | 
eth toon 30 | yractiees | Soros | “S| 
Wasser to June 30 4,413,792 4g9.a04. | I 
qtr. to June 30 3,722,354 354.752 | “19| 
United Cable TY |" 
1979-year to May 31 30 a d 
1978-year to May 31 ean ee Ot | 
1979-4tr, to May 31 RCT 2,641,000) 1.35 
1o7é-ttr, te 427,000 1,383,000, | .68 
e-qtr. to May 31 5,850,000 1,238,000° | 62 
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Panes payment problems are focus —— 
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3 COURT TEST for dele- 


t 
8 rood c= on in Dallas, feeling 'major 
conventii 


SALES start j ea 
¥ about $1,090 for 3 in Europe in mid-1980 at 
i i : ; 
? pout A i for TV-radio coverage. Next 


~hour Portable, acce: 


day Programmer, RCA sub; H omy 

©. i 6-hour for 1o ~end 4-hour , Cuts price $55, offer, 
eos a = = ea: eition te — oo oe enters VCR market under a 
ae es T PLEyite TV; FCC approves private 8 80 
jor COMSAT satellite TV; COLOR SUPPLY OFF: EIA & Commerce data 

weg e. 2) : new color Ty Supply decline ‘P fay 
s| gst § talk during Denver con- he 
- ap AGE seeks ways to attract RCA BUYS CIT: 
: cash & cTAM SS rarer critical of networks, 


Seal sae ce —" 10 years, calls Com- 
- : (P. 3 
: edicts * ve. 4 
st ——. TAFT HANDS after frenetic 
) gooa-TY NOW TT pington as FCC — hg a 
to . . 
couple arte WATCH vows 
int 


Companies approve takeover, 
Other merger & joint-venture news. (P, 10) 


é ' 
failure to adopt ‘master 
cRITICIZES jae allocations could be 


OPOSED: New CPB board 
yore PBS POWER PR letting PBS make program 
penber Cowen Povitive to Fleming plan. (P. 5) 
decisions aS TO TV: Founder of association 
yabs's GABBER® | KEMO-TV San sesnciseo. 5 

selling radios, Gabbert as NRBA pres. (P. 
| J kaplan to replace 


VIDEO PROGRAM PRICES cut $10 across-board by 
Magnetic Video. Paramount plans Sept. test of 
videocassette sales in Phoenix & Denver, (P. 10) 
RCA COLOR SALES héaded for record, with 23% ad 
increase, trade-in & rebate programs. ‘Selective’ 
price changes, Sony introduces new color tube. (P, 11) 


SUPERSCOPE LOSS GREW in quarter & half, but 


company expects improvement in 3rd quarter, 


Philips sales disappoint. Sanyo sales up, exports 
dip. (P. 11) 


SSED WITH TEST: Major strides have been made by TV-radio 
_ | mpvstRY ear battle tig Sco cl to courtrooms, and added emphasis was given last 

| this year inc see test in Dallas during ABA convention. Demonstration, requested by ABA 
ioe sok ues nee who favors coverage), included mock trial, debate over admission of cam- 
pres. Shepherd ate courtrooms, and demonstration of TV equipment dating back to RCA's 
pied color camera, At Atlanta convention year ago, con hoe eps opened 

- rt coverage (Vol. 18:33 p3), then vo! 

resolution to permit TV-radio cou 
February. 


, 4 i f WFAA- 
't be more pleased," according to Marty Haag 0! 

a ae a oe He said many attorneys (in audience of about ie 
an De eccttions weren't even aware that Ikegami 79-A camera was in ebikges ied 
established the fact that the TV camera can be unobtrusive," he A ee gore coal 

seated standing-room only audience of lawyers & judge 
dest peer ee Gaiiiitocs Ge drew large crowds in 2 other gaa To keep 
TV cables a da they were strung through air-conditioning vents. 
; ’ 


‘ ission, i iolation of Federal 
i isi i jon in any form, without written permission, ts av ee eng 
ne Set Digest, Inc. Reproduction in a " granted liberally for reproduction of occasional 
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Der a0 chenee of test, SAS ws oD ee —_ 
qeas would be exgiscet Soret =) 

I Prices wll be S783 for Ps. 
Secheres, $58.95 fer Se see fas 
MRC's wee ees. Pecan Sots 


Lene Pres. Mice! Ler saps commens hes 
Shimpe Mi UP trmnsiators for auies of $4 ee 
Commert tes aratiest “Peremed Progrem” maine 
2 line consumess Ip op pwn Traccemming pie 
‘Bivetere ip perma use 0 genre us low-onst Seemed 
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wow 
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Personals 
y Rleetronics 
Consume 
Watte, RCA mite, Rerviogs fitar 
qnaibility for ad & media sorviog 


adda er Dodd, OweneeOlinota ohiyy 
{eR.5 


ive office, also MElIGINE Ttepy, 

new execul . Robert Lanigan & Domo. 
| Spengler « 

you, William M@pengler, Spengler g 1, hea 

ee ae irs yn 


t 
® Hotiy. 


to senior VP> GTE eorporate SOMMUNLOAtion, “OM 
ey feltner veaigne aa York Eleotroniog vp, 
he haa no apecifie plans, Wullan Aronty quite aa we 


jor vp, Daytron Bleetpyy), 
ea & mtg. wen Quits 
apaewoo Induatrial, 
John Mealy, ex-corporate planning vp, joj,,, 
J » Product dey hi 
Video Enterprises as vp, proc MoVelOping 
Ape auisitions, . Paul Birmingham promotog en 
mount exec. VP of nons=theatrical /edioationy int ‘Ay, f 
butions . Thomas Johneton, @X* Paramount home. % 
video dir,, heade market development at Wien vt 1 
Corporate Affaire Div,, asaigned to seok hew outie : . 
4 
‘ 
: 
. 


Diy 


for station’a productions, . Beth Goldatetn joi), Tee 4 
vielon Digeat’s N, ¥. ataff Aug. 27 a8 aanoo ole 
he'a aucceeded as managing editor of Home Video 
Report and exec, editor of VU Marketplace jy 
Kanner, ex-Moped Publications & CB World Masy 


Poter Fry, ex=Intel, joins Apple Computer g, 
customer services mar. A, Taylor Pohlman, “ 
Hewlett-Packard, named to new port of educations) 
mktg, accounta mgr, handling major accounts, . 
cluding Bell & Howell... Paul Welcome, ox Cen 
Dynamics, appointed technical services yyy 
FRO Systema Ltd,, Santa Clara, Cal, (Baroy) 
Peter en, Jensen Car Audio national Hale 
MErs, named Vp. » Dale Kauffman promoted to ce 
International conmimer services dir, moceeding — | 
John Haines, now with Reproduction Teehnologies 

| 


James Newell promoted from weatern regional 
galea mur, to new post of national sales nyy., Alte 
ae re Girod named national training yypp 
All named Brands Mart national mkty. diy 
Jeffrey Martin appointed Koas national stercaphone 
#alea mer,, David MoLeod premium & national a¢ 
counte sales mgr, fb, 

"Firat {lly programmable audio cassetto tape | 
deck” was introduced by Sharp's Optonica last wees ; 
featuring “Automatic Program Muaic Selector,” iy. 
frared remote and timer which accepts up to 42 dis 
ferent programming inatruction#s. Priced at $1,909 
it lets user automatically play up to 18 selections of | 
Gassette in any order, repeat, cancel, eto, tt autor | 
matically wets sensitivity & bias levels ford tape | 
formulations, ineluding metal, Timer section oan 
Adoept programming up to week in advance, also 
controls 2 AC outlets, We counted 100 buttons, kyods 
& awitehos on control panel before we stopped court» 


@dlitop, 


for 


3 ae lao introduced 8 other cassette decks, 


vo 


“pancake” styled components, 4 re 
ve turntables, 


» ea Rely 
Kot Caloulator 
data from Daily 
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SYLVANIA TO TV GAMES: Sylvandt Ooo 4 
manufacturer in video 8 ‘ument de- 
TV hot _General Instr aos 


course, el in 1972. Right to 
Gantry with frat OB7880Y mate Oe ander SVE 
rage ev y Philco brand, is under a 
agrooment between & GTE Entertainm 
Products. 


Games for Matt 
pedi oe Circuit eee C er Electronics 


‘ough existing distributor or; i ; & 
re Companies say they expect no negpep am 
overlap problems. Timing is something ee te 
ed Bares re said it wowtet of "Playcable” 
ae beeper ea ‘ation with GI's Jerrold, 
fo etill planned for early Oct. (Vol. 19:21 p13). 

yet, but it 


vania f ‘ice on game 
Lie Lapa aes 5250 tag planned by Mattel. 


¥ 
|, SAPP, 
ae to have complete pac 
in Oct. at $599. 
oduction of games is scheduled to start 
next ded Long-term tie-up for cartridge produc- 
tion is being negotiated with several potential sup- 
pliers by Mattel, it's understood, and about dozen 
es will be available at about $25 each, when 
game is introduced. GI supplies ICs for games & 
cartridges. 

Mattel will be primarily responsible for cartridge 
supply, and, for this year at least, will be doing all 
national game sales promotion, Mattel's 4th quarter 
TV & print campaign stresses Intellivision logo which 
Sylvania also will use, plays down brand identification. 


Move to home video terminal is natural for GTE 
which is heavily involved in communications through 
telephone, CATV and other related units and will soon 
be test mar Viewdata videotext service (Vol. 
19:25 p10). Importantly, GTE is getting in cheap. 
Extensive hardware & software engineering & develop- 
ment costs are essentially all being picked up by 
Mattel & GI. GTE's entry price into futuristic field 
eee more than actual hardware manufactur- 


Just how natural that move is was spotlighted 
AT&T's announcement last week of experiment with” 
4 rs ae. ee) 


te "A 


AUGUsT 2 - 


19 
GTE Entertainment Products c¢ 
eaking at press meetir 
gem eth Mattel, he predicted indu 
$50-600,000 ome VCRs this year. S 


igen will be repeat of consumer 
a Seen yersion will show that 50’ 


survey. N participating in blind test thoy 


nsumers 
on provided better color picture than sir 


from RCA & Zenith. 


Phone companies are being robbed bl 
ers who are stealing instruments and < 
ding to study by Venture Developr: 
Venture says 30% of owners of Western Electr} 
made phones are using “hot” instruments . 
phone owners have obtained at least one p 
legally and more than 50% of all phones 
gally are hooked up by consumers who do 
installation to company. Thefts are act, 
by phone company policies, study says. C 
are encouraged to take phones with them 
move, and new modular plugs make installa: 
simple, so users feel they'll have no prob 

ing in illicit instruments. Customers ge fer 
for moving phone, but that's much less than pr 
legally purchased extension phone, making 
to steal than buy. Companies don't track q 
phones because it's cheaper to replace the 
conduct search, especially when consumer 
of operating area. Situation is resulting 
nues, power problems for phone companies, 
of FCC equipment registration program is new 
study concludes. Report also contains telep 
sales forecasts by product type, analysis 

sumer purchase behavior, new technology 
assessment. Details: VDC, 1 Wash. Si... 
Mass. 02181. Separately, AT&T said 80° ; 
2 million non-Bell phones to be purchased lecal), 
this year will be hooked up without notification ; 
phone companies. It estimates it lost about $4 mj. 
lion in revenue last year from monthly charges it 

normally would levy on residential extension phones, 


shepherd, 


azvauzasar € 


sum 
accor 


Ls 


Ve 


FCC cleared way for introduction of electronic 
induction cooking ranges next year by setting certi 
eation standards. New rules, which become eff 
Feb. 1, limit strength of RF radiation below 90 kz 
to 1,500 uv/m at 30 meters, 300 uv/m at 30 meters 
for higher frequencies. Ranges transmit RF energ; 
to set up eddy currents within cookware. Pots cot 
hot, range surface stays cold. System is safer. 
uses less energy than conventional electric stove. 
is more adaptable to electronic control, AHAM, 
meanwhile, reports July microwave oven sales rose 
21.1% to 242,100, for 7-month total of 1,21 million 
up 4.3%, 


Mergers & acquisitions: National Semiconductor | 
ding business relationship discussions with a 
omer, | uter producer Itel, Companies 
BtoB | 


all or part of 

noe Said board isex- | 
/acquisition of CIT Financial | 
jon buys Magnum Electric, 
‘of terminal strips, for 
Magnum had sales of 


12 


Financial Reports of TV: 


ndicates intoreatio® cot available at press tine. 


je dollars. Parentheses denote toss 


Audiotronics 19 338,000 
r 0 , 
1979-year to dune 3 Ve +308 ,000 
}978-year to June 30 6 
a) 
“973 000 
“\o79-year to June 39 Le sot 
1978-year to — . 143,000 
qtr. to Ju 
6p to June 30 33,975 ,000 


ifier 


fternational Rect 

ags-year to duly 1 123.7680 
1978-year to duly 2 009736 ,000 
1979-qtr. to July 1 33-39 7000 


1978-qtr. to July 2 


let Co. 
or979-6 mo. to wy “ 131 Se 
1978-6 mo. to July 29 $79,000 
69,218,000 


1979-qtr. to duly 31 

1978-qtr. to July 3) 

ar a a PE 
Notes: “Final report. barter special items- 


—<———— eee 
SEARS CALL: Sears is recalling some 
eae rtoeD sold in 1973-75 to replace 
sistor which could overheat, start fire inside 
. Sears said consumers have reported 5 
incidents of fires in those sets, but no injuries. 


new 13" & 17" models, most still in distributor & 
dealer inventories, to eliminate potential shock 
hazard caused by defective component used in produc- 
ing a small number of them (Vol, 19:17 p9). 


——_a—_ 


} ‘World's smallest" is claim Hitachi is using 
for color TV combo it plans to offer in Japan later 
this month. Unit has flat-face 5" tube, features 
electronic on-screen bar display scan-tuning, FM- 
AM-audio cassette, measures 13" X 5,5" X 12", 
weighs 14.3 lbs. without self-contained batteries 
(10 D-cells), It draws 28 watts in AC operation, 14 
watts DC, can be operated from external 12-volt 
source. Price & export plans weren't disclosed... 
Toshiba is offering in Japan one-piece 45" projector 
that uses trio of 7" monochrome tubes as picture 
source, has brightness of up to 100-ft.-lamberts. 
Unit folds into 38" x 28" x 50" package, has stereo 
audio capability, lists at just under $3,000. Acces- 


SEPTEMBER tind 
ia: | 


mer Electronics Personals 
Cor psu sale g resigns as United Artists y 
ble for home video & pay-TV activitie 
se NY jaw firm Phillips, Nizer, Benja, 
xxim & Ballon. -- mpetedy Se- Philips Laba 4" 

U.S. Pioneer (hi-fi) as system com, 

_. Richard Clark, ex-U.s, 3a" 
ooentele treas. and financial plann 


a 
ing ¢ 

, Tandy exec ‘S& 
anal sis dir... James Baker y exec. yp. 
wat a dir.; Robert Bourland advanced from 
International U.K. vp-managing dir. to diy, wD 
sponsible for Chicago, Columbus, Detroit @ pi, 
burgh... Mark Welland named Maxell Battery Se 
sales mgr- 


Gary Stein, former General Instrument Djs. 
crete Semiconductor Div. mktg. YP, appointed yy. 
gen. mgr. of Playcable, joint venture of GI's Jo,_ 
vold & Mattel, responsible for merchandising _ 
CATV -fed video game -computer system (Vol. 19.9, 
pi3)...Ron Freedman, ex-Home Theatre Movies _ 

ointed asst. to Pres. S. Gerald Stone, Nationa) 
Video Group, formed last May to enter home video 
business. .. David Galpern advanced at North Amer 
iean Philips from budgets & analysis dir, to Consum 
er Products Div. yp-controller.. .Stanley Gault mm 
industrial products & components senior yp, tO fein 
Rubbermaid as vice chmn. Jan. 1, is slated to be 
named chmn. May 1...Richard Brown advanced at 
Radio Shack to eastern computer mktg. dir, 


John Guilfoyle, ITT Europe pres., named exec 
vp of U.S. parent... George Johnson resigns as Swing 
InterMagnetics pres.; James Lantz advanced from + 
to exec. vp, consumer products. . . Lorell Pender, > 
ex-Maxell, appointed Fuji Photo consumer tape pred 
ucts midwest mgr.; Robert Smith named for west : 
Donald Scott advanced at Motorola Auto Products } { 
from direct sales to special markets national sales | 
mgr., with expanded responsibility for mass mer- | 
chandiser accounts. 


Raymond Payne, Javelin chief engineer, named | 
vp...Ron Means, ex-Altec Lansing, joins JBLas_ | 
Professional Div. mgr... Charles Liddic advanced at 
GE Tube Products Dept. to semiconductor & special 
products mgr...Marshall Bartlett, ex-General Instrv- 
ment, joins Bourns as corporate staff operations : 
senior vp... Jack Strange promoted at Du Pont to 
Electronic Materials Div. dir...David Russell ad- | 
vanced to Monsanto Electronics Div. commercial _| 
development dir.; Haskell Waddle named materials | 
mktg. dir, | 
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Sylvania rolled back June price hikes somewhat 
a 19:21 p10) with new 25" Superset leaders, 19” 
oan at recent distributor meeting. In 19", 
bit ic table -model leader continues at $400, 

fa added step-up model with one -knob elec- 
nic tuner at $440, down $10 from preceding in- 

3 up featu: 3T-Matic, mechanical tuning; 
l¢ drop-in with one- 
perset 25'' consoles . 

r at $670, down 
ounced, but un- 
T-day 4-selection 
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dco: 
prot » Staff to propose man- FCC Oks 
ae ES COMING ‘ LINK- up: 
Tv RUT erammed | Sepp = Sasa ; ne RF modulators, Proposes qmbuters to TY sets 
ho for menaolete a.m. (P. 1) mputers, Separating them fra Tules on personal 
advertising OF WS" CASSETTE PRog m video devices, (P. 7) 
CKS to buy stations pro- 


3 . RAMMING t di 
session. FCC plans seminar for mget ‘ities. wekwiek ay 50-store ta a 
ing. Advertisers & agencies attacked Paign. (P, 8) ©-Life video club starts ad tam 


black stations. (P. 2) 
Tie a Gc HOT topic in Washing- 
nyo DE-RE! NAB board plans special meeting 
7 awa seeks direct correlation between 
ot, 18 Pee od increased minority ownership and 
ogramming. (P. 2) 
8: BFM hears TV au- v 
; al audience and rate ine eee 
id re than compensate. Estimates on : 
th of wie, VCR, STV, discs. (P. 5) TBM ASSUMES 25% ownership 
> 


ort hardware maker Uni 9 in Japan videodisc 
ABLE CABLE COMMENTS: Long docu- Vision Assoc, rN lew oe when Disco- 

pred few surprises; Carter Administration son-CSF gaining new Stentor 8 interest. Thomp- 

pests Oe eroup seeks compromise. (P. 5) for optical disc. (P. 11) 1 “ustomers— 


girs FTC with 5-day funding limit, wouldn't SONY NET DECL 
OUS 


INES in quarter due to forei 
sng or new investigations. Up to Sen- change losses, despite tripli foreign-ex- 
es reemarents ad witnesses coming up in Sen- BSR cites dip in d eee merating income. 


'S of home co; 


emand, price competiti: g, 
Sy we mG over sight hearings. (P. 6) dip in first-half profit. (P. 11) iy coe tee 


ae 


xp TV RULES COMING FROM FCC: Mandator requirements for children's TV programmii 
BS eaaanded by FCC's children's TV inquiry staff and Office of Plans & Policy, Televi- 
on Digest has learned. Under proposal, stations would be required to air 5 hours weekly on 


wm: P yeekdays for pre-school-age, 2-1/2 hours for school-age children. 


: 


bal 


No requirements are expected to be recommended for Sat. morning shows and no restric- 


Bitions are proposed for advertising in children's programming. Staff would draw distinction be- 


on educational & entertainment, leave it pretty much up to licensee to define what is what. 


OPP justifies proposed new requirements on TV—in face of move to de-regulate radio (see 
>. 2)-with argument that they're different media, should be treated differently. Commission 
scheduled tentatively to consider children's TV programming Oct. 30 (postponed from Sept. 
8)-and betting is that there are 4 firm votes for staff recommendations. 


* « * * 
AtNAB, TV Code guidelines were expanded & clarified on commercials directed toward 
thildren—effective Oct. 15 for new spots, March 1 for those currently in use. Guidelines, in 


-A form, cover audio & video depictions of a balanced breakfast and establish new policy on 

Sweepstakes commercials aimed at children. 

Tight © 1979 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, without written permission, is a violation of Federal 
fl? USC 101 et seq, ). On written request, permission will be granted liberally for reproduction of occasional articles. 


_ 
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CB antennas. 4 
foe dines ard devel yment wou 
to BIA ettoeie: ae up est 
industry standard. | © “ie installing ©" 400 last 
pacts er er in 1976, 0 in 1977, 1 

{buted decline to re 
year, 2 antennas are major cau 
among consumer products. 

rts examines Magna 
rere Fpissue, finds picture of "high 


dise system in ‘video tap 
quality—better than [that] from any choice,” calling 


for direc 


it a 
nforbidd: ' 
titer carts bec rh otto A foe low-priced 

ToL thortre ae "there's little reason” to 


pay more than $: sak y 
bey eee Be ees ings of stereo head~ 


Rat 
0 tops list) & printing cal- 
culators (Sharp EL2168 rated best). 


Video programming 
Clearinghouse, scheduled for Nov. 
have about 16, 000 entries, including 3, “a 
movies & entertainment features, 12,000 education: 
& general interest titles. Book (900 pp) will sell for 
$19.95, National Video lane 0 Lente ook ee 
has budgeted $500, 000 for adve ising & pr : 
yey em on libraries, Next step is 
vetablishment of hot line to answer questions from 


subscribers, cost $150 annually. 


Ad notes: Atari video game sales effort in- 
cludes increase from 2% to 5% in co-op ad allow~ 
ance. Consumers buying programmable game in 
3rd quarter get certificate good for 5 LP albums. 
In 4th quarter, buyers will get coupons for $2. 50 
discount on 5 different game cartridges. . . Mar 
Electronics appoints Scott & Burch, Chicago, for 
electronic health care items offered by new Con- 
sumer Products Div. Also naming S&B is speaker 
producer Mesa Electronics, 


Poor sales of personal computer is forcing sharp 
cutback, repositioning, at Alpex Computer, Company 
laid off 23 of its 39 employes, put Pres, Norman 
Alpert on sick leave, cut executive salaries. Com- 
bi pak ringie fullscale study to see if Alpex 900 

le 
pale ne more attractive, set Nov. 30 deadline 
Equipment nameplate rule for FCC-authorized 
aut 
Products has been loosened. FCC granted EIA/C 


aaa RE, 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1 i 
“ny 


has "definitely gate @ Conscious de, : yo 
nin consumer elec ronics," accopan tion 
to eee products & Services Exec. poring ; g 
a inte, He said this to about 100 member, alee @ 
aio Electronics & TV Retailers Assn, (pp e 
Radio ought to U.S. by ITT for visits ei vu 
erican dealers and discussions about . ¢ a 
ae consumer electronics. Reports of py & 7] 
tiations to sell conan e. electronics busines, Rege | 
‘not il-fo cp Valente said, conceding fre q 
conversations" (Vol. 19:30 p9)—but "We looke: 4 
the ue of our franchise & contributions, ceq y 
wide resources {and decided] we can Maintain a 
d position in consumer electronics ag in gy)" 
industries." other 
Mergers & acquisitions: Telex Comm, 


uired Turner Div. (CB microphones p.-!% 
Zar from Conrac for undisclosed cash 9¢,i¢s 
said it was disposing of loss-plagued erat 
June (Vol. 19:26 p12). Turner will be combing P 
Hy-Gain CB antenna unit Telex acquired last is wit 
Convoy Scout radar detector line has been acy Car, 
from Interstate Electronics by CBC Corp, nites 
formed by former Interstate officers, ,, Thor, €Ntly 
U. K. completed acquisition of Systron-Donne ot 
§_D holders approved $27-million offer, , ma 
Vision, N. y.-based pre-recorded videocassett” 
Matributor, has acquired audio tape duplicator” 
American Tape Corp., Ridgefield, N.J., for or 
disclosed cash sum. un- 


Consumer complaint record of industry js 
oving, according to first-half report from a 
which received 3, 350 complaints about Ty Re BB, 
riod, down 7.1% from last year, dropping 7. 
service to 13th on list of most -complained-about V 
businesses, down from 11th. Complaints about a 
radio-phono dealers fell 16. 1% to 2, 528, and rani 
dropped to 19th from 16th. BBB said 72, 4% ranking 
icer and 77.2% of dealer complaints were hath 
compared with 75.6% & 75%, respectively, last se 
In all, TV receivers were involved in 2.9% ut Yeu, 
plaints on product quality or performance, m « 


Color TV sales to dealers regist 

cutive weekly decline in period Siting a 
dip wasn't so steep as in previous weeks—2% {1 4 
year earlier to 201,800. Monochrome sales es 

14. 5% in week and home VCR sales were up abo 
1%. Our Early Warning Report on Aug. retail bys, 
ness, mailed last week to EWR subscribers, indicts 
both color & VCR sales to consumers continued sr “ 
last month. ~— 


"TV Receiving Antenna System Component 
Measurements," by Institute for Telecommunications 
arene published by FCC, gives technical analysis 

TV receiving antennas, lead-in cables, auxiliary 
age $7.25. Details: Office of Public Affairs 
era Aches M St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20554 


Personal computer customers in Japan, ana- 


; by Sharp after sale of more than 10,0000 since 


71% of users are in their 
eenagers. Most of units 
ly, 47% for R&D work, 
18% production control. 


wSTOBER A | 
My 


A: tor," ‘ : 

nil atitigation wasn't igetermining factor,” MCA's Sheinber , 
il ible." On 

though he sai tely poss! ; i 60 

yalue for them- aitalog 18 rgbsolu' ’ rity of copyright regardless of how its... po 

us videocassette qt violates are y Fox Agency, which acts as Clearing), inte, BH 
nitial inn} ; ic on pre-record Use, 

Another pres. nett bob suit jraptais ally peveinal, ayia g mitttes = io 

eee ‘nusic. Berman gibt f Copyr i tninished." Tribunal has juet ea eet a of 

use 0" ‘Thomas Brennan, aes igomew! * tent of taping from radio & recon ttle 4 

yemet" for audio COPITIEN! CTe'599 teenagers on fox case ruling, see p. 9.) 48, vin Pow 

survey of Ngeonge (For excerpts from me Bre 2 of 

issue results Nov. Or cameras were only Beet item for Video F ht 

OWN IN AUG:: -—-rease pushed them al ead of b&w camer, ti) 

IMPORTS D 4 month's sharp inc es show. Aug. imports of b&w cam a q 


CR, TV IMPOR 

von importers in Aug-s ae 

ulative bas eee 
continsed decline, while TV ship 


mmerce figut’ 


bringing pt pga 
consider: din 
400 Japan on ei 1 6,4 
era imports Of 9, 
olor cam ae 978.5% 


@ to 3,800, leaving cumu 


rts 
July expo’ Aug., shoul ‘dish 


ts dropped ™ 
ns 
i b&w. dels, dropped 5.4% in r 

steep decline for one on-consumer_moce"S, month to 4 
VCR import total which — ne —wonthly figure is about 10% below expectatig : 
month total to 36, Pi g. of nearly 52,000 . Sept. imports, which wij inet ; 
4 : ow marked increase over Sept. 1978 tot Nde |g 
00 were tri j 
For b&w ca 


arkedly, due in large part to Unexpecteg, 
y 


ple those of Aug. last year, fies of 
meras, it was 6th monthly decline ih 


lative total at 48,500, down 32.3%, 


31.1%, as color dropped 36.4% to 279 100 


's i 12,600 were down d 
In TV, month's imports at period, total TV imports were down 10.8% to 6.29 i 
an %, b&w at 3.7 million, down 4.4%. in 
ug impo: included 98,30 Pp 
Aug. corer impor pariels color imports were down 42.5% to 979,000, while incom! 
, FO :) While Japan, Mexico and, to lessening degree, Taings 


pletes were up 
are major source 
are starting to mov' 
have capacity for chassis 
& Philips (for Magnavox), 
established Matsushita plant. 


Color chassis issue is 


Korean officials in Seou 


exports of all types to U.S. ] 
ment is supposed to expire July 1, along with si 


Taiwan. Koreans want to re-negotiate. 


countries for incomp: 
e in, with monthly impo: 


ected to fi 
s week. Phase One 


assembly in Singapore, 
while shipments from 


1.55 million. , : 
10.3% to lete color, Singapore and, in last 2 months, Philippines 
rts running about 2,000 each. Several producers” 


including Matsushita, Hitachi, Mitsubigh 
Philippines are believed to come from just. 


e prominently in trade talks between U.S, g 


of 10-month quota pact limiting Korean colo 


to just over 19 ,000 monthly expires at month's end. Full agree. 


milar quotas on shipments from Japan & 


Key complaint is that Korea alone has no increment | 
; 


quota for chassis & kits, so Korean producers can't economically follow lead of Japan & 


Taiwan makers and set up U.S. assembly operations. 


Probability is that U.S. negotiators wy} 


refuse to change current agreement but will promise adjustment if restrictions are extended, | 


Coleco is suing to invalidate what Mattel claims 
is basic patent for hand-held electronic obstacle-type 
games, Patent (4,162,792) recently issued to Mattel 
covers simple game now being imported in quantity 
from Far East which requires player to move object 
LED through group of IC-controlled LEDs, Available 
in various formats, such as football, hockey, soccer, 
basketball & combat, games retail in $14-$20 range. 
Suit was prompted by infringement notice sent to 
Coleco, and Mattel says it will launch “comprehen- 
sive enforcement program" soon. Coleco Pres 
Amold Greenberg said suit would cause no interrup- 


tion in game shipments, told us fir 
ceive 4 patents cove g ea rie te 


First standards for measuring performance of 
car stereo systems by ad hoc committee of producer 
& marketers cover amplifiers, FM tuners & tape 
drives; 22 companies have agreed to bring product 
literature into conformity by June 1. Upcoming are 
standards for AM tuners, speakers. Details: Mar 
shall Brown, Craig Corp., 921 W. Artesia Blvd, 
Compton, Cal. 90220. 


Columbia Pictures' Home Entertainment Dir. 
appoints sales reps for pre-recorded videocassette 
line covering metropolitan N. Y.; eastern Pa. & 
deaad Va. & D.C.; northern Cal. & northera 
S.D., Minn., Wis., Ill. & Mich. Firt 
y just gone on sale (Vol. 19:36 p10). 


. Among Christmas mail- 


| TAL : Ward stresses 
; Pant monly SE waee. don't even show 
Ba rd2t og on TV: Setney makes big inside-front- 
cay" ice cule J.C. Lia) ete VHS line under own name 
: fice gh with 3 devote many pages to hand- 
or oe at p8)- 4A ¢ computers, ‘ss tie 
ee color TV selection from 
i we features <saren some models from 
“i seate, catalB» T1978 books. Color offerings 
P Paige mer & a (replacing wood-grain model 
a ree at $20) gown $70 from fall 1978 book 
aot 4g" at ere 19"' starting price of $299), 
80) fall Mactor remote at $460 (eame price 
ae yshbutton ote), step) a 
" art fall 8 sane z ‘$590. Console series 
Pany s yeyboard 5500 (down $50 from spring book), 
arket f equlPPe th 25" el series of cones ean 
motes a own 
“a sate a iso}, a sets are 5 AC-DC 
coe si rom are oe $165 (unchanged), 12" AC at $78 
e 5 ith 7 ‘wn $13 from spring book), 12" 
; means) & hea $40 from spring book). 
eon uses “9 Atari-made Video Arcade TV 
al sears Coan 31 cartridges in 2-page spread; 
at $155, ae $35, devotes 2 pages to 
tion rg $25, oon computer ($549), accessories & 
= was es to calculators, learning games 
> ries ad La ae Sears-brand number games 
pandhelds, INC “lator is listed with no brand- 
: ast ae Chess Challenger, Bridge Chal- 
= ae oe aenson Challenger; handheld games, 
b Jeng» ey & Sears names (latter $20), occupy 2- 


yy spread. Sears gives 10% 
gene through Oct. 17. 


: GE-made 10" at $245 
ward color Sa go" leader at $350 (down 
(down $30 from T 19" at $370, keyboard re- 
$100), Pogo (down $70). Consoles start with 21” at 
oO) -95'' at $470 (down $50), double- 
$999 (down at $550 (down $90), single-knob quartz- 
sided cons: om $600 (down $130), 2 keyboard remote 
inet at $790 (down $100), 2 at $800 (down $110). 
cncles a Sint with AM-FM is $148 (down $20), 
ic $98 (own $40), 19" $148 (down $10). 


Ward offers Lexicon translator ($140 without 


F video game $100 (down $50), 
APF programmable $140 (down $50), inside-back- 
cover 2-page spread on handheld games, including 
Mattel, Simon, Merlin, Coleco's Zodiac. Back 
cover features compact stereo system ($240, down 
40) & multi-band radios. 


its retail stores. 
order is 


Matsushita-made 


color camera 


modules); Chess, Bridge & Backgammon Challengers; 
Fairchild \ 


video equipment is listed at prices slightly 


$988, programmable $1,188, 
imer $295, 7-day programmable 
optical 


aime Page 26 
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STH 
expects to 
Stores, at 8-hour units available in 


T prices, by early Nov. 


13" color at $27: 
9 
Temote $479 (down $60); 


AM- 
igit : 
wi Eital clock f 
800 computer Cassette $254. alarm at 


aoe that interest in ek ODUCTS: oe 
Sideration in Zenith's plana se 
tion of Heath was confi ea 


med } 
(1) Completi last week when Zenith 


istry specula- 
8 major con- 


agers, 


tronic Centers, be included in Heath 
catalog. 


Zenith isn't first to 


put consumer electronics 
logo on data equipment. 


RCA, through Solid State 
Div., has been active for 2 years, and Sylvania is 


slated to start marketing Mattel's convertible-to- 
computer Intellivision video game next month. Move 
does, apparently, put end to persistent rumors of 
data-product tie-up between Texas Instruments & 
Zenith. Reports of such deal were Sparked earlier 
this year when it was announced TI would buy color 
TV displays for home computers from Zenith. 


Meanwhile, TI is borrowing leaf from Radio 
Shack's successful computer marketing book and 
expanding own chain of specialty retail stores. Sub- 
sidiary TI Supply opened new outlet in Seattle area 
last week, bringing nun.ber in operation to 10, may 
open 4 more by year's end. TI had only 3 owned 
stores at end of 1978. Stores carry complete TI 
consumer products line, provide training in use of 
more items, such as learning aids & programmable 
calculators. 


ite generally ing industry sales in U.S., 
new eae sham entries keep popping up. 
Both Sharp & Toshiba, which are ee noe in 
Japan, say they expect to start exporting 0 U.S, 
Tandy, Radio Shack's parent, previously 
announced plan to add home model to current small 


10—TELEVISION DIGEST 


9-MONTH SALES: Color TV sal! 
that widely anticipat 
downturn inten: 
p6), but first-hi 
promise sales of abo 
it 2nd best year in hi 
product. 


Sales in Si 
following 11.7% 
rate of 9,08 millio 
10, 83-million rate). 
2,438,130, down 8.5 
of 9,38 million. First 
2nd at 10.44 gee ey 

he Industry), 54 es A a4 
soya but tilt at rate of 10.09 million. 
pated downturn all year, 
ison with sales, which | 
ges—particularly in 13 
pace of Sept. con- 
e more than 10- 


11 weeks at end of Aug. 
i lor TV in- 
At factory-plus-distributor levels, co! 
ventories at end of . totaled about 2,309,000, 


ear st year-to-year per- 
down 0s ‘March 1976. At 


es to dealers reached 


‘om Sept. 1978, 
at annual 

‘st was June's 
ales totaled 
lier and at rate 


7% fr 


kept pr 
even resulted in 


tinues, 
week supply, down from 


factory level, 
22%—largest dip 
inventories were up 1 
During month, factory- 
were reduced by 6%, fa 
distributors’ stocks risin, 
are cutting back sharply, 
at distributor level reflec 


plus-d 
ctory inventorie: 
g 2.3%. Factories clearly 
while rise in inventories 
ts reduced dealer buying. 


Inventory comparison with last year, however, 
could result in misleading conclusions. Current 
totals are somewhat distorted on low side as result 
of 8-week strike which closed Sanyo's Forrest City, 
Ark. plant from Aug. 5. Plant supplies bulk of 
Sears' 19" and all of its 25" console color require- 
ments. Last year's figures were inflated by quota- 
anticipation stockpiling by Korean & Taiwanese 
manufacturers and their private-label customers 
here. Also building inventory was Admiral, which 
was being pulled out of TV business by parent Rock- 
well. Although it was leaving field, Admiral still 
had to fill Christmas needs of its dealers and meet 
commitment through March 1979 to its major private- 
label customer Montgomery Ward. 


Home VCR sales, still good 21. 5% ahead 
year for 9 months, were down 5, 3% from naan 
but the 88,766 sold still made Sept. 1979 2nd best : 
mrecord, It wasn't first monthly decli 
pall sales this year; sales in April & may ware 
peat yi lar ee eee B&w sales continued 
month of 1978 to show decline wy #8 only 


served as aide to Sen. Tal 


OCTOBER 1, 


Here are BIA sales-to-dealer figyy, 
compared with 1978 & 1977 results: 


pL 1 9 Months Sales TABLE:rai 


€8 for 8 


Sept. 
1979 
1,748,671 
1,055, 185 

693,486 
53,766 
4,195, 320 
3,081, 864 
447,023 
2,634,871 2,775,461 
auto, 1,113,456 1300}225 14° 4 
VIDEO CORP, FORECAST: Video Cory i 
I Chmn. George Gould painted rosy pictur, of Ametig 
producers entering home video market j, - for Ove 
recent N, Y. security analysts meeting ae : 
| yCA's VidAmerica rental business mae © said 
20% royalty, or $2.80 on $14 fee charseq icerg 
Assuming major title can be rented to 257 
million VCR owners as Gould forecasts f, 
producer would get $3.7 million. Binet 
_54 million in 1985 when Gould predict 
million VCRs will be in home use. S 


"This is far beyond what TV or pay T 
now for anything except 'Gone With The se 
Gould said. VCR's player predictions we ¥s 
veloped in 1977, didn't relate to VCR feiee de. 
rise. He thinks prices will drop, romathie TOW on} 
tially," with arrival of no-frills units, “>. 


Gould related VCR growth to . 
"flash points,"’ claimed player ee 
million next year would foster production of "4 
made-for-VCR specials; 3.7 million in 198 ™odegy 
lead to made-for-VCR movies. He sees" 1 would 
able return on investment" if production costs a 
held to $200, 000-$300, 000 and $1-$2 mitlinn 
tively. Ton, respes. 


Sept, 
1978 


, 876,071 
208,170 - 
667,901 
56,759  ~ 
795,031 -13 
494,806 -~ 
719,345 -37 


color.» = 
monochrome. - « 
Home V' 
‘Total radio 
home, portable . 
AM-only -. ++ 
FM & FM-AM. 


3 
2 


| 
| 


1989, 
Tumps f 
22° 


sn 
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Mattel hiked prices on Intellivisi 

video game-computer Nakata one 
start delivering to major markets by end of th mt 
month, Basic game console will carry $275 li 
up $25 from target announced last June and font 
price in current J.C. Penney Christmas entail 
19:40 p12), while 14-cartridge library lists my 
each med over Penney price. Penney prices a 
pad: a through Aug. 9, 1980. Mattel accessory 
: pad ee ae wipe oebreg due for 

a SO up $25 to $275, sy- 
bey ere to start own-brand market ‘ok of 
wee vision ae in Philadelphia, Baltimore & 
win via i le weeks. Kickoff markets for 
byrne Ra jong » are N.Y., Chicago, L.A 


PR ry gg received 1-3-year sentence 
4 St. Court Judge John Lewis for sub- 

mitting false expense vouchers to Senate while he 

madge (D-Ga,) in 1971-14, 


19, 9%, 


‘0, 6%: 
op 00% 
Sine om 


ea, 
wTVeto 


rt ie8 (Japan, 


i 


e, C 
mpon’ 
, wp 33 


imports vd changers, 


market, were down 35, 9%; 
ee abies, last year's high- 
480,000, were down 50, 7% 
other turntables were 
sory items, amplifiers 
osed speakers rose 4, 7% 
es made comeback from 1978 


is year; 
got acces: 


; Co! 


udio are spotlighted by : 
jams in Which fell 34.1% to 3.58 mil- 
ee which reflect 


ure tube imports were 
by ane all of decline in color, off 
rose 2.5%. TV tuners were off 
ments declining from all major source 
Taiwan & Mexico). 
& deflection components were 


videocassettes posted 26.4% increase, 
I cassettes slipped 5. T% i 
but ave fall-off came in shipments from Mexico 
vere U, S.-brand marketers have assembly 
erations while imports of high-quality cassettes 
from Japan and promotional tapes from Hong Kong 


components, receiving tubes continued down 
pee oblivion with 35.1% decline, incoming ship- 
ments of variable resistors were off 3, 3% and vari- 
able s fell 72%. Posting increases were 
ICs (10.6%), transistors (10, 8%), fixed capacitors 
(9.9%) and fixed resistors (17%). 


45,407,179 6,260,150. 43,848, 017 
4,633,078 * a 
5,995,205 604,262 4, 
44,599,185 10,388, 4a, 
36,992,515 25,456, a, 
35,991,785 10,920, ». 
33,125,308 3,633, n, 
12,786,224 3,927, 10, 
54,706,055 4,977, ay 
40,385,012 4,243,262 70) 
10, 127,352 it 
401 Ad 
28, 4, 523 
S140,087 
11, 950,558 

11, 

130,429 

113, 189 

3,400 

31,833 

BM 
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Montgomery Ward will test-market personal 
‘8 at stores in Houston & St. Paul; hard- 
omes from Interact & Ohio Scientific. Un- 
, MW isn't putting computer in 
expandable APF program- 
if pa a ae 
rt it) uputer (Vol. 


it parts imports 
pits Ginaral decline 
srts of accessories pre- 
el mmerce Dept. figures show. 
sents imported in period to- 
% from same year-earlier 


Imports of 


Most of audio 
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one Mig. Co., Sanyo-Sears joint 
nture, reported 3, 2%, Sales gain 


rter, first such in 
crease sinc 
4th consecutive q Mapa) 


SMC SALES up: 
color production 
in fiscal 3rq qua. 
1978 quarter but 
financial table). 
43.3% and firm ¢ 


SMC said it expects ¢ ) i ; 
$1.75 million in 4th quarter oo ePecitl credit of 


from Japanese Parent of m, 


GE reported record 3rd i 
“quarter results, said 
that while consumer Products & services Sales were 
up, earnings fron that sector were flat. 


margins in firm's 
entering motion pi 
annually. Move i 


————— 


Videodise R&D is gaining momentum at Exxon 
Enterprises and Atlantic -Richfield Dvelopment Corp. 
(Ardev) on west coast. Ardev Vp Peter Wohlmut says 
prototypes of film-based system will be built next 
year at old Anaconda Copper plant in Marina del 
Rey. Technology is similar to that attempted by 
defunct I/O Metrics (Vol. 19:39 pil), although 
Wohlmut emphasizes Ardev's effort is totally sep- 
arate. Exxon program, under direction of Leonard 
Laub, ex-Zenith disc R&D, is hiring staff via ads 
in L.A, Times and trade magazines such as Laser 
Focus, Computerworld. Tentative name for opera- 
tion—-Star Systems—was scrapped. Exxon probably 
is inclined toward optical disc, but Laub claims 
technical range is "extremely broad." Major inter- 
ests of Exxon & Ardev are industrial applications. 


Digital audio will dominate technical sessions at 
AES convention, Waldorf Astoria, N.Y,, Nov. 2-5. 
PCM systems will get full coverage at morning and 
afternoon meetings Noy. 4. Japanese will be much 
in evidence, as Mitsubishi & Sony present 3 papers 
each, Matsushita one, all on tape recording & play- 
back. Philips & Teldec will discuss their respective 
optical & mechanical disc systems, Show will feature 
record 160 exhibits, 


is 5th color TV manufacturer. Evdin 
hens is weak production of 19" sets at 5,000 
monthly rate under license from Mitsubishi, plans to 
double output next year. Philco (now owned by 
Mexico's Grupo Alfa), Philips, Matsushita, Sharp & 
Toshiba currently produce color in Brazil, 


ne 2. BR i Bil 


In s 
COnSturna- mn 
electrect 


F ) 
IhOnmice . 
: cS i) 
‘d ieee. 
aut, service for broadcasting, consu ee 
ange | qatboritative mer electronics @ allied fielas 
res 979 ARY- INDEX ; 
20044 cen SUMM OF WEEK’s NEWs VOL. 19, No. 43 
AY ; Consumer Electronics es 
¥ tomy | is IATIONS?: Network In- NEVIN 0 
61) yer NJ. arrruthority over networks from new gra uoRT BACK at anit in che 
ct ty I SA cpusion tip require affiliations Bits fe Us pe ack to old. (p, gy nge 
ce] { as 
sue te yepropstl for EEO supervision of ne ore AL vive Ne cinaiehig: Preto 
arty a tail.’ Umer model's read ae 
rity we (P. 1) 


BOOST: FCC eliminates manda- 


8 in short sy ly, a 
: papis ianeition to already hag 70,000, (P, 9) Pply, although GM 
a Hf TiC spurring more Tap ts of installa- REP. VANIK 
yoensings Bays aus: COB j amid indicate ACCESS to Treasury documents 
ates fo : iati &ranting diparaes ee ‘8 adopting liberal Policy in 
ee ee apek to ey Ata ductions, (p, 49) "® for TY dumping duty re- 
ts but s' S 
os “f ie radio board splits 14-9 on one Year seo OCABET TE Sales of 11 million this 
8, aie 3 overcapacit ine Von Over possible 
a on. (Ps ) RROGRAMMING:; Senator discs, a ¥, declining VCR Sales, threat posed by 
Ato, ROVE TV P. ity and sometimes tast- eae) 
- diocrity ¢ 25 
ot matured by tBE Mens broadcasters get free ride, TIME HOME VIDEO club passes first test, draws 
Ir te on TVs atte NAB conference super sta- 20,000 responses to mag 
Bortz 


1 (Pp, 4) target is 50,000-100,000 azine ads, Membership 
gg cables passing fancy.’ (P. 


; THORN Eins oe within 2 years, (P. 12) 

‘just VISITED: House Judiciary : R EMT in Continuation of indust 
tions ; COPYRIGHT ee, Geller, others; ‘lean Consolidation in Europe, Bid for Capehart, aren: 
cael geo hens ‘educate! members. (P, 5) Tarzian Tuner Div. sale off, (P, 12) 
ste ' hear’ 
efficient h 'y PLAN: FCC asked to waive top-50 RCA, ZENITH REPORT lower 3rd-quarter earnings, 

jORIT inorities. (P. 5) GTE shows loss from consumer electronics, (P, 19 

Pye policies for m 
é 


IATIONS FOR N.J.? Announcement of 
XDATORY AP Pv rks (Vol. 19:42 p1) was only one day 
‘ with something a good deal more surprising— 
came w 


m, J vith NJ. UHFs. 
jation plan came from Chmn. Ferris, has some backing of other commissioners, de- 
Affiliation plan CAS 


e if ever adopted. "That's something we've talked about for years," 
Se ion a fig 've always struck out. When we met with the networks on this, they 
R a ae Be oar business. Now we have the authority, and it's a whole new ball game, 
said it's 


ion debated long-festering demands for commercial VHF as- 
1 oi Nd } aeons it's impossible because of interference, Commission in- 
ie Pure ih Asbury Park, Atlantic City, Newton, Vineland, West Milford & 
Soeat UBFe already operate in Camden (WNJS), Montclair (WNJM), New Brunswic 
| | (mug), Trenton (WNJT), Wildwood (WCMC-TV). 


i 
Network affiliation for stations would be mandatory, unless a station perry 7 Se i 
Id be "to make the Us more viable," said Comr, Quello, He = oe . raatan 
hea, {tind it rather interesting... If we go in this direction, we have to m ceed 
pete exception." Comr. Jones said matter of affiliation oe ae pron : 
hi © 1979 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, bey ih permission, bs : bce re 
U Se iiete Os ori copeans  exoseiod ba grenisd reproduction of occasional 
. de = eh a 


a vi 0" 


ae - 


Network Inguir conclusion that 
old last week when Commission 
proposal to require networks to affiliate 


on 
SLCCTFOnICS 


jive service for broadcasting, consumer elect 
Ton 
les & allied fields y 
SUMMARY-INDEX OF WEEK’S NEws VOL. 19, No. 45 ) 
0000 it INQUIRY: FCC won't Someniner Electronics 
KID : won! OCt cae ' 
LOBBYING IN days, will hear informal 1978, owR SALES to dealers down on} or, 
lem il then. (P. 1) Bw level with Pepe 8.6% ahead of a a 
4 wets AIR TIME: Campaign committee 1 5% PRICE ar. (P, 7) : ‘ 
| serene at networks won't sell half hour set makers CREASE *n color tubes submit 
| aw oe Networks *) iar one Cost pressures in Japan seen ng 0 20% glass hike 
oP) se ant time. (P- of imports. Retail price oft y eating advantages 
a) ING-LESS TV SEX: Morality, pro- $30, with 25" oing up $49 7. Sets seen rising 
zl f og MEET rogramming, major epeplainte of TV DUMPING PROTES iad 7) 
2.9) gsitli V ng at NAB town meeting. = Way for cuts in $46 mio from Customs clear : 
“SF gakorans ASKED: Midwest asks FCC Japan in March 1978, tana e¥1e4 on imports from 
LE wnership to 25%, same as Pending reappraise Porters withhold comment 
en eign cable 0’ ment, (p, 8) 
a pli ae Canadian-owned systems noted. (P.4)  y_pig¢ JUKEBOX developed by G | 
1a seoad FINDS 'SEXISM': Annenberg School ne ee capacitance disc, for ieotallevien 7 200 | 
: gost §AG finds men's roles outnumber *®, “ocations by mid-1980 at 25¢ play. (P, 10) 
aay = et in prime time & Sat. a.m. (P. 4) Pore a VIDEO duplicator ‘beyond development 
one UTION’ ON KID TV would be tohave — syatsuchitee rte? COUld be available in 12 ree, 
eR LE Son requirements, Inouye tells NAB 7 § version still in R&D, (P, 10) . 
ists FCC plan, 'big LLS-GARDNER & AD i 
got. St Pr ens if industry resis , \ VENT in black for quarter, 
er il act. New technology debated. (P. 5) Matsushita & Coleco post improved results, . 11) 


45 DAYS OF LOBBYING: Unusual compromise among FCC commissi 
Te in 45-day "truce" before children's TV rulemaking ce te last 


re gentatives time to push for less potent proposals (Vol, 19-44 pl), giving industry 


Compromise came after disagreement over request that Commission launch rulemaking 
aniltely, precluding informal presentations to commissioners because of ex parte rules, 
teading call for more "input'’ was Comr. Lee, while Comr. Brown pressed for immediate start 
jor rulemaking. 
recommendation in staff report—that stations be required to carry minimum 
en's programming—also brought out most discussion at Commission meeting 


tiated (Vol. 19:39 pl). (We incorrectly reported last week that staff also would recom- 
wend tat PBS stations be allowed to carry commercials during children's programs). 


discussion on mandatory children's programming time, Comr. Brown, who with 
nit : Tigi, is thought to favor proposal, seemed to waiver. Said Brown: "This gives 
mevery, very serious pause.'' Comr. Washburn, who is thought to be on fence, had reserva- 
tong algo: "You're going down some avenues here the Commission has never gone before... : 
| there has been some distinct improvement [in network programming] in quality, perhaps ah n 
quantity,” Comr, Quello wondered if proposal would mean FCC "will be charged with being the 
| Federal Censorship Commission," 


Commission instructed staff to include all recommendations in rulemaking and to leave open 


Pright © isi i eprod form, without written permission, is a violation of Federal 
atu ie ree On he pole Be ieee ba gael liberally for reproduction of occasional articles. 
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rs, 
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Pe eal 


45 
p° 19, NO IN BLACK: Wells-Gardner re- 


ecutive profitable quarter in period 
‘gnd cons' and gain was enough to put company in 
sett Sept. ‘months (see Vol. 19:44 p12). wg 
it oe full 9 Pha, in quarter, 57.7% for full period 
pet fg r08e © ; 
gid al sal ‘million last year. Private label pro- 


compute died product is in works for mid-1980 
to spec 


vn 
0b) ction ; 
otro A CRs, color TV, appliances & 

ats aie eesent contributed to improved 
jo manic Ore its in 3rd quarter & 9 months to 
et ed re’ ny said export sales rose 16.9% to 

99, COMPr were off 1.1% for 9 months to 

Ae million es by product line for quarter, 
5 pillio® sults in parentheses: Consumer 
ote th Vomponents $1.13 billion, up 10.4% 
Rectronies & up 4.8%); communications, test & 
(9.92 Dillion ont $159.9 million, up 23.1% ($461.1 


ial ou patteries $108.8 million, up 


allay 9 milion, up 12). 
ned to black in 2nd quarter to Sept. 
Adv! ani were down 24.7%. For half, firm 
19, alt gales decline, increased loss. Full-period 
jad 25-8 1978 was after $159,000 gain from litiga- 
iefict Mement with founder Henry Kloss. 
tion 


reported sharply improved sales & net 
er and 9 months, said electronic game 
for sraauay period totaled $47.4 million, against 
aed jast year. Coleco said it has experi- 
$14.9 mi s in shipments from IC suppliers but be- 
ed les will be adequate for 4th quarter. 


Miteubishi Electric said sales rose 22% in half 
90 to $2.2 billion, after tax net jumped 
i to $51.6 million. It reported consumer prod- 
Ls sales jumped 27.3%, while electronic products 
he qystems rose 24.9%. Exports provided 29.3% of 
volume. 


Craig suffered 48% profit decline on 2% sales 
decrease in opening fiscal quarter. Company attrib- 
ied results to stiff competition in audio industry. 
Discussing situation in annual report, Craig said it 
Jost money in consumer electronics in closing quar- 
ter, and market share in car stereo slipped. Indi- 
cated audio sales for year show car stereo at $60.2 
million, down 13.1%; compacts & components $15. 1 

down 15.7%; tape recorders $7 million, up 
ana CBs & monitors $1 million, down 68.1%, 
Major bright spot was $5 million in first-year sales 
of pocket translators, 


Craig says, it expects to introduce 
ndhe 4 computer systems with ad- 
, expanded memories, 


rs for 


> Paaine Page 26 


cated." TELEVision DIGEST—)} 
has 
units Warn Mut all Progra: 
2 m 
financial rep . 3 Unications Gates video game 
Segment in + Sales of e] rd quarter 


. ct 
With operating som TO8e 44. 7% 


‘on plant in 
e mid-1981 
nSion for Videodises. 


‘Ompletion j 
ed for eae, oats 


—_—, 


ons: Polygram, joint world- 


= Germany's 


» Said it's nego- 


R from 18.4% to 45% through 
lows turndown of FI plan for 


Adler, 


Ad notes: Fuji offers free C-90 audio cassette 
with videocassette purchase. Purchasers of C-90 
audio cassette twin-pack get free 8-cassette storage 
case plus recorder use-&-care book, , .Sony is 
running 3-for-2 promotion on cobalt audio cassettes, 
offering 10-cassette case with purchase of 3 pre- 
mium ferric oxide cassettes... Alpine will add 60% 
to any co-op money returned by dealers, use funds 
to buy time for custom ads on local FM stations 
specified by retailers... Dialight appoints Green- 
stone & Rabasca, replacing Michel-Cather on $25,- 


800 account... Sharp launches regional campaign for 
new 2-6-hour programmable VHS VCR under theme 
"You Were Smart To Wait." Sharp plans to have 
$1,295 VCR, $1,095 color camera, in 18 markets 
by end of month. 


Value of imported consumer video & audio equip- 
ment & subassemblies in first half totaled just over $2 
billion, down 2. 4% from $2, 06 billion in same 1978 
period, but up 13, 8% from $1 "1 olllton, to. Fani= Dane 
1977, C Dept. r' Showing signifi 


CONSUME, 
CLEC TrOnice 


tive service for broadcasting, 
rita 
tho 
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Vide st i leaders on VCR SALES 

| . ; mmunications lea § RECORD Set in Oct., whe, di 

7 4 KD Bees candatory programming bought 61,389 units. Color Ty manufactur ere cut 

a aes poy wie TV proposal. (P. 1) Inventories fay More than decline in Sales. (P, g) 

Sibi caoitel mont 17 B RCENTAGES' to be faced at AOC PLANS U.S. PLANT for color TV assembly, 

., ON 'PE eting as directors are split Former Admiral Taiwan unit to assemble Sets in 

ets oo seal pert ve Staff pushing hard for underground quarry outside Kansas City, (p, 9) 

7 ion 

Re A 7) deregulatioy (P. 2) VCR, Baw IMPORT in Sept., color off, though 

nett pre guidan on Best. Bureau in major chassis shipments continued Strong. Japanese TV 

Zen el! jpate, evaluate and put makers unsatisfied with Customs Ty dumping pro- 

a puts ti aE ee ails, Washburn dissent test verdicts; court challenge expected, (P. 10) 

tions nary e SS iual Branch. (P. 3) EMI ACQUISITION by Thorn approved. Wakefield 
res of Ed TED; In blunt filing at FCC, cleared to buy Capehart 

* od HAS STAR 


- Murata expanding. (P, 11) 
ks have no excuse 

serts networ 

mittee as 


ame market test back 2 
S. faces tough going on HF weeks, Mattel may not be out this year. Playcable 
n fp ; BAG: eee compromise on broad- experiment postpovea, (P. 11) 
iter. ARC’ gar 5) ABC VIDEO RELEASES videocassette documentary 
saellltes- \"* 5 S-622 includes anti- of Pope's visit, to be marketed by Magnetic Video. 
oes TE BILL: Hevised ion; limits alien Paramount shipping up to 100,000 cassettes Nov, 15 
pide pas gibbons BEE Sons to MV and other distributors. (P. 12) 
pr wnership. (P- 
aie owner 


i leaders are 
PROCEEDING: Congressional communications 
CONGRESS BALKS ae ts, rulemaking requiring specific amount of time ae 
} astappy with p as pl), and Sen. Goldwater (R-Ariz.) has threatened legislative action. 
Benign: (Vol. 19: , 
‘} epildren's 


blican on Commun i is in 
ter, ra Re i ications Subcommittee, told Chmn. Ferris 
Gold! am oing d to th Subcommittee] chairman 
ah to recommend to the [ 
— 1 essary: ‘I cs 
that if nec 
last week 


j the ball 
ite legislation prohibiting this in-depth regulation, and just see where the 
: write 
tat we meet, an . 
a i lie, it is this kind o 
wa ‘ll be perfectly honest with you, Char ee 
v a Gola a a anon that is causing the Congress to turn more an 
it action by Com 


. at 
coaht issions, etc. 
B cracies, comm 
aginst bureau: 


i told us he prefers that 
ications Subcommittee chins | : See 
eae ie ae = sources for children, He said by pu 

paren "you may not be doing very much for kids, 
quantitative 


1 ¥ the 
said FCC "can't solve the 
ittee, Rep. Collins (Tex.), sa out of the FCC. 
ple a etinqent parents by getting a 24 bose per day programing ot ol tte FCC 
| ae pone 2 . means of showing the eee "has got more to do te 
fe said he favors overs ; to," Collins sa chmn,, cou 
re is "if we have to, s Subcommittee 
‘move on specific legislation C.), Senate Communication 
{tan this." Sen. Hollings (D-S,C.), 


F Helens { Federal 
i nission, is a violation o tare 
f ent, F form, without written pert’ tion of occasional 
Toor Sey Ton Waten request permission will be granted liberally for reproduc 
tunte (17 USC 101 et seq. ). On written 5 
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ae peor Enterprises 
# an tow to mar~- 

pata for Understanding, will be rushed 
ket by Magnetic Vv 
sales. Documentary, which te 
of footage not telecast. Meanw! . bi 
cassette & dise rights to 1968 EE 
L.A., with network & organizing CO 
in proceeds. 

Magnetic Video is active on gah thee ‘pus 
20th Century-Fox subsidiary plans Real acme 
American Film Theatre titles, already i a 
houses, on pay TV and now in pscierare eT 
cation, in 2nd quarter and expects a petiad iat 
000 Terrytoon ca: 
this month, Deal Pacey 
to buy cartoons, 0! ler on 
customers who purchased feature film. 


Major MV distributors with notable exception 


f Para- 
{ B & $ Sales in N.Y. are key to success 0) : 
mount home video blitz (Vol. 19:44 ag ee toes 
000 copies of sheer deh 


covered are Ath ; 
Non Theatrical & Education Distribution Div. Pres. 


Robert Peters, although popularity of t 
"Saturday Night Fever" & "Godfather should have 
distributors waiting in line. 


Those handling Paramount catalog now include 
A&H Video Sales, metropolitan N.Y.; Video Library, 
Pa., southern N.J. & Del.; ZBS, D.C., Md., 0. & 
upstate N, Y.; Video World, Fla.; Sound Unlimited, 
metropolitan Chicago; Video Trend, Mich.; Western 
Video, Tex, & Colo.; Pickwick International, Minn., 
S.D. &N.D.; Video One Stop, southern Cal.; Video 
One, Wash., Ore., Ia. & Alaska. 


Video Library says 75 active accounts, of 200 it 
supplies, already have ordered 500-600 cassettes. 
Response in N.Y. was “underestimated,” claims 
A&H, recently established by retailer Video Shack. 
Pickwick is using package to test video among record 
stores (Vol, 19:39 p8), will unveil VideoWorks effort 
at Billboard seminar in L.A. this week. 


Paramount delivery date has to upset Fotomat, 
which plans national rollout of Drive-Thru Movies 
rental & sales effort on Nov, 19. Its catalog will 
carry large number of Paramount titles. Drive-Thru 
concept has customers calling 800 number for ship- 
pate of baer ey to nearest Fotomat store, 
n separate test, Fotomat will stock available titl 
at 300 of its 4, 000 outlets. “3 

—_9—_—_—_. 
JVC is quietly demonstrating new versi 
ion of it: 
| VHD AHD grooveless capacitance videodise Pa 
to carefully limited industry leaders in U.S., we've 


learned. U.S, JVC had no com 
Means, we've lao learned hat stan dak 
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mal 


Consumer Electronics Personals my | yok 

i 

Acy Lehman shifts at RCA from Reo, a 

art dir, to creative services dir, {oy Sele? Diy Fe 

videodiscs. . -Ron Ed promoted at Acoucr ii yr" 
werseas operations vp to pres... ° Re 

from 0" F I PFes., sce, R 2s ef 


David Mutchler, who continues as group ¢ ceding ¥ wo 
rent Teledyne... Jim Robinson advances * {oy 
from Ferroxcube Div. vp-gen. mer, dat a 
ceeding Norman Neumann, promoted to, * 
staff officer for operational & technica, Ay And gon, 
yent North American Philips. ~Thomac ities 08 
Schlumberger vp, advanced to exec, ae a Robert, 
res. of new subsidiary Fairchild Cakes Tamed 
ing Wilfred Corrigan, resigned; Arthur i Sec G44 
ex-Price Waterhouse, joins Schlumberg Andon. 
exec. vp & chief financial officer, - 


former duties. 


John Gennaro resigns as Audio Dyp: 
sales mgr. to enter distribution fielq. 
promoted at Crown International from on Vde Moo, 
planning vp, new post...Rick Plushner io to 
Digital Audio Div. as western dist. mgr NS Sony 
Lindquist advanced at BSR from Customer ¢*! 
Div. mgr. to mktg. services & communican™ 
mgr., succeeding Vince Wheeler, Tebieaad long 


er Jay 
4S8u ming Robe R 
ery 


Amics Nati 
y 


ee eS eh 


Malcolm Northrup promoted at Rockwey 
tronic Devices Div. from vp to exec, y; Elec. 
Skinner, ex-Motorola, named Lansdale Tha charg 
pres., succeeding Edward Pincus, appointed a 
Marcian Hoff, Intel, awarded Franklin Instit 
Stuart Ballantine Medal for development i Uute's 
processor. Micro. 


Leonard Dietch, Zenith, appointed EIA Co, 
sumer Electronics Group Engineering Committ, 
chmn,, succeeding George Schupp, also Patient 
Eugene Holloway, GTE Entertainment Products 
named Govt. & Consumer Affairs chmn., re ic 
Thomas Collins, RCA; Ed Gaiden, Quasar pr, 
Service Committee chmn., succeeding Geor ay 
Panasonic. CEG appreciation awards ches i 
to Walter Fisher, Zenith exec. vp; Nathan inal 


retired Zenith yp, Schupp & Collins. 
a 


or 


 _ aS 


Home video "merchandising manual" advertised 
in Nov. 7 Wall St. Journal indicates perfunctory 
research that could give industry bad name. "Vides 
Store" report from American Entrepreneurs’ Assn, 
in Santa Monica, Cal. says consumers are buying . 
50,000 VCRs a month, but figure was based on tittle 
more than talks with several retailers & various ; 
published estimates, including Journal articles dated 
Dec. 29, 1978. We were unable to locate trade grow 
called Associated Video Dealers of America, which 
AEA claimed was information source. Average 
monthly VCR sales are closer to 30,000. Ad calls 
video stores "attractive investment for absentee 
owners,’ touches on do's & dont's of retail strategy, 
mentions 6-store chain (Video Center in L. A,) with 
‘over $10 million annual sales, Manual, first printed 
in AEA's "Entrepreneur" magazine, circulated to 

} } is one of 24 published each year. 
d from AEA Research, §1 
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FUND: CPB 'University-of the a mecironics 
59 million Annenberg grant. (P_ 1) DALLAS NEXT : 
=e otomat to sell & ‘Or Magnavision play. 
: Bortz study finds videocasstte 3 rent dises the ayer. 
3 canctusions “inadequate, ’ lacking ; 
sabstance.’ (P.,4, 
oot ST eee TO FCC as Appeals Court 
Y decision 0° procedural grounds, says 
pectee. ‘primary jurisdiction.’ (P. 3) 
awe “9 HEARING: Gelier plumps for 
3 re Raser disagrees. (P. 3) 
NEW OVERSIGHT: Little new 
oe gers AT XE Communications Subcom- 
probes Soc 4-1/2 hours. (P. 4) 
g5TH YEAR proclaimed as ‘only the 
500 ota convention. Shapiro, Burns 
atMjenges: Masini hits cable. (P. 5) 
a ildren's ad comput to tape. VCR accessories & 
AGAINST FTC: Children's ad rule- er software. (P. 19) r 
| set ped in amendment proposed by Sen. GARRARD BEING ioe Reon 
1 tat, ACT. support FTC. (P. 6) turer by Plessey for $2.1 ition tea manufac- 
acrG GRANT FOR *TELECOMMUNICATIONS U,': Miieivs ws 
a period, has been offered by Walter Annenberg, through oe of S10 million, over 
3 7 national university-of-the-air, Television Digest has learned 3 ool at U_ of Pa, 
ject to go forward. . awaits only IRS ap- 
7 would go to CPB as funding 


2 : agent, and CPB would help establish cour 

of colleges & universities now offering radio & TV coursework. poiding ond 
number of credits, and degrees would be granted by participating 
scise details will be formulated as 


iy soon as IRS approves donati it’ be 
riety of telecommunications media would be used. on, but it's under 


of donation is to help reduce cost of college education. Walter Annenber ormer 
: : ae 
sssador to U. K., former b oadeaster, publisher of TV Guide and other Periodicals, has 


d concern over such costs—particularly to middle-income families. Annenberg, 
casting officials and others have been discussing donation for months. 


on would be spread over 15 years, would be single largest contribution to public 


, ex led only by Ford Foundation, which served for many years as PTV's 
base but is phasing out such funding. 


VAD INFINITUM: "We were reluctant to be so critical, but the FCC staff anal- 
mply is inadequate." That's conclusion of NAB consultant Paul Bortz, ex-deputy dir. of 
fia, on FCC staff-prepared "economic analysis of advertiser supported TV markets," re- 
1979 by Television Digest, Inc. Reproduction in any form, without written permission, is @ violation of Federal 
+ ee On written request, permission will be granted liberally for reproduction of occasional articles. 
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ORTS: TV importers posted on) 

e of year in Sept. on strength of 
increas s color continued decline, De. 
Ws nee 9 months were below year- 
t‘yoth color & b&w (Vol. 19:46 pio), 
ee Sept. TV imports, with 9-month 


-47. 2% (1.05 million, 
ii aa 52, 4% (606, 300, -52. 4%); 
color & 3% (445,100, -59. 3%). Taiwan 
500; Can 2% (3.28 million, -7.6%); color 
491,300) 6% (777,700, -29.2%); b&w 346, 400, 
-10. 6 +2.1%). Korea 207,100, +68, 9%, 
19908 (2.5 eT a%); color 14,400, ~ 72, 5% (249,- 
of (tion, tw 192,800, +173. 6% (1.28 million, 
(1.53 0 9%); pew © color 76,900, +547. 0% (133, 600, 
mas een color 6,900, -56. 2% (78,500, 
+H, ahb)e 


6%). 


akout by type: Japan complete 42,600, 
jor bre 


62.6%); incomplete 39,200, 

1700; ~ 419.8%). Taiwan complete 27,- 
0 -39.4%); incomplete 105, 100, 

169" 4% (277,200, 8,- 


30. t year). Canada complete 
300; ts against oe, cee. 3%); incomplete 1,200, 
(78,8 162, 6% (1 7 2%). Mexico incomplete 128,800, 
iy 
). 


st to date by FBI resulted 
Biggest dere ore illegal duplicators & retailers 
ip raids a 18 arrests, confiscation of more than 
jn south io copies of "Star Wars," "Jaws," 
4,000 a other titles. Equipment taken into 
rpocky,” 3 ‘ding 60-80 VCRs, $30,000 film chain 
castody, ME" valued at $200,000-$250,000. Ac- 
aod TV cake which assigned 60 agents for 3 

Sido cassettes were sold by mail & over 
months to eer toatin America ultimate destination for 
rage re were priced at $50-$80 a cassette, 
ae oa releases. Among establishments 
Ee ache Drodualions, Marquce Video 
Crcahhn’ Zeno Furniture, Citizen Video Club & 
Prodi change, all in Miami-Ft, Lauderdale area, 
vee anal released on $1,000 personal recog- 
nizance bonds, no date set for trial. 


sales by U.S. semiconductor manu- 
his year, up 36% from 
gee ete, crhing that eicth ar! tops 31% 
‘sala! in 1975. For next year, SIA expects re- 
cession to hold growth down to 11%, with sales of 
"2 billion. .. Semiconductor market in Europe 
pri ltes average 6% annual rate, rising from 
wiiike last year to $4 billion in 1987, according 
as study by Frost & Sullivan, 


Chapter XI bankruptcy petition in 
 Apheiees assets of $1.6 million, liabili- 
, Cal, 


ties at $1.5 million, Producer of transceivers said it 


protection after unnamed creditor obtained 
jet, attempted to selze some of SDE's nase. 


International Jensen is new name for Pemcor, 
tof speakers and other components, parent 


‘of Jensen Sound, 


"4 
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* One of audio indus- 


» 18 changing hands, 
to sell mon 
Subsidiar 


xico, is 


last year of about $75 


Selling cha 


ut by late 19605 { nger line in U.s, 
im m 


t found its market being 


ment with Avnet! 


marketing Organization, 
attempts, it was never able 


Under new owner 


renamed G ship, U.S, oJ 


peration is bei: 
arrard USA, with Marvin Paris, facaie: 
a Us all current person- 
’ SCussions ar 
th parent about turni ier 
ct marketer with 
imported from B 
a 
Mattel {sn't alone in disay 
hoped to be in home computer bu 


dealer shelves (Vol, 19:46 p11) i 
ing delivery of Atari's $550 & $1 


multi-prody, 
components 


ould enable it to 
of pre-Christmas orders, 


Advent stockholder 


Teport shows video projec- 
tor sales in quarter to 


Sept. 29 down 34.9% to $4.13 
million, for 6-month total of $7.47 million, off 


29.2%. Audio sales were down 11% in quarter to 
$4.21 million, fell 21.9% for half to $6. 99 million, . . 
Rockwell said sales of Admiral TV business assets 
in fiscal year ending Sept. 30 resulted in $12. 4-mil- 


lion net gain, enough to offset loss from discontinued 
appliance business. 


Ad notes: Onkyo moves $1-million hi-fi account 
to Warner, Bicking & Fenwick from Sasaki & Assoc., 
Kenwood is investing $1 million in first TV campaign 
which started running in 7 markets this month, ,. 
Yamaha's new campaign geared to older consumers 
is themed: ''We weren't thinking of replacing our 
stereo. Then we heard Yamaha," 


Gold Star seeks to be first non-Japanese sell 
facturer of VHS VCRs. Korean firm says it's nego: 
tiating with Matsushita for both production license 
and supply of parts it can't produce, hopes to have 
units on market by end of 1980, 


‘C ORDER that they were 
~bge sell Carter 30 min, to 
re 
anaety Tines. (Pp. 1) 
“ 36, 5% increase in plant 
shows. Pay 
j-annual survey piece 
" Top 10 maintain posi- 
in gt in 6 months. 
giles 32.3 
up 


‘ 


pe (p. 3) ON FIC: Amendments killing 


approved by Senate Commerce 
ing 


ak ization bill is sent to floor. 
FTC authoriza' 


at xpected to lead FTC defense. (P. 3) 
m @: 


AIGN STRIDE: Chances for re- 
2 e iC. pr to be much better than 6 
pnt aie American endorsement includes 
ppol I als 


: ta ss. (P. 4) 
members of Congr : Wasilewski and 
$5 mem GHT HEARING: Wasi 
CABLE cOPYRI le copyright royalty structure re - 
yalenti ig? Se coperieht Act inadequate. (P, 6) 
examined, te ARD' IN KID TV: Van Deerlin tells 
EP Pr here that 'I deplore’ FCC propo- 


La says Ferris has no 'philosophy,' (P. 7) 
sls. 


- jtative service for broadcasting, 
4 oF 

auth 
qhe 
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oie 26, 
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seek stay & reconsideration, 


. P : 4 
RKS FIGHT RTER ORDER: Voting on straight part lines, FCC ruled a 
ihe = Ae hee eeacaiee in denying Carter-Mondale Presidential Committee 
sek that TV ne! 


consumer electronics & alliea fields 
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Consumer Electronics ts 


in 3rd 
~Set im 
+ (P, 8) 


quarter as 

Ports offset small 
Sc & MAGN 

Price increases. 

Sylvania, 


. Buckbee- 
- (P. 9) 
uces its 2-week 
Programmable 
GE, Hitachi, RCA Advanced models by 


+ Sanyo, Sears, JVC & Zenj 
approved by Fcc, (P. 10) ou 


Videodise jukebox sh 


TV INDUSTRY INJURY slated to b 


tackled by ITC 
on 2 fronts next 


month. COMPACT seen petitioning 
for color import quota extension, Sanyo to ask re- 
investigation of dumping injury finding. (P, 11) 
PROJECTION TY Sweeps industry in low-keyed way, 


virtually all U.S, & Japanese majors fielding models 
or known to be making plans, (P. 12) 


-3 last 


ir bi i Networks wasted 
/ k in Dec, to announce their bid for reelection. 
s0min. of Be fea ce ey ae for stay & reconsideration within hour after FCC ip ai 
ootime in fig tL . vi ; ABC & NBC filed similar pleas day after. All 3 said they ks 4 
Le Bae oes eT cant (Note: At press time, Carter Committee filed oppositio 
ourt if Commiss 


ionetworks.) 


for Carter-Mondale were Ferris, Quello, Fogarty & Brown, Democrats all. 
or = 


ieee ce eas 


Against 


ission issued statements ex- 
& Jones. All members of Comm net 
Porown A een le peed issuing joing statement. Some peers rs es 
ws ‘ ee Cai sides with broadcasters, had reappointment 
speculate that 0, 


he voted (see p. 4). 


| | Commission major ity re d y lusion that networks hadn't given "sufficient 
ia ! lie heavil on conclu 
on” to sir es needs ar ter candi acy . ad ollere min, in prime me, 


m an i ill have 
min, daytime; AB' time, said decision will 
t . NBC, which offered no ; See ae 
ee hoa oh Bo Pasting, Ferris seemed to agree when he said du 

mous consequ: 


f ruling. 
le he hoped other Presidential candidates would take advantage ©} 


(Republican can- 


. produ tion in any ’ pe’ b ds 
elevision Di est, Inc Re ‘od cl n form without written permission, 1s a violation of Federal 


SC 101 et seq. ). On written request, permission will be granted 


liberally for reproduction of occasional articles. 
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HIKES: RCA is expected to an- 
ases at this week's dis- 


ing 3 nd their magnitude 
tributor meeting in San Diego, ar theveprice again 


before introducing new i € 
other round appears cereal ering 7 
so far don't come close to co . 
creases in color tubes (which appear to ie Layee 2 “i 
through), let alone rises in other materials, 

money or wage adjustments. 

boosted tags last week. Qua- 
s will average 2, 5-3% at 


ding to Pres. Alex Stone. B&w prices 


factory, accor ep of n8W Trade 


e still up in air, 2 
Act's require ast for posting cash deposits to cover 


potential dumping-duty liability at time S ere 
tion, effective Jan. 1 (Vol. 911). y! Oe, 
increases, effective Jan, 1, were at least 30.-+ 
across-the-board at the factory, 
Vp Thomas Shepherd, and simil 
will follow. These compare wit 
factory color TV dollar volume by 
& Jan, 1 boosts, and Magnavox's 1-2. 
19:47 p9). 

Time Life Video Club has converted almost 50% 
of 25,000 respondents to first promotion to member- 
ship (Vol. 19:43 p12), Time-Life Films Pres. Bruce 
Paisner told us. Paisner spoke last week at N.Y. 
TV Academy luncheon, said TLF's movie, TV & 
video productions would benefit greatly from "and TV 
revolution,” including cassettes, discs & cable. 
Challenge, he thought, "is to make programs which 
serve a number of markets at different times and in 
different ways" since as yet no one ‘can justify pro- 
ducing well-made new programs for any one of these 
markets alone." Examples of multiple-threat offense 
are shortened versions of BBC-TLF's "Civilisation" 

; & "Ascent of Man," edited & almost cleared for Time 
| Life Video release in 1980, and first movie, "Loving 
| Couples," scheduled for consumer market 6 months 
| after theatrical release next year. Paisner said in- 
| 
| 


structional programs would play big role, but con- 
sidered TLF's "Speed Reading" and "Reading Effi- 
ciency" too long & expensive for home viewer. Both 
are sold to institutions & businesses by Time-Life 
Multimedia. 


Newest consumer electronics gadget could be 
Homesat earth stations available from cable operator 
Tele -Communications Inc, for basic cable & pay-TV 
reception. TCI is buying $5-million worth of re- 
ceivers from manufacturer Scientific-Atlanta, has 
begun leasing to homeowners for $150 a month over 
7 years. Pres. John Malone won't reveal sales, says 
TCI averaged 75 phone inquiries a day before instal - 

lation of toll-free 800 number last week, Prime tar- 
gets are approximately 340,000 farm families with 
annual incomes of at least $50,000, TCI charges 
$3,000 for 2-hour installation, claims 3-meter dish 


can easily be realigned to 
other satellite. Ms receive signals from an- 


DECEMBER 


uTY CUTS COMING: Despite continueg toy foe 
about international implementation of Unee : ght 


Cent. 
the trade agreements negotiated last sill aspect fal 
reductions by U.S. and other major tragiy, Yon eh 
will go into effect Jan. 1 as schedule ing natigett Hoo 
made at GATT meeting in Geneva Tet ws ledge ty ‘a 
pects for rate cuts were iffy because aera Me opi 
members have been balking at some Reed &are wut 
tions of agreement, threatening to withhold! Dor. gl 
tion if changes aren't made. As part of yoj.tifica pas 
ahead with duty cuts, GATT members aq, ote to ae 368 
continue working to iron out other probleme to 
Meanwhile, U.S. importers are compa; co! 
about unavailability of Tariff Schedule ea 08 
na ; 


Officials in Washington say it's still being Tateg i 
probably won't be completed until late Dey Compited 
we've learned we were in error about timi; Als 0, 1 | i 
reductions. Although we were originally -o, Of rate pl 
that small cuts, such as lowering of ditien, ‘ormed ‘ 
players to 3. 7% from 5%, would be done see tape . 
jt turns out they will be made in stages Pee once, a 
Years 4 

( 


In some instances, cuts will be as minimal ag q 
Ss 1% 


per year. | i 
New FCC computer interference Ty 2 
(Vol. 19:40 p7) have drawn chorus of aetiee Tules | 
comments submitted to Commission. EIA fen in 
lone voice supporting FCC's action, askin, EGis J 
that maximum video input signal used to mabe: | it 
interference be lowered from 10 volts to 5 fo Fa 
and Tandy protest that FCC violated own sah Atari 
including computer interference standards ae by : 
rate action (Docket 20780)—arguing that pee Sepa. I 
quiry begun in 1976 included only "RF poeer cast 
( 


plies, handheld calculators & electronic ga) " 
that docket didn't have enough comment on pers, 
computers, and that FCC didn't release its Bsc, 
ference study of personal computers (Vol 49-19 wi 
until after action had been taken. Computer & Pig) 
ness Equipment Mfrs. Assn. and GE complaii on 
FCC's July 1 deadline doesn't give Coahereinr a 
puter manufacturers enough time to comply with 7 
Class A computer standards, while AT&T asks F 
to establish "Class C'' computer standards—for ie 
puting equipment not sold but used by public “gn ell 
of a service offering." Ry 
ABC Video Enterprises scheduled, then cancellej 
Nov. 29 press conference in N.Y. with Schubert Or- 
ganization to announce "major video theater venture" 
employing "top Hollywood film director." Reasons 
for cancellation were last-minute contract problems 
"You've got nothing to say until you sign," says ‘ 
Schubert executive. Unions have been cause of most 
delays in theater-to-tape productions. CBS, mean- 
while, named D. Thomas Miller Best. Group develop- 
ment vp with overall responsibility for exploring 
home video opportunities for news, sports, enter- 
tainment & station programming. Only CBS News is 
active at present, selling programs to airlines & 
U.S. corporations overseas, 


Sanyo settled infringement suit brought by Mas- 
' 
co's Electra Div., producer of Bearcat communica- 
sey receivers, by acquiring license to produce 
M scanning receivers. Sanyo also 
‘on units produced since 


GE: WCI Home Video 
PACER Communications, will 
of 20 movies and one instruc- 
ers in 2nd or 3rd week of 
"All the President's Men," 
be ‘guperman," "The Exorcist," 
8) , «Favors of China" cooking course, 
+ and WHV's booth at Winter CES in 
d 5 Suggested list prices are $50, 
Jan. a 


tion is responsibility of WEA 
WEA International in Canada & 
sales get underway sometime 
, 0 oversea) 3 million VCR owners, 750, - 
yy estimated ; U.S. operation has estab- 
en BUTOPY product which will be sup- 
v. for ges in 48 hours vs. usual 1-3 
Mort Fink told N.Y. press con- 
S* WEA deals only with music re- 
cassettes to Pickwick Inter- 
ss 50-store VideoWorks test 
lependent consumer electronics 
49:48 pi e dealers, oboe pets cin 
serve ay be enlisted to reach 
onsen een o aina through network of 
ree ers. a 
whole tious about marketplace. "We've no 
av iets are out there," WEA Mktg, 
oulle'ss Bach told us. Fink called 1980 
ce," admitted WHYV is "taking risks” 
expe ; ed from S/T Videocassette 
en —well in excess of 100, 000 reported 
piplicating enn pli). He predicted "substantial 
aslier (VO. Retailers are being wooed with gener- 
Mp er minimum order, fraction of require - 
major distributors, payments averaging 
to 85 days. WHV won't accept re- 
days and UP a industry, but "stock -balancing" 
of record Y; SF 
ae allows dealers to swap up to 15% of in- 
twice a Year & number of new titles. Effort will be 
oe eases to single cassette, with 
to limit all rel ate Pe 
, ‘on of 184-min. movie "Woodstock, 
each $50. (Magnetic Video offers 
.s such as "'Cleopatra’' on 2 cas- 


AGAS 


< 


Mak) 


rise: Upcoming from Warner's 
film library, he said, are "Bonnie & 
7 litt," "Life of Brian," et nl plus 
orion Pictures’ "10" and Wolper's "Roots" mini - 
staan Ca eos: aaocthacy signal and WHV 
nt'’ in vertical interval, Fink said WHV will 
yideodises as well, replicating at Warner 
sin Pa., Cal., "hopefully under free li- 
Joesn’t think much of "high-end"' opti- 
, would like to see $500 VCR, anit 
; Fotomat, ''can't see 
Dee iratmmahite & Sony keep 


—a—- : 

3-tube video projector, due for mar- 
ar, will list at about $3,500, Our 

sk had incorrect price (Vol. 19:48 


NTC mv THE TELEVISION DIGEST_13 
(Vol. 19:49 p13) ian Colombia joined Vene, 
casting Dec, 1, im, Netalty Starting NTSC eae 
countries for Uj, carn Clean sweep of all C Ant 
of selling efforts b Olor system after aa 


Dept. & ET 


Elect years 
it ‘A Consumer 


pending 

» bending deli 
z to tutpment se) 
Gradually in 30 monthe’ ‘2 full 


ean group, commit 
ted to N 
Colombia, Equaie ee? © 


‘Quador, 
color sta 


625 -line 


make timetable 


Brazil used PAL « 

M), and Commerce Dee tne st 
Argentina to 625-line PAL (PAL 
rtation of Germ 
d Cup soccer mi 


-line system (PAL - 

but written off 

-N) as result of its 

an PAL color equip- 

atches, Neighboring 
mitted, are likely 
Pp. 


just over million, 


535,000, imports up 33% to 
market figures for 


First head-to-head competition for consumer 


premium TV dollars took place in Columbus, 0. last 
week. Subscribers to Warner's Qube 2-way pay- 
cable system who also own a VCR had option of 


watching first cablecast of “Saturday Night Fever" 


at $4 per view or renting identical film on videocas- 


sette from Fotomat for 5 days at special promotional 
$6.95 price. As Warner started showing movie 
Nov. 1, and Fotomat tape rental didn’t begin until 
Noy. 26, there's no way to judge outcome of this 
initial clash of video technologies. 


Bally's still in video game business. Latest in 
series of speculations it was quitting field was started 
by recent promotion by Chicago mail order marketer 
JS&A offering $300 game at $50. Bally spokesman 
said company hasn't sold to JS&A in year, speculated 
offer was just closeout of inventory. He said, Bally 
would be introducing new program cartridges for 
game at CES in Jan. 

Canada's Dictograph enters consumer electronics 
market with 30-number telephone dialer. Unit can 
be used with all dialing systems, has keyboard for e 
memory entry & dialing, features LED readout that's 
also clock, elapsed-time indicator, lists at $100, 
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Financial Reports of TV-Electronics Companies 


These are latest reports as obtained during. past week. ner 
indicates information not available at press time Amounts expresse’ 


in dollars. Parentheses denote loss 


+ 


Company & Period Revenues Net Earnings 


2,160,000", | -69 


Electrohome® 
{555 ,000) = 


1979-9 mo. to Sept. 28 
1978-9 mo. to Sept. 30 


Pioneer Electronics” 
1979-year to Sept. 30 
1978-year to Sept. 30 


oc 


90,036 ,000 
69,028 ,000 


59,900 ,000 1.394 


923,300,000 23°200;000 “ba | 


826 ,700 ,000 


Rat 4,247,000 1.50, 
79-qtr. to Oct. 31 79,113,000 1247, ¢ 
laye-atr. fo oct. 3l° 68.8176,000 | 3,084,000 na 
A-Columbfa Cablevision 
vNovo-year to Sept. 30, 40,045 ,000 4175.00 ele 
1978-year to Sept. 30 29,208,000 3,212, i 25 
1979-qtr. to Sept. 30, 11,168,000 1 p88 .r vt 
1978-qtr. to Sept. 30 sft = i bocmbzesss - : 
Hotes: *1 i lars. “After spect credit. “At 
Notes: °In Canadian dg) lar: YS pated 


Per ADR. Restated. 


yen's current rate. 


Nippon Columbia is re-establishing marketing 
operations in U.S. It sold here under own and various 
private labels throughout 1960s, Company shut U.S. 
ranch, underwent restructuring, including discontin- 
uation of TV production, following acquisition by 
Hitachi. Nippon Columbia's Denon-brand hi-fi com- 
‘ponents returned to U.S. market 2 years ago through 
Disewasher Group, under distribution agreement to 
be terminated at year end. Eric Fossum, now with 
Discwasher, will move to new Nippon Columbia unit 
as sales & mktg. vp. 


Zenith cut 4th-quarter dividend 10¢, will pay 
15¢ per share, 60¢ annual rate, putting payout for 
year at 90¢, down from $1 it paid in 1975-78, Ana- 
lysts have been anticipating cut, noting Zenith earn- 
ings averaged only 20¢ per share in first 3 quarters 
this year, attribute move to low profit margins on 
color TV, cash-flow problems stemming from re- 
cent acquisition of Heath, 


: Japan's yen fell against dollar to 250 last week, 
ini its lowest level in 2 years, and about 25% below rate 
at start of year. As prop-up measure, Japan sus- 
pended program of low-cost loans to importers. 
eased restrictions on foreign-currency loans from 
forett Rae to domestic companies. Moves will 
lown Japan's internat 
rai tional trade liberalization 


Mini-stereo system without speakers will 
bese in U.S. next week by Sony as new a 
= Ujeiaiy ies aad successful in Japan, 

Tr accommodat 
se feted fe es 2 sets of light- 
n be 
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erg eaeee nee tmoers 


Carl De Santis, ex-RCA Records 
Home Video as program development . Ene Wary 
fairs dir, with responsibility for progra USinegs i 
Louis Cohen, ex-Warner Books, naraat Aquiay ‘. 
ler; Bernard Rybnick, ex-Warner Bro YP~compy lon. 
pointed international mktg. dir. , Robes TY, ape 
ex-Polygram, appointed RCA operations Cappteliy 
staff vp... Robert Reichmann advanceq S analysig : 
Sales to national sales training mer,- G Zenith 
promoted to field sales training mer: ary Kallbag 


rejoins Zenith N.Y. as N.Y. territory 4 Normay 
5 omer, 


Dennis Hedlund, ex-Control Mktg, g 
joins Allied Artists Video as national Pa Fuji Phot 
Kenneth Lawson promoted at RCA to on €8\mer, 
Electronics Div. facilities mgmt. dir nsumey 
ex-Mattel game mktg. dir., appointed cottetael Kay 
vp... William den Tuinder, N.V. Philips a mktg, 
elected to ITA board.. . Stephen Traiman ideo Dep, 
audio-video editor, moves to RIAA as pa Billboarg 
effective Jan. 1, succeeding Henry Bae dir, 
same post with ITA. » NOW in 


joing 


a 
‘cy 


Don Brandt, ex-Harman-Kardon, nam 
new Peerless Audio OEM speaker Be nduatios 
unit,..J, Peter Moe appointed Tandberg rae & sales 
administration vp, following firm's see 
Norway's Tandberg AS, now a unit of Maree te by 
Kevin Byrne advanced from national sales Data: 
sales & mktg. vp; Tor Silvertsen, Rania to 
named vp... Vincent Wheeler, ex-BSR ae dir, 
as Audio Div, field sales specialist. . "ack Gone 
ex-Micro-Acoustics, appoi : : F 
Sion. ppointed Dynaco national Sales 


0 head 


Seah FS 


sBe3Q 


Tracy O'Rourke, Allen-Bradle ek 
vp, adds interim post as Electronics os 
succeeding Stanley Kukawka, resigned. oe 
ex-TRW, joins United Chemicon as gen, “sles = 
Edward Crockett resigns as GC Electronics 8 mer. 
mktg. vp; James Heighway, special mkts he & 
adds responsibility for distributor sales ? D 8 dir, 
Scott promoted at United Technologies to e: = 
responsible for new Electronics Group XeC, vp 
eS 


Expansion in home VCR & cassette capacity con- 
finues, Matsushita announced that its Kadoma (Osal 
plant, now producing at 5,000 monthly, would be i 
stepped up to 10,000.next spring and 25,000 in 2 years 
Its Okayama plant has 25,000 capacity, and VCRs a 
also built by 60%-owned Matsushita Kotobuki Electro 
ics. Hitachi has doubled capacity of its Tokai 
VCR plant to 25,000 monthly. Videocassette 
expansion: Sony's total capacity now is two mil- 
lion monthly, including 800,000 in Dothan, Ala. 
U.S. plant will be increased to 1.2 million in 
ee next year Sony's total output will reach 
sa level. TDK is making 1.9 million monthly; | 
C plant with million capacity will bring total to 2.9 
Siren A next year, Hitachi Maxell is increasing Tok 
output to 500,000; new facility should bring capacity 

ic ter Aug, Fuji is making million monthly, 
shita's tape plant is expected 
300,000 monthly. Hitachi & 
assettes in Japan designed 
‘Speed, claiming 2-3-dB 


og ee oP 
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te helll aa week, give NAB 4 months to Comp eae 1 expiration to be aaced thie ee 

i is week . - Cust . is Week b 
sae | PE rrsseive matities, Deore Commons Sar In assessments bogeteg gene of J80aN TV dng 
m6, : whee 
50 pre s vt happy: (P ; NEW MCA Moviggs going on yi i a 
|e E SHOW undaunted by Satcom in “theatrical Telease, Fotom: Hi Scat Shortly after 
Charg gTERN © swamped. System buyers $8.95 in Dallas Starting next mow, Movie discs at 
°S admin paler? Cr .Y. Times. Pay-cable pro- over RCA player's monophonte gourd eee 
Pfam inhgp up production. (P. 3) PROGRAM CASSETTE SALES beyons o..... 

samme SATCOM: New satellite lost in vy Say Paramount & Columbia. p eyond expectations 
© "ou. eg uCKY RCA Scoble bird. (P. 4) duplicator supplying 700 stores cut now has 3 
ae a raving 2nd C at CES. (P. 12) ernn WHE SGT 16 Bien 

2 BILL: Van Deerlin measure NEW & i 
oar pros ete) éxcludes' cientions of neers VCRs add special effects, next 
, c 


after Playing t: 


joeuses OT acast. Separate bill seeks waiver of programmable. MGA ta Spa Sony debuts 2-week 


or < ing free time. (P. 5 A ip deluxe progra é 
aalle p for stations offering 11 < ( 4 in Jan. RCA cuts blank cassette prices.” ( Pia) 
4 rogram percentages in drive OCT. TY 
yap WON’ T ee at FCC; Brown says he never ineréases only i oor ow by ae shows 
ag radio ico ingapore. 
oe itt. (P. 6) B&w down from all major source countries ie, 14) 


ne DEFEAT: Broadcasters’ claim for lion's s 
ight Tribunal, in decisi j i i 
shot down last week by Copyrig: , in Sion rejecting station royalty claims 
ties Was mission of: (1) Broadcast day as compilation. (2) Syndicated programming. (3) 
for retrans precedent-setting decision appears to restrict broadcaster royalty claims to 
= s, and was greeted by motion picture interests with delight. 


Decision last week came in 2-page order setting forth procedural requirements for next 


pase of inquiry to determine distribution of more than $12 million annually in royalties paid by 
table. Atend of order, Tribunal stated that pre-hearing memoranda should be submitted "in 
accordance " with findings that broadcasters won't be given consideration in determining recipi- 
et of royalties on most non-local programming. 


Copyright Act doesn't recognize concept of broadcast day as compilation— 
terefore stations can't get royalties for retransmission of entire schedule. Nor does act pro- 
ye for royalties for retransmitted syndicated programming outside the market for which 
rights were acquired. In sports, act provides for royalty payments to stations only if retrans- 
rights are specifically provided for in contract. 


in decision was finding that performing rights organizations are entitled to 
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hare of cable TV copyright royal- 


OCT. TV IMPORTS: Singaporg 
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on Philippines provided w’ ore, y : 
Consumer Electronics Personals mg P! ippines ; rowed ite Mn 
ts Compton, ©": Oct., according to Comm ty 
Dick Komiyamt, Dead cts Ws Sony oer re also showed drop for month, Dent, =! 
office, Jan. 1 becom ‘ AP aa Mi f = 
ee a tat romo' Here are TV import reg. ‘ol 
Products, S' ¢ in Japan; Gallagher P with 10-month totals in pa esults 


turning to paren a d mer 
idwest senior VP; to gen. 2 “9 
eh video mktg. MgT-» advanced ° Gulf & Western, 


, . John Stern, &X 
succeeding Gallagher: 23 vPens Patrick O'Sullivan, 
in ced from i 


joins as huma resov'yp, advan oe 
Midland Interna , succeedil 62,69 
makig. dir. to cree) operating or vestern Auto Supply 41.5%). Korea 158,900, ~34, 2 Fe 
James Berk, now Se advanced at Panasonic 438.9%); color 22,100, 66% (97,1-58 
pate ee sales mgr. to LC cameane 40 ce. 3% Sti million, hae 
from NY. succeeding Brian SUADCTY ity N.Y eas te ees dont Se 
west Coe ge ete Keller advanced at Zenith N.Y. 29,900, +442. To (163,500, +299. goy"Babor, 
pinks oie -gen. mgr. to pres, succeeding Harry Baton comics 01 ) Pore eat 
from rage has been serving as consultant ees -72.4% (455,600, -63. 7%) Or: Japan 
aecirement inst Moy, Dad Levins ZRS poner (207,000, -39.6%). Canada 7 en" 28 
: ae ada 7 
services dir., named asst. treas. 52%). Sissapare 9,000, iia 
Garry Gorsuch, ex-IBM, joins a a, All Korean color was complete. 

dise venture Discovision dean a ce? ate ae Incomplete color imports: jap 

- inted co 80 8.4% ~POrts: Japan 27 qn. 
Kennedy, e7 tp elected pres: of Gold Star and sub- cr si Cae gaiwan 32,800, et 
sidiary Gold Star Electronics ay a pre ae Mexico 138,800, age eB : 3 (sn, 

, -Mi Bradley, joins Atart 1 pos! : nilijow’ 2h 
Bie eee Mutlo Kosich joins Electro-Voice as field oe ae soo 20,900 (100, 000) and Phi Ae 
a ening mgr 3,100 (15,300), against none last yea, Pies 
sales tra ‘ Fs 

3 eee 
rnold Singer ex-EIA-Korea, joins Frank Barth 4 : 
ime a dir. _. Ray Hayden, mfrs. rep, oe - epee Lge dd GPE is moving ee, 
ec- 1 : atte 
chmn. of IEEE Fall Conference on Consumer information via Telenet packet pee 
ing 


tronics. from GTE computer in Tampa. Originay 
Sinal play 


Jon Witt, ex-Texas Instruments, joins GTE to include 1,000 homes in undise}y 
Telecommunications Products as consumer sales 19:21 p10), may graduate to that — locat; 
gen. mgr., succeeding Thomas Massey, now with after current trial ends in April Fete. 
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